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Over the past ten months, I was fortunate enough to embark on a research exchange in Rome, Italy to conduct research for my Master’s thesis on Italy’s anti-corruption law, using a regional lens. Thanks to the funding awarded to me by Carleton’s Centre for European Studies (CES), I was immersed in my subject matter and conducted primary research that would not have been possible from Canada. By being on exchange at LUISS Guido Carli, I followed two specialized courses that helped me understand Italy’s decentralized system of governance, as well how policy should be implemented in territorial autonomies. What is more, I was able to benefit from the University’s resources, and consulted with professors and colleagues.  Also, having an affiliation with a reputable Italian institution proved helpful in recruiting interviewees for my primary research. 


In addition, during my exchange, I conducted several semi-structured interviews with jurists, regional anti-corruption officials, and a representative from Transparency International Italia. Since the law is so novel, information—particularly focusing on the regional level—is scarce; thus, without these interviews, it would have been extremely difficult to get an accurate depiction of the law’s implementation. Thanks to these encounters, I was able to acquire an inside look as to how Italy’s anti-corruption law is implemented in actuality, and compiled a list of factors that affect its implementation at the regional level. It is my hope that these findings may be generalizable to other situations and serve as a cautionary tale to other European Member States. 

In sum, my time and research in Italy was a remarkable experience that has helped me grow academically, professionally, and also personally. Besides gaining priceless information for my thesis, I also learned a great deal about Italy’s place within the European Union, the country’s political and economic institutions, its struggles within the context of the Eurozone crisis, and the impact political culture has on all aspects of governance. This year will be one that I will carry with me into the future, and one that I will never forget. For all these reasons and more, please accept this report as my immense gratitude for the funding that was awarded to me through CES. 
Sincerest thanks, 

Giovanna Roma
