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Carleton University 

 
Institute of Interdisciplinary Studies (Child Studies) 

Advanced Topics in Child Studies: The History of ‘the African Child’ 

CHST 4001/AFRI 4003/HIST4915 

Winter 2017 
 
Seminar: Wednesdays, 11:35-2:25 pm 
Southam Room 409 
 
Instructor: Monica Eileen Patterson, Ph.D. 
Office: Dunton Tower 1314 
Office hours: Wednesdays 2:30pm-3:30pm or by appointment 
Email: monica.patterson@carleton.ca 
 
Prerequisite(s): third-year standing in Child Studies or permission of the Institute  
 
Course Description: 
Why is the diverse continent of Africa so often represented through the singular figure of a 
(usually suffering) child? Where does this construction come from, what are the meanings 
embedded with it, and why does it perdure? Today, images of malnourished infants, dusty child 
laborers, AK-47-weilding child soldiers, and in some cases, smiling, playing children feature 
centrally in contemporary visual depictions and narrative accounts of Africa. These images 
appear in historical narratives, popular media, journalistic accounts, fundraising campaigns, 
development work, and human rights initiatives. What are the implications of what some have 
called the ‘infantilization’ of Africa and Africans? What is the history of this representation, and 
how does this association with children inform our understandings of Africa historically and 
today? 
 
In this course students will develop the critical skills necessary to analyze the history of the figure 
of ‘the African child’ using a range of visual, primary, and secondary sources from colonial 
officials, anthropologists, historians, advertisers, charity and development workers, and African 
children themselves. Topics will include children’s roles and representations in their 
communities, the project of colonialism, revolution, philanthropy, development work, human 
rights discourse, and memoir.  
 
Weekly readings will be required (journal articles, book chapters, visual, and other materials). 
Students will be marked on participation, response essays, an in-class presentation, a short 
writing assignment, and a final paper. 
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Instructor’s Statement: 
This advanced topics seminar will engage students in critical thinking and dialogue. At the end of 
this class, you should be able to: 

1. Understand, analyze, and critique the meanings and histories of the figure of ‘the African 
child’ in various contexts  

2. Disrupt overly simplistic notions of Africa and of children as coherent, static, or “natural” 
categories 

3. Interrogate representations of ‘the African child’ through critical analysis and 
contextualization 

 
Course readings have been selected to introduce you to various dimensions and variations of the 
figure of ‘the African child’ from multiple disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives. As this is 
an advanced topics seminar, this course is not oriented around lectures from the professor but 
rather active, critically engaged discussions led by student presenters and occasional visits from 
guest speakers. Discussions will focus on key concepts and themes associated with each week’s 
readings, building on earlier conversations, providing deeper context, and making connections 
with relevant examples from popular culture and contemporary discourse. The reading material 
is designed to be a shared foundation for these discussions, and as such all readings are 
absolutely mandatory for all students. Three (3) response essays and weekly discussion 
questions will be required to ensure that readings are completed and reflected on before class. 
Students must attend and actively participate in all classes to ensure their academic success in 
this course.  
 
Note to students: Students will conduct themselves in a respectful and open manner. There will 
be issues discussed in this class that may clash with your personal views. I will not engage with 
comments or gestures that detract in any way from the spirit of intellectual and constructive 
exchange fostered in this course. While your ideas add to this environment and atmosphere of 
intellectual growth, no sexist, racist, or homophobic remarks will be tolerated.  
 
Finally, please remember that faculty, support staff and teaching assistants at Carleton 
University are unionized workers. Be advised that the principles of solidarity and respect for 
labor practices will be upheld. 
  
Course Website: 
The course website is located at: https://carleton.ca/culearn/ 
 
On this site you will find the course outline, schedule, discussion forums, updates, course 
feedback tools, marking rubrics, and a variety of useful links. It can be a dynamic space with 
many opportunities for you to make a meaningful contribution to the course and connect with 
your peers. The discussion forums represent an excellent place in which to ask questions of your 
colleagues, share your thoughts on the material, post interesting and relevant links, arrange 
study groups, etc. 
 
  

https://carleton.ca/culearn/
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Course Requirements: 
Participation: 20%    Attendance and active participation.  

One absence allowed without penalty. 
 

Response Essays: 10% Two (2) 2-3-pg (double spaced) response essays 
synthesizing, analyzing, and posing questions 
about the readings, worth 5 points each. 
Response essays are due on Tuesday at 10pm 
via the cuLearn site. Sign up sheets will be 
circulated in the beginning of the semester. 

