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suspected asylum seekers / migrants; 
Crawler at the bottom of the screen of BBC 
World News, 15th and 16th September, 18th

October, 1st November, 2009; 

“the flood of illegal migrants”; Miguel 
Ángel Moratinos, Foreign Minister of Spain  

(Socialist Workers’ Party of Spain), in 
answer to a question, Ottawa, 18th

September, 2009.
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• The Premises on which virtually the whole 
rhetoric of the right rests are: 

• The ethnic “nation” as the foundation and 
guarantee of all values – Cultural 
Fundamentalism;

• The idea of cultural uniformity within the 
“nation”; and 

• The notion that the boundaries between ethno-
cultural groups are fixed. Individual identity is 
fixed within the nation.  Consequently any threat 
to the nation is a threat to every individual. This is 
important in understanding how this rhetoric 
works.
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Sverigedemokraterna Election TV Ad

(Party slogan:  Security and Tradition)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkRRdth8AHc

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkRRdth8AHc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkRRdth8AHc
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“For instance, the Hungarian people have huge 
problems with the Gypsies here – in 
connection with their disproportionally high 
crime rate and their marked unwillingness to 
get a job“. Gábor Vona, leader of Jobbik, 
interview in German on 28 March, 2009
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Viviane Reding,  14 September, 2010: SPEECH/10/428
Statement on the latest developments on the Roma situation

I can only express my deepest regrets that the 
political assurances given by two French 
ministers officially mandated to discuss this 
matter with the European Commission are 
now openly contradicted by an 
administrative circular issued by the same 
government.  [Circular of 5th August]

[Bolding in the original]
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• Let me be very clear: Discrimination on the 
basis of ethnic origin or race has no place in 
Europe. It is incompatible with the values on 
which the European Union is founded. 
National authorities who discriminate ethnic 
groups in the application of EU law are also 
violating the EU Charter of Fundamental 
Rights, which all Member States, including 
France, have signed up to.
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• I am personally convinced that the 
Commission will have no choice but to 
initiate infringement action against France: 

• Infringement proceedings against France for a 
discriminatory application of the Free 
Movement Directive. 

• And infringement proceedings against France 
for lack of transposition of the procedural and 
substantive guarantees under the Free 
Movement Directive. 
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“The integration of immigrants [and minorities 
R.G.] depends crucially on four conditions: 
economic opportunities, legal equality, 
cultural toleration and recognition, and an 
inclusive and pluralistic public culture”. 

Rainer Bauböck, “Public Culture in Societies of Immigration” in Sackmann, R., Faist, 

Th. and Peters B. (eds.) Identity and Integration. Migrants in Western Europe, 
Ashgate, Avebury, 2003.


