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“Pension funds are long-term investors in the truest sense, responsible for providing retirement 

security to generations of hardworking and loyal employees. For fund trustees, sustainable 

business practices—particularly responsible labor, human rights and environmental 

practices—are no just moral issues. They are fundamental to creating and protecting long-term 

shareowner value and sustainable economies. The Responsible Investor Handbook provides 

trustees with an important tool to go from theory to practice.” 

     —Scott M. Stringer, New York City Comptroller 

Responsible Investment Strategies for the 21st Century 

The Responsible Investor Handbook has been published at a time 

when momentum is galvanizing around the financial and non-

financial impacts of social inequality, climate change, weak corporate 

governance and gridlocks political structures. 

What is responsible investment and how can it be put into practice? 

What is the impact of responsible investment strategies on 

investment performance? How can trustees, manager and advisors 

prudently implement these strategies while staying true to their 

fiduciary responsibilities? How can plan trustees and staff members 

interested in responsible investment face down the inevitable 

pushback from their lawyers and consultants? 

Answering these and other questions, the Responsible Investor 

Handbook aligns the long-term investment priorities of working 

people with capital stewards and the financial complex that manages 

their assets. 

Croft and Malhotra illustrate their case by giving practical examples 

and links to sample governing documents of responsible pension 

investors, consultants, and asset manager to offer peer-to-peer 

learning opportunities for capital stewards. 

They provide: 

 A timeline of the history of responsible investments and Labor’s 

pioneering role in building housing, banks, businesses, hospitals 

and services for workers for nearly a century—nationally and 

internationally 

 Emphasis on good pension fund governance for trustees wishing 

to gain better control of the investment of workers’ capital and 

embracing responsible investments 

 Clarification of fiduciary responsibilities in order to minimize 

agency separate issues that have impaired responsible 

investments by trustees and fiduciaries along the investment 

value chain 

 Highlights of good corporate governance practices that trustees 

should seek from their plan investments 
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The Handbook will spur active engagement in making America’s 

responsible investors robust partners in appropriate scaled capital 

strategies, creating a more livable, inclusive, hopeful planet, and 

initiating conversation with a new generation of responsible 

investors. 
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Join Heartland Capital Strategies 

Heartland Capital Strategies (HCS) fosters a “Community of 

Practice” for responsible investments.  We are working in a united 

front to scale up the resources to accomplish these aims, and 

thus, increase the share of institutional asset commitments for 

responsible investments that achieve positive economic impacts.  

Join us! 

 Our Mission:  To mobilize responsible investments in the 
real economy, achieving competitive financial returns and 
positive ESG impact. 

 
 Our Vision:   To help workers secure better retirement 

benefits by sustainably investing in the real economy, securing 
good jobs and rebuilding our communities. 

 
These are Heartland’s shared goals.  We welcome 

new partners who are aligned with our mission.  

Heartland’s sponsors and Governing Board 

members are thought leaders with a demonstrated 

commitment to working families and communities.  

If you can join us, you can become a champion of Heartland, 

which gives members opportunities to: 

Showcase leadership in the growing responsible investment field 
 Enjoy shared media access and public relations support 
 Shape responsible investment policy and capital stewardship 

practices  
 Collaborate with like-minded and innovative investment 

stakeholders 
 Attain Heartland’s support on your hot-button priorities and 

institutional interests 

Purchase the Responsible 
Investor Handbook from 

your favorite online 
bookseller 

Contact Heartland directly 
for bulk order requests 