 
Class Presentation: 20% in-class 45-60 minute presentation to 

contextualize and lead discussion on the 
readings, including presentation on a popular 
news/pop culture item and a list of key 
concepts.  

 
Assignment 1: 20%: due: via the cuLearn site AND hard copy turned 

in at the beginning of class (October 19) 
 
Final Assignment: 30%  due: via the cuLearn site AND hard copy turned 

in at the beginning of our last day of class 
(December 7) 

 
Readings: 
Ultimately, this is your course. To maximize your ability to follow and synthesize the information 
you learn through presentations and discussions, you must be prepared to read all required 
texts. ALL READINGS ARE MANDATORY.  
 
Required Texts: 
The readings for this course will be available via the cuLearn site. 

 
Other Matters 

EMAIL. Please note that it is official Carleton policy that ALL email correspondence between 
teachers and students must take place between Carleton email accounts. This means that I 
cannot respond to emails sent from hotmail, gmail, yahoo, or other accounts. Do not expect 
email responses in less than 48 hours, or on weekends. 

 
COPIES OF WRITTEN WORK SUBMITTED  
Always retain for yourself a copy of all essays, term papers, written assignments or take-home 
tests submitted in your courses.  
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PLAGIARISM  
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 
material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source; 

 submitting a take home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else;  

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

 using another’s data or research findings;  

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 
works and/or failing to use quotation marks;  

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 
without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission 
occurs."  

 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor. The 
Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not 
trivial. They can include a final grade of "F" for the course.  

IN OTHER WORDS:   

Understand what it means: plagiarism results when someone uses the ideas or writings of 
another and presents these ideas or writings as his or her own. Examples include: 

1. Buying a paper from a research service or term paper mill.  
2. Turning in a paper from a “free term paper” website.  
3. Turning in a paper someone else has written for you.  
4. Copying materials from a source without proper citation.  
5. Using proper citation but leaving out quotation marks.  
6. Paraphrasing materials from a source without appropriate citation.  
7. Turning in a paper you wrote for another course. 

When citing sources, it is best to present ideas using your own original words. If you fully 
understand a source, you will be able to completely describe its themes and ideas in your own 
words and from your own perspective. However, if you copy a passage that someone else wrote 
and only change a few words around, you have committed plagiarism.  

When quoting directly from sources, it is best to use direct quotes only if the phrasing is apt and 
powerfully stated; be sure to include proper citation. If the quote is not revelatory or eloquent 
but simply provides some useful information, then it is best to explain the information 
completely in your own words while providing proper citation. 
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COURSE SHARING WEBSITES and COPYRIGHT 
Classroom teaching and learning activities, including lectures, discussions, presentations, etc., by 
both instructors and students, are copy protected and remain the intellectual property of their 
respective author(s). All course materials, including PowerPoint presentations, outlines, and 
other materials, are also protected by copyright and remain the intellectual property of their 
respective author(s).  
  
Students registered in the course may take notes and make copies of course materials for their 
own educational use only. Students are not permitted to reproduce or distribute lecture notes 
and course materials publicly for commercial or non-commercial purposes without express 
written consent from the copyright holder(s). 
 
STATEMENT ON CLASS CONDUCT  
The Carleton University Human Rights Policies and Procedures affirm that all members of the 
University community share a responsibility to:  

 promote equity and fairness,  

 respect and value diversity,  

 prevent discrimination and harassment, and  

 preserve the freedom of its members to carry out responsibly their scholarly work 
without threat of interference.  

 
Carleton University Equity Services states that “every member of the University community 
has a right to study, work and live in a safe environment free of discrimination or harassment”.  
 
GRADING SYSTEM  
Letter grades assigned in this course will have the following percentage equivalents:  

A+ = 90-100 (12) B = 73-76 (8) C - = 60-62 (4)  
A = 85-89 (11) B - = 70-72 (7) D+ = 57-59 (3)  
A - = 80-84 (10) C+ = 67-69 (6) D = 53-56 (2)  
B+ = 77-79 (9) C = 63-66 (5) D - = 50-52 (1)  
   

F Failure. No academic credit WDN Withdrawn from the course  
ABS  Absent from the final examination  
DEF  Official deferral (see "Petitions to Defer")  
FND  Failure with no deferred exam allowed -- assigned only when the student has failed the 
course on the basis of inadequate term work as specified in the course outline.  
 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty 
Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades 
are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT ACADEMIC PENALTY  
The last date to withdraw from Winter 2017 term courses is January 31, 2017.  
  

