
British Columbia: Among Canadians, those 
in the West Coast province are the most sym-
pathetic toward the poor, according to a new 
poll for the Salvation Army. There, only 17 
per cent believe that all the poor need in order 
to improve their lives is “to pull themselves 
up by their own bootstraps.” In contrast, 36 
per cent of their Prairie neighbours feel that 
way. And the disparity widens dramatically 
when comparing those who are “jaded” and 
believe lower-income residents have “lower 
moral values.” Only five per cent of those in 
B.C. fall into that category, compared to 21 
per cent of Albertans. 

Alberta: When it comes to buying a house, 
39 per cent of Albertans are willing to plunk 
down extra money to get a brand-new home, 
compared to a national average of 22 per 
cent. Seventy per cent of prospective home-
buyers in the province are in the market for 
a place that doesn’t need any work.

Saskatchewan: Premier Brad Wall is the most 
popular premier in Canada, with a 63 per cent 
approval rating. Kathy Dunderdale, Newfound-
land and Labrador’s new premier, finished 
second with 55 per cent. Meanwhile, the bot-
tom spot was snagged by Quebec’s Jean Charest, 
who is backed by a measly 13 per cent. 

Ontario: Those in Canada’s most populous 
province are getting serious about fraud: 
nearly 80 per cent shield the keyboard as they 
punch in their PIN, up from 58 per cent last 
year. Alas, not all the warnings about identify 
theft have soaked in: nearly 20 per cent admit 
carrying their debit card PIN in their wallet, 
up from just five per cent in 2010.

Atlantic Canada: More than a year ago, Sta-
tistics Canada declared the recession over, 
but that message hasn’t trickled down to most 
Canadians. While 59 per cent believe that 
the country is still in a recession, that num-
ber jumps to 65 per cent among those in 
Atlantic Canada. Patricia Treble

Sources: (poverty and premiers’ popularity) Angus Reid; (Homes and 
Fraud) ENVIRONICS; Harris/Decima

W h a t  y o u ’ r e  t h i n k i n g

What not  
to hide in  

your wallet

Bogosta to be its new candidate in Brome-
Missisquoi. This was a big blow to the NDP, 
since she had been their candidate in the 
2008 election. “She’s a sovereignist any-
ways,” says Ouellet. “She voted for ‘yes’ 
[in the ’95 referendum]. She was always on 
our side.” One Tory working on the Con-
servatives’ campaign in the riding called 
Bogosta an “opportunist,” but admitted 
the defection will play well for his party. 
Ouellet decided to call it quits because, at 
76, “I’m the oldest in the House right now.” 
The Bloc MP was the critic who dealt with 
housing and homelessness; he travelled all 
across Canada. “I think I was a sovereign-
ist before and I think now I am a double 
sovereignist after being here in Ottawa and 
being through Canada.” Until he was 67, 
Ouellet worked as an architect and taught 
at the Université de Montréal. He has been 
heavily involved in the field of green archi-
tecture since the 1970s, promoting healthy, 
sustainable and energy-efficient buildings. 
Last year he was named an honorary fellow 
at the Royal Canadian Institute of Archi-
tecture. His father was an architect and 
trained him when he was only 14, he says. 
His favourite building in Ottawa? The reno-
vated library on Parliament Hill. The Cen-
tre Block, he notes on the other hand, 
“needs some good renovations. The roof 
was leaking yesterday on the sixth floor.”

Justin and the zebra steak
Abdulrahman Kinana, the former speaker 
of the East African Legislative Assembly and 
former defence minister of Tanzania, was 
in Ottawa recently for a talk at Carleton 
University on the historic ties between Tan-
zania and Canada. While in town, Kinana 
popped over to the Hill and presented a 
vintage 1982 picture of Pierre Trudeau to 
Liberal MP Justin Trudeau. The photo was 
of Justin, his father and two brothers, and 
Tanzania’s legendary president Julius Nye-
rere. Kinana said Pierre Trudeau and Nye-
rere “were both intellectuals and very good 
friends. The two leaders worked together 
in the struggle against colonialism and apart-
heid.” Justin Trudeau says he remembers 
the trip—in particular, eating zebra steak, 
and the cheetah outside the hotel. 

Youngest and oldest: Niki Ashton (top); 
Abdulrahman Kinana (left) with Justin 
Trudeau (middle); Christian Ouellet 

On the Web: Visit Mitchel Raphael’s blog at 
macleans.ca/mitchelraphael
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