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EU and the Kyoto Protocol  

 

Course: The Environment and Resource Management (CGR4M), Canadian and International Law 

(CLN4U)  

 

The Kyoto Protocol, an amendment to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change, is an international treaty on global warming. In order to deal with the negative effects of 

global warming on the environment, countries that ratify this protocol agree to reduce their emission 

of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. It was negotiated in Kyoto, Japan in December 1997 

and came into force in February 2005, after Russia ratified the protocol in November 2004.  

 

The European Union has been one of the most consistent supporters of the Kyoto Protocol. The EU 

and its member states ratified the protocol in May 2002. The goal of the EU and its member states is 

to collectively reduce their greenhouse gas emissions by 8% between 2008 and 2012.  

 

Questions related to this topic:  

- How does the EU compare with the rest of the world in greenhouse gas emissions by 8% between 

2008 and 2012.  

- What reasons did the EU member states for deciding to ratify the Kyoto Protocol?  

- How does the EU plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions?  

- What costs are there for implementing programs to support meeting the specifications of the Kyoto 

Protocol?  

 

Links:  

 

Web Sites:  

- Climate Change, European Commission  

- Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change, Europa Portal Activities of the European Union, Summaries of 

legislation  

- Kyoto Protocol and Greenhouse Gases, Global Virtual University  

- Climate Change Policies introduction, Environment Literacy Council  

- Climate Change overview, Environment Canada  

- Perspectives on the Kyoto Protocol - from the International Institute for Sustainable Development web 

site 

- Climate Change/Kyoto Protocol activities, United Nations Industrial Development Organization  

- Greenhouse gases and the Kyoto Protocol, Energy Information Administration  

- Kyoto Protocol Climate Conference, Global Issues  

- Status of Ratification of the Kyoto Protocol, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

 

News:  

- "The Kyoto Protocol Comes into Force," BBC News  

- "EU carbon trading system likely to be pointless, says study," EU Observer  

- "EU leaders agree to flexible targets for 2020," EURactiv  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/climat/campaign/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/environment/tackling_climate_change/l28060_en.htm
http://globalis.gvu.unu.edu/?2275
http://www.enviroliteracy.org/article.php/1404.html
http://www.ec.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=2967C31D-1
http://www.iisd.ca/climate/ba/perspectives.html
http://www.unido.org/index.php?id=1000477
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/kyoto/execsum.html
http://www.globalissues.org/article/183/cop3-kyoto-protocol-climate-conference
http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/status_of_ratification/items/2613.php
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/4267245.stm
http://euobserver.com/?aid=18412
http://www.euractiv.com/en/sustainability/climate-eu-leaders-agree-flexible-targets-2020/article-137205
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Documents:  

- Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change  

 

Articles:  

- Dessai, Suraje. "The climate regime from the Hague to Marrakech: Saving or Sinking the Kyoto Protocol?" 

Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research, December 2001.  

- Viguier, Laurent et al. "Costs of the Kyoto Protocol in the European Union." Energy Policy, 2002.  

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.html
http://www.tyndall.ac.uk/sites/default/files/wp12.pdf
https://www.gtap.agecon.purdue.edu/resources/download/1300.pdf