REQUESTS FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS:  
For Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) 
provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health 
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disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), 
chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a 
disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-
6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, 
contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the 
term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring 
accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to 
ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the 
deadline to request accommodations for the formally scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting academic accommodation on the basis of 
religious observance should make a formal, written request to their instructors for alternate 
dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during 
the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 
exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory event.  Accommodation is to be 
worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) 
involved.  Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to 
the student. 

Students or instructors who have questions or want to confirm accommodation eligibility of a 
religious event or practice may refer to the Equity Services website for a list of holy days and 
Carleton's Academic Accommodation policies, or may contact an Equity Services Advisor in the 
Equity Services Department for assistance. 

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. The student 
must then make an appointment to discuss her needs with the instructor at least two weeks 
prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Late Assignments: 
Your assignments MUST be submitted by the deadline. If you think you will not be able to submit 
your assignment in time (because of illness or bereavement) you must contact me as soon as you 
are aware of this. Late assignments will only be accepted providing that you make contact with 
me within 24 hours of the due date and you provide proper documentation within that same 
time period. All assignments without documentation will be docked 10% per day or part of day 
that they are late (including weekends) until they are handed in or are worth 0%. In the interest 
of being fair to all students, there will be no grace period.  
 
Please submit a paper copy of a late assignment in the drop box outside 2201 Dunton Tower 
(22nd Floor). All mail and assignments placed in the Institute’s dropbox will be stamped with the 
current date of the day received. Please be sure to include your name, student number, course 
code and instructor’s name. 
 
Unless otherwise specified, ALL RESEARCH/MATERIAL FOR THIS COURSE MUST COME FROM A 
PEER-REVIEWED SOURCE. 
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What is a “peer-reviewed source”?  
Generally, an essay or book that has been published by an academic institution or a publishing 
house that specializes in academic journals (such as Journal of Southern African Studies, 
Childhood and Society, or Childhood: A Journal of Global Child Research) are considered peer-
reviewed or have gone through a refereed process. This means that the essay or book has been 
sent to other experts in the field (anonymously) who ensure that the wording and research is of 
the highest quality. This is an important process because it ensures that a) the information 
contained in the essay or book is accurate and b) has been submitted to a rigorous research 
standard. Blogs and other websites are NOT peer-reviewed, that is, they are not submitted to this 
kind of academic scrutiny and therefore not acceptable as a source.  
 
Common features of peer-reviewed journals or books: 

1) Scholarly work has been cited. You will find endnotes or footnotes and a bibliography 
2) The authors are identified as scholars and usually associated with an academic 

institution (this info is on the back cover (usually for books) and at the beginning of the 
citations for essays). 

3) Look at the first few pages of the book or the journal. If the journal has what is called an 
‘editorial board’ then it is a peer-reviewed journal (in most-cases). If you are unsure, ask 
a librarian. 

 
cuLearn website: A website for this course has been constructed via cuLearn. Please refer to this 
site for a copy of the course outline and other pertinent documents for the course as they 
become available. This site will also contain course readings.  
 

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 
There are several services for students on campus depending on the need you experience:  
 

1. For health and counselling issues you can visit the Health and Counselling Services; 2600 
CTT Centre; 613-520-6674; www.carleton.ca/health 

 
2. Student Academic and Career Development Services (SACDS); 302 Tory; 613-520-7850; 

https://carleton.ca/sacds/ assists students with academic planning, understanding academic 
rules & regulations, finding a tutor, choosing or changing a major, polishing study skills, career 
development, and referrals to other services.  
 

3. Academic Writing Centre and Writing Tutorial Service (4th Floor, Library, 613-520-6632; 
www.carleton.ca/wts can help you learn to write better papers. Tutors are graduate students in 
many different departments, with plenty of experience writing. They are trained to assist you at 
any stage in the writing process. To make an appointment, simply call 520-6632, or come in 
person between 9:00 am and 4:30 pm Monday through Friday. 

 
4. The Learning Commons (4th Floor, Library, 613-520-2600, ext.1125; See also Main Floor 

desk) is a one-stop study-shop that combines research, IT and learning support services under 
one roof to enhance the student experience. 

 
 

http://www.carleton.ca/health
https://carleton.ca/sacds/
http://www.carleton.ca/wts
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Course Expectations: 
This is a 4000-level advanced topics seminar with a requirement of fourth year standing. As such, 
I expect that you:  
 

1. Come to class prepared (having read and reflected on all assigned readings, and having 
completed any additional background research necessary for you to comprehend the 
readings. Also, you are asked to bring in 1-2 discussion questions each week to be turned 
in at the beginning of class. It is a good idea to keep a copy of your questions for yourself 
so that you can pose them to the group during discussion.) 

