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How do children’s home literacy experiences 
change over time? 
 
Home literacy experiences include informal activities 
such as shared book reading as well as formal 
activities as when parents teach skills such as 
reading words or printing. 
 
Previous research suggests the following relations: 
 
1. Informal activities relate to children’s word 

knowledge and language comprehension skills. 
2. Formal activities relate to children’s reading 

specific skills such as letter-sound knowledge, 
invented spelling, and word decoding. 

 
In the present research we explored two issues for 
children in Early French Immersion. 
 
1. How do parents’ reports of home literacy  

activities change over time? 
2. Do parents’ reports of formal and informal  

literacy experiences vary for French and English? 
 

Method 
 
Children (n=70) were participants in a 3-year (K, 
Grade 1, Grade 2) longitudinal study of literacy and 
numeracy.  Parents completed questionnaires about 
their home literacy and numeracy activities.  All 
families spoke only English at home in Kindergarten. 
 

Conclusions 
 
As shown in the Figures, parents reported less 
frequent home literacy activities in French than in 
English.  For all measures except bedtime reading, 
however, the frequency of activities in French  
increased substantially over time and matched  
that of English by the end of Grade 2. 

INFORMAL ACTIVITIES 
 

How Frequently Do You Read to 
Your Child at Bedtime?
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Parents read to their children in English almost every day at all 
three times.  In contrast, parents rarely read to their children in 
French. 
 

How Frequently do you Visit the Library
 to Borrow Children's Books?
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Parents frequently and consistently visited the library to borrow 
books in English.  By Grade 2, they reported borrowing French 
books as frequently as English books.. 

 
Informal home literacy experiences in English were 
stable over time. In French, parents reported 
borrowing more books, presumably as their children 
were learning to read these books on their own. 

FORMAL ACTIVITIES 
 
 How Frequently Do You Teach Your Child 

to Read Words?
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Parents reported teaching their children to read words 
more over time.  The increase was much more dramatic for 
French than for English. 

 
How Frequently do you Teach Your Child 

to Print (Spell) Words?
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Parents reported teaching their children to print (spell) 
words consistently over time for English. In French, 
frequency increased over time. 
 
Formal home literacy experiences in English 
were stable over time.  In French, increases 
were related to increases in children’s 
knowledge of French. 
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