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Nokoko is an open-access journal promoting dialogue, discourse and debate on Pan-
Africanism, Africa, and Africana. Nokoko brings forward the foundational work of
Professor Daniel Osabu-Kle and his colleagues when they started the Journal of Pan-
African Wisdom in 2005. ‘Nokoko’ is a Ga word that means something that is new,
novel, surprising and interesting. The journal offers a venue for scholarship to chal-
lenge enduring simplified views of Africa and the African diaspora, by providing other
perspectives and insights that may be surprising, interesting, and refreshing.

Combining spaces for academic and community reflection, Nokoko creates an oppor-
tunity for discussion of research that reflects on the complicated nature of pan-African
issues. It provides a forum for the publication of work from a cross disciplinary per-
spective that reflects scholarly endeavour, policy discussions, practitioners’ reflections,
and social activists’ thinking concerning the continent and beyond. Hosted by the
Institute of African Studies at Carleton University (in Ottawa, Canada), Nokoko pro-
vides a space for emerging and established scholars to publish their work on Africa
and the African diaspora.

The Editorial Board of Nokoko is

Pius Adesanmi, Professor, English and African Studies, Carleton

James Nii Ayite Aryee, Federal Civil Servant, Ottawa

Daniel Baheta, Senior Development Officer, Canadian International Development Agency
Alem Berhane, Public Servant and Part-time Musician

Laketch Dirasse, President, Afri-Can TechTrans Partners (ACTTP) Inc.

Sarah Gillis, Graduate, African Studies Centre, University of Oxford, based in Ottawa.
Wangui Kimari, Graduate Student, Anthropology, York University

Wendy Lawrence

Kathryn McDonald, Graduate Student, History, Queen’s University

Hamdi Mohamed, Ottawa Community Immigrant Services Organization

Toby Moorsom, Graduate Student, History, Queen’s University

Nduka Otiono, Banting Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute of African Studies, Carleton
Daniel Tetteh Osabu-Kle (Ph.D), Professor, Political Science and African Studies, Carleton
Blair Rutherford, Director, Institute of African Studies, Carleton

Daniel Tubb, Graduate Student, Anthropology, Carleton

Chris Webb, Graduate Student, Geography and Planning, University of Toronto

This is a special issue of Nokoko with Allan Thompson as guest editor and Heather
Gilberds as assistant editor.

Copyediting and proofreading by Laketch Dirasse, Elizabeth Dwivedi, Sarah Gillis,
Wendy Lawrence, Kathryn McDonald, Blair Rutherford, Chris Webb.
Layout by Daniel Tubb.
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