2. Participate actively in all class discussions and activities 
3. Respect others (listen attentively when others are speaking, contribute to a friendly 

atmosphere, stay focused on the discussion at hand, and stay off your cell phone, laptop, 
and social media when class is in session). 

4. Respect yourself (manage your time and other responsibilities and take responsibility for 
your performance in this course. This includes letting me know as early as possible if you 
are experiencing any problems inside or outside of the classroom that will impact your 
work in this class, behaving maturely in class and in all interactions with me outside of 
class. I am here to help and want you to succeed but demand personal responsibility and 
adult behavior at all times. Your marks will reflect your ability to demonstrate your 
understanding of the material. I am available for individual meetings; please contact me 
if you are having difficulty with a particular concept or assignment, if you are 
overwhelmed by your course load, or if any external circumstances are affecting your 
coursework. 

 
Participation 
Worth: 15% 
Your participation mark is based on: 

(1) constructive, relevant, informed verbal contributions to discussions in small and large 
group settings, and  
(2) active and attentive listening.  

 
Participation may involve various activities or conventional discussions. Participation is about the 
quality of your contribution, not simply the quantity.  
 
Purpose: Participation is core to learning for advanced students, both for one’s own learning and 
for teaching one’s peers.  
 
Evaluation: Participation is valued at 15% of your final mark. Improvements or progress made 
over the course of the term will be taken into account. There are no marks allocated for 
attendance; however, successful participation requires regular attendance. Being prepared to 
discuss readings will be central to meaningful participation since small group activities will 
normally involve discussion or application of the readings.  
 
Note: If you are concerned about your participation mark, approach me early in the term to 
discuss ways in which we can make the class a more comfortable space for you to be actively 
involved. Your performance in this seminar is your responsibility and active participation in class 
discussion is necessary for your success in the course, and the general success of the course. 
Please take this responsibility seriously! 
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Under rare circumstances (such as documented severe, sustained illness) that chronically 
prevent course attendance, an alternative assignment may be negotiated to replace the 
participation requirement. 
 
Do not underestimate the importance of participation; your performance or lack thereof can 
make a difference between a C or a B or an A. Please be prepared to contribute each week to 
class discussion. Please take this part of the course mark seriously. 
 
Response Essays 
Worth: 10% (5 points each for 2 responses) 
 
During the course of the semester, you must submit two (2) 2-3-pg (double spaced) response 
essays synthesizing, analyzing, and posing questions about the readings, worth 5 points each. 
Response essays are due on Tuesday at midnight via the cuLearn site. This allows me to read 
over them before class and helps me to identify points of confusion that need clarification.  
 
 
Assignment 1: Length: 5-6 pgs, double spaced 
Worth: 20% 
 
Final Essay (Essay questions TBA) 
Length: 14-15 pages  
Worth: 30% 
Due: via the cuLearn site AND hard copy turned in at the beginning of our last day of class 

(December 7). If you turn in your paper after class has begun, it will be considered late. 
 
There are several components to preparing a research paper. The paper must contain all the 
relevant structural properties: a title page, an introduction with a thesis paragraph, argument, 
and conclusion. The following is a guide that breaks down these components for your 
consideration: 
 

1) Thesis statement: Always start by defining the parameters of your paper. This requires 
some thinking and gestating before you rush off to the library. Defining the parameters 
may take the form of a rough outline. I strongly suggest you do this task before you 
move on to the next step.  

2) The argument: The argument should deal with the main themes in a systematic fashion, 
always paying close attention to exposing the nuances that you found in your research 
and through your analysis. The main themes of the course should also be reflected, 
particularly concerning the social constructivist approach to childhood. 

3) Critical analysis: Critical analysis is difficult to explain but there are some fundamentals 
that you should keep in mind. A critical analysis requires that you engage with your 
research. Engaging with your research means that you use the knowledge and skills you 
have learned, namely, the interpretation of evidence based on your sources. You must 
identify the questions that are most pertinent and endeavor to answer them using this 
filter.  
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4) The conclusion: The conclusion should not be a reiteration of the main arguments. The 
conclusion should be an assessment of your analysis. You are to offer some possible 
issues to consider for future study. 

