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2011 Canada-Europe Public Lecture   

REBUILDING LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS IN AN 
ERA OF EMPIRE AND GLOBALIZATION: 

LESSONS FROM THE EU AND BEYOND

Jan Douwe van der Ploeg
Professor of Rural Sociology
Wageningen University, the 
Netherlands

Jan Douwe van der Ploeg 
(Wageningen University) is  
actively involved in several 
farmers’ initiatives such as the 
new ‘environmental cooperatives’ 
in the Netherlands. He is co-
editor of Living Countrysides: 
Rural Development Processes 
in Europe – The State of the Art 
(Elsevier 2002). 
 
Dr. van der Ploeg will talk about 
European perspectives on local 
production of food and services, 
along with new marketing 
structures.


