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Attitude = Evaluation
Attitude may be Everything, . _
but is Everything an Attitude? » General agreement in the social
psychological literature that the key
feature of attitudes is evaluation

— Conrey & Smith (2007); Eagly & Chaiken,
. . 2007; Fazio (2007); Gawronski &
Carleton 33rd Annual Research and Treatment o Carleton Bodenhausen (2007); Petty, Brifiol, &

Conference of the Association for the DeMaree (2007); Schwarz (2007)
Treatment of Sexual Abusers

San Diego, California (2014, October)

Kevin L. Nunes

Sexual offending is.... What’s So Great About Attitudes?

* Strong foundation of theory and
3 2 -1 0 1 2 3 evidence

Very Very —Conceptualization and measurement
) . *e.g., Osgood, Suci, & Tannenbaum (1957);
negative positive Taylor (1971)
& Carleton —Influence on behavior
. *¢.g., Glasman & Albarracin (2006)
—Change

* e.g., Gawronski & Bodenhausen (2006)

Evaluation of Sexual Offending?

#5%“A raped woman is a less desirable woman”
|= (Feild, 1978)

If Not Attitudes, Then What?

» Excuses to mitigate perceived

_'_E?“Rape is unlikely to happen in the woman’s responsibility?

= own familiar neighborhood” (Payne et al., )

1999) * Stereotypes about sexual offending and
£7%“The lack of hair makes children’s bodies ‘ victims?

an -

& (arletor

attractive” (Hanson et al., 1994) * Sexual deviance/preoccupation?

£75“A lot of times, sexual assaults on children « Perceived normative behavior?

=1 are not planned . . . they just happen” (Bumby,
1996)
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Conclusions and Implications Next Steps
* Lack of clarity and precision in * More research on measurement and relevance
conceptualization and measurement of of attitudes for sexual offending
attitudes and other cognitions in research * Attend to and build on more established areas
and practice with sexual offenders * Increase clarity and precision of operational
definitions
. « Different types of cognitions may have \
© Gavleton . .. . S Garlelon . construct validity
sy different causal associations with
. . —Do scores on the measure correspond to
sexually aggressive behavior and may be independent indicators of the construct of
responsive to different interventions interest?
Trivial or Foundational? Aggressive Cognitions and

, . , Behaviour Research Lab
* Increasing precision and clarity of

conceptualization and measurement www.carleton.ca/acbrlab

— better understanding of causes

— better assessment and .
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intervention — reduce sexual

offending