 
Solid research produces a good research paper. There is no magic formula. A thorough search of 
material is crucial to a solid paper. Remember to edit and proof read your work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade contestations 
If you wish to contest a grade that you receive on a marked assignment, you must do the 
following before contacting me: 

1. Reread the assignment instructions 
2. Reread the grading rubric 
3. Read all of my comments closely 
4. Reread your paper 

 
If after completing the above, you still have questions or disagreements about why you 
received the grade that you did: 
 

1. *You must wait 48 hours before contacting me. Use this time to reflect on all of the 
above. 

2. Put your specific questions, concerns, and/or points of contention in writing, citing 
specific examples from your paper and the assignment instructions. 

3. Email me the above prior to visiting me during my office hours to calmly and respectfully 
discuss your questions in person. 

 
If we cannot come to agreement about your mark, you are welcome to contact the Director of 
the Institute of Interdisciplinary Studies, Adam Barrows, at Adam.Barrows@carleton.ca. 
  

mailto:Adam.Barrows@carleton.ca
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CHST4001 Lecture Schedule Fall 2015 
 

1. January 11: Introduction 
 
2. January 18: Denaturing ‘Africa’ and ‘childhood’ 

 
“What is a seminar and how do I prepare?” 
http://www.ccis.edu/courses/psyc381a/Prepare%20for%20Seminar.htm 
  
“Childhood in a Global Context,” Chapter 1 of Childhood in a Global Perspective by Karen 
Wells. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2009, pp. 1-25. 

 
Lowe, Chris, with Tunde Brimah, Pearl-Alice Marsh, William Minter, and Monde 
Muyangwa, “Talking about ‘Tribe’: Moving from Stereotypes to Analysis,” Africa Policy 
Information Center (APIC) [successor, Africa Action], 1997. 
http://africanactivist.msu.edu/document_metadata.php?objectid=32-130-153D 

 
Wainaina, Binyavanga, “How to Write about Africa,” Granta 92: The View from Africa, 
January 15, 2006. 
http://www.granta.com/Magazine/92/How-to-Write-About-Africa 
 
 

3. January 25: the African Child as Ethnographic Subject   
“Indigenous Education During the Pre-Colonial Period in Southern Africa,” by Johannes 
Seroto, Indilinga: African Journal of Indigenous Knowledge Systems, Vol. 10, No. 1 (2011), 
pp 77-88. 
 
Selections from Savage Childhood: A Study of Kafir Children, by Dudley Kidd. London: 
Adam and Charles Black, 1906. 
 
**If your last name starts with A-H, please read the Introduction (no page numbers) and 
Part 1: “The Valley Between: A Muluyia’s Story” by Joseph A. Lijembe in: 
East African Childhood: Three Versions, written by J. Lijembe, A. Apoko, and M. Nzioki 
and edited by L. K. Fox, pp. 1-41 (and photos). 
 
**If your last name starts with I-Z, please read the Introduction (no page numbers) and 
Part 2: “At Home in the Village: Growing Up in Acholi,” by Anna Apoko in: 
East African Childhood: Three Versions, written by J. Lijembe, A. Apoko, and M. Nzioki 
and edited by L. K. Fox, pp. 45-75 (and photos). 

 
4. February 1: the African Child through a Colonial Lens 

 
Beinart, Jennifer, “Darkly through a Lens: Changing Perceptions of the African Child in 
Sickness and Health, 1900-1945,” in In the Name of the Child: Health and Welfare, 1880-
1940, ed. Roger Cooter, London: Routledge, 1992, 220-36. 
 
Diptee, Audra, and David Trotman, “Atlantic Childhood and Youth in Global Context: 
Reflections on the Global South,” Atlantic Studies (2014) Vol. 11, No. 4, 437–448. 

http://www.ccis.edu/courses/psyc381a/Prepare%20for%20Seminar.htm
http://africanactivist.msu.edu/document_metadata.php?objectid=32-130-153D
http://www.granta.com/Magazine/92/How-to-Write-About-Africa
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Waller, Richard. “Rebellious Youth in Colonial Africa.” Journal of African History 47 
(2006): 77–92. 

 
5. February 8: Early Philanthropy and Charity Work 

 
Baughan, Emily. “’Every Citizen of Empire Implored to Save the Children!’ Empire, 
Internationalism, and the Save the Children Fund in inter-war Britain,” Institute of 
Historical Research, Vol. 86, No 231 (February 2013).pp. 116-137. 
 
Duff, S.E., “Saving the Child to Save the Nation: Poverty, Whiteness and Childhood in the 
Cape Colony, c. 1870-1895, Journal of Southern African Studies, June 2011, 37(2) pp. 229-
245. 
 
