
Teacher’s Attachment 
 

 

This attachment has been included to provide additional information on the concepts and 

topics touched on in the handouts. You may use this as supplemental information for 

your own knowledge, in addition to handout material, or not use it at all.  

 

Key concepts and terms to highlight: 

 

 Transition and development 

 Competing systems: economic, political, cultural 

 Different interpretations of human rights 

 The role of economics vs. the role of human rights in bilateral relations between 

states 

 

 

Competing systems: 

 

You may want to highlight the idea of competing systems between China and the EU and 

Canada. This approach may allow you to engage students on a variety of themes related 

to international relations and world politics and explore the complexities and nuances of 

globalization.  

 

Below are more suggestions and questions you may want to ask your students on 

economic and human rights issues related to China: 

 

Economic systems: 

 

 The West’s adherence to liberalism in politics and economics can be contrasted to 

China’s adherence to a non-liberal form of government and transition economy.  

 You may want to highlight the idea of developmental levels: China is still a 

developing country, which makes it difficult to compare to developed countries.  

 The role of the state in the economy (ie. Five Year Plans in China, some market-

intervention in Europe, less in Canada) 

 

Social models and human rights: 

 

 You may ask your students to discuss competing value-systems in China, the EU, 

and Canada. 

 Many Western countries work hard to encourage and promote certain values and 

norms domestically and at the international level, such as democracy, respect for 

minorities and human rights. You may engage your students on the extent to 

which China ‘threatens’ these efforts, or whether China promotes a distinct 

system of values that the West can learn from.  

 Alternatively, you may propose the question of whether there is a universal model 

of values and norms, such as human rights and democracy, or whether an 



increasingly multipolar world means a variety of different value systems (i.e. 

Asian values, human rights with Chinese characteristics, etc.)  

 Another element to ask is whether countries are willing to risk strong economic 

relations in order to ‘push’ on these sensitive topics, such as human rights.  

 The following are possible questions to ask your students:  

o To what extent do these differences affect Canada’s relations with China? 

Do they seem to affect those of the EU? 

o Do these differences create problems in creating strong diplomatic 

relations? 

 

 

Additional Information on three issues in EU-China and Canada-China relations 

 

Cooperating in international organizations:  
As China is becoming a more influential country in international affairs, it is 

seeking to gain more power in international organizations (also referred to as multilateral 

institutions). The EU, Canada and US recognize that for any of these organizations to 

work effectively, they need China’s cooperation and active participation. These 

organizations include the United Nations, World Trade Organization and International 

Monetary Fund. When China participates in these organizations, it often promotes and 

defends ideas and values that support its vision of international affairs: democracy in 

international affairs, opposing American hegemony, and protecting sovereignty of 

countries. In these efforts, China has the support of a large part of the world, and it often 

contrasts its differences with Western countries.  

For example, the Chinese government says that it will only send peacekeeping 

troops into a country if it receives the permission of that government, because it wants to 

protect sovereignty. In contrast, many Western countries are more willing to intervene in 

a country’s affairs to protect civilian populations, and do not necessarily need the 

permission of that country.   

 

Human rights:  

The EU believes that the Chinese government must implement significant 

changes in order to meet international requirements and reduce violations of human 

rights, including political and civil rights. The EU seeks to work with China to improve 

conditions in this regard, including pushing for the ratification of international 

agreements on political and civil rights and reduction in the number of crimes which are 

punishable by the death penalty. The EU’s strong interest in improving human rights 

protection in China has, at times, led to some problems in the relationship. There have 

been different ways to address this issue. In 1989, after the Tiananmen Massacre, the EU 

(along with the US) reacted by imposing an embargo on the sales of arms and weapons to 

China, which is still in place today. However, nowadays, the EU’s approach to human 

rights in China is dialogue and engagement.  

For example, the EU and China have an official Human Rights Dialogue twice a 

year, during which politicians, government officials and academics meet to discuss issues 

in both the EU and China. Because it is a dialogue, both sides are able to bring up 

problems in the others’ territory.  



 

Trade disputes:  

Trade between countries can either be arranged bilaterally, which means between 

two countries/areas only, or it can be arranged multilaterally, which means it involves 

more than two countries or areas. Today, many of the laws and regulations around 

international trade are organized through the World Trade Organization, a multilateral 

organization. China and the EU both accuse each other of violating the rules of the WTO, 

such as by protecting their own industries against foreign competition or discriminating 

against foreign goods. In the event that they do this, they may deal with the dispute 

bilaterally or through the WTO. While trade disputes are a common feature of 

international trade, they have been frequently directed at and initiated by China.  

 

General questions for discussion: 

 Will China’s development bring it closer to a Western model (politically and 

economically) or will it find its own path?  

 Will it try to learn from Western models? 

 Will the rise of China be met by resistance or engagement? Will the approach be 

confrontational or cooperative?  
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