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Why do Some People Sexually
Offend Against Children?

* Low self-esteem?
 Sexual offender self-concept?

 Positive attitudes towards sexual
offending?

» Sexual attraction to children?
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Effect of Sexual Arousal on
Implicit Attitudes to Sexual
Offending
* Does sexual arousal make implicit
attitudes towards sexual offending
against children more positive?

« If so, is this the case only for sexual
offenders against children?
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Attitude Towards Sexual Offending
Against Girls (ATSOG) IAT
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* ATSOG-IAT — arousing or neutral
story — ATSOG-IAT
* Neutral story

—11 sexual offenders against children
—9 non-sexual offenders

* Arousing story

Nunes,

Hermann, — 13 sexual offenders against children

Sewell,

Kessous et al. — 8 non-sexual offenders
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Meta-Analysis: IAT Measures of
Sexual Attraction to Children
 Sexual offenders against children have

more deviant scores on IAT measures
of sexual attraction to children than do

comparison groups

eca"lem“ * Average Cohen’s d = 0.63*
gabchis‘gl:in, -95% CI [0.42, 0.83]
Herma’nn -N= 707, k=12

(2013)

October 3, 2014

0.05

-0.05

-0.15

-0.25

ATSOG-IAT Score

-0.35

-0.45

it -@-SOC Neutral

[ ]
d=087* -0-SOC Arousal

Ad=037 4Non-SOC

d=0.37 Neutral
-4-Non-SOC
Arousal
Pre Post "

e Carleton
Nunes,
Firestone, &
Baldwin
(2007)

Sexual Attraction to Children IAT

0.1 °
E 0.05
o 0
£-0.05 [ )
-0.1
Sexual offenders Non-sexual
against children offenders
(n=24) (n=29)

Cohen’s d = 0.66*, 95% CI [0.10, 1.21]

UMIVERSITY

e Carleton

Hypotheses About Causes of
Sexual Offending vs. Our Findings

*Low self-esteem
VA Sexual offender self-concept?

& Positive attitudes towards sexual
= offending?
(A Sexual attraction to children?
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Next Steps

* More rigorous research

* Construct validity of IAT measure

SCcores

* Increasing measurement precision and
clarity — better understanding of

causes — better assessment and
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