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overview

• What is CFICE?
• Some lessons from one 

of our five hubs
• CFICE next steps



Community First: Impacts of Community Engagement

• A leader in ‘community-first’ approaches 
to community-campus engagement 
(CCE) 

• Strengthening social and environmental 
justice in Canada by supporting the co-
creation of knowledge in and through 
community-campus partnerships

• CFICE works to impact sectoral as well as 
CCE policies and practices through 
research and knowledge mobilization. 

• Phase I Sectors:  
Poverty Reduction
Community Environmental Sustainability
Violence Against Women 
Community Food Security





Some lessons from 
Community Food 

Security hub: 

• Building effective 
community-
campus 
partnerships (in 
teaching, research, 
and beyond) 
requires:



Relationship based on Shared Vision 



Mutually-Negotiated Project

Key: Honest conversations about each partner’s needs, capacities, resources, etc.



Contextual fluidity



Cultivate Community-Capacity Building Practices 



Also: 

• Disaggregate ‘community’ in community-campus engagement: 
There is no such thing!



Next Steps for CFICE
• 2016-2019: Four cross-sectoral working groups:

– Aligning Institutions for Community Impact
• Targets: funders, post-secondary institutions, community 

orgs. 

– Community-Based Partnership Brokerage
• Local table: Ottawa partners 
• National table: Food security movement activists and 

academics

– Community-First Partnership Tools and Practices
• E.g. student pathways for community engagement

– CFICE Evaluation and Analysis
• Sharing our learning



Community First: Impacts of Community Engagement

Thank you to our core partners and funders: 

We would love to hear from you: 
Peter.Andree@Carleton.ca

https://carleton.ca/communityfirst/
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