Schubert, Michael, “The ‘German nation’ and the ‘black Other’: social Darwinism and the 
cultural mission in German colonial discourse,” Patterns of Prejudice December 2011, 
45(5), pp. 399-416. 
 

6. February 15: The Soweto Uprising 
 
Pohlandt-McCormick, Helena. “Chapter 2: The Narrative” [Sections 1-4: “A Winter 
Morning,” “The Shooting,” “Aftermath,” “Conclusion”], “I Saw a Nightmare…” Doing 
Violence to Memory: The Soweto Uprising, June 16, 1976. New York: Columbia University 
Press, 2007. HEB 2010 
Free e-book: http://www.gutenberg-e.org/pohlandt-mccormick/index.html 
(illustrated HTML and PDF files at gutenberg-e.org) 
 
* Look at as many of the images and additional narrative fragments as you can. You may 
also wish to peruse the rest of the book/website. 
 
Simbao, Ruth Kerkham, “The Thirtieth Anniversary of the Soweto Uprisings: Reading the 
Shadow in Sam Nzima’s Iconic Photograph of Hector Pieterson,” African Arts, (40)2. pp 
52-69. 
 

[WINTER BREAK] 
 

7. March 1: Children’s Rights in Africa 
 

Kaime, Thoko, “The Foundations of Rights in the African Charter on the Rights and 
Welfare of the Child: A Historical and Philosophical Account,” African Journal of Legal 
Studies, Vol. 3 (2009) pp 120-136. 
  
Marshall, Dominique, “Children’s Rights and Imperial Political Cultures: Missionary and 
Humanitarian Contributions to the Conference on the African Child of 
1931,” International Journal of Children’s Rights, 12 (2004), p. 273-318.  
 

http://www.gutenberg-e.org/pohlandt-mccormick/index.html
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Olowu, 'Dejo. “Protecting Children’s Rights in Africa: A Critique of the African Charter on 
the Rights and Welfare of the Child.” The International Journal of African Historical 
Studies, 10 (2002): 127–136. 
 
For reference:  
The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 
 

8. March 8: Child Soldiers 
 
Honwana, Alcinda, “Innocent & Guilty: Child-Soldiers as Interstitial & Tactical Agents,” by 
Alcinda Honwana in Makers and Breakers: Children & Youth in Postcolonial Africa, 
Alcinda Honwana and Filip De Boeck, eds. Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, 2005, pp. 31-
52. 
 
Honwana, Alcinda, “Chapter 4: Young Women,” Child Soldiers in Africa. Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006, pp 75-103 
*Trigger Warning: This reading contains descriptions of sexual assault and violence which 
may be triggering to survivors.  
 
Reynolds, Pamela, “‘Where Wings Take Dream’: on Children in the Work of War and the 
War of Work,” in Children and Youth on the Front Line: Ethnography, Armed Conflict and 
Displacement, Jo Boyden and Joanna de Berry, eds., New York: Berghahn Books, 2007, 
pp. 261-266. 
 
Vautravers, Alexandre, “Why Child Soldiers are Such a Complex Issue,” Refugee Survey 
Quarterly, December 2008, 27(4), pp. 96-107. 

 
9. March 15: Child Laborers  

 
Readings from Hindman, Hugh D., ed. The World of Child Labor: An Historical and 
Regional Survey. New York: M.E. Sharpe, Inc., 2009, pp. 169-184. 

 
Cleveland, Todd, “Minors in Name Only: Child Laborers on the Diamond Mines of the 
Companhia de Diamantes de Angola (Diamang), 1917-1975,” Journal of Family History 
35(1) 91-110, 2010. 
 
Levine, Susan, “Bittersweet Harvest: Children, work and the global march against child 
labour in the post-apartheid state,” Critique of Anthropology, Vol 19(2) 1999, pp. 139-
155.  

 
10. March 22: Contemporary Philanthropy and Charity Work 

 
Cole, Teju, “The White-Savior Industrial Complex, the Atlantic, March 21, 2012  
Available at: http://www.theatlantic.com/global/archive/2012/03/the-white-savior-
industrial-complex/254843/ 
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Maasilta, Mari and Camilla Haavisto, “Listening to Distant Sufferers: The Kony 2012 
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11. March 29: Youth Culture 
 

Youth and Kenyan Hip Hop 
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12. April 5: Children and AIDS 
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in Humanitarian Reason: A Moral History of the Present, University of California Press, 
2012, pp. 161-180. 
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