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Research is the foundation for practice 
and policy, but research lags behind

2

Fundamental Research Efforts

• Definition

– What exactly is the construct? 

• Measurement

– Can we accurately measure the construct? 

• Causal role
– Does the construct play a causal role in 

violent behaviour?
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Main Activities

• Manuscripts, presentations, grant 

applications

– Reading

– Project planning, preparation, and 
management (e.g., data collection/access)

– Data management and analysis

– Writing

– Research supervision and training of 
students
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Research Positions: Faculty

• Requirements: PhD and strong research track 

record/potential

• Pros: Independence, students, research 

oriented environment

• Cons: Funding can be scarce; rejection and 

negative feedback; competing demands and 

distractions; can be overwhelming; positions 

are scarce
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Research Positions: 
Forensic/Correctional Agencies

• Requirements: Usually masters or PhD

• Pros: Funding; access to population and 

data; input from and impact on practice 

and policy

• Cons: Less independence, less research 

oriented environment, competing 

demands and distractions
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Reducing violence is a team effort.
Different expertise and roles.
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PracticePolicy

Fundamental research Applied research

Knowledge translation
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