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	 Outline – CRCJ 3003A
	
	                               Fall 2011



 Institute of Criminology & Criminal Justice
	 Carleton University
	



Course Outline

	Course:
	
	3003A: Legal Research Methods

	
	
	

	Prerequisites:
	
	Third-year standing in BA Honours program in Criminology and Criminal Justice. Precludes additional credit for LAWS 3907 (no longer offered), LAWS 2908 and LAWS 3908.

	
	
	

	Term:
	
	Fall 2011

	
	
	

	Class:
	Day & Time:
	Wednesday 8:30–11:30am

	
	Room:
	Please check with Carleton Central for current room location. 

	
	
	

	Instructor:
	
	Zeina Bou-Zeid, PhD 

	
	
	

	Contact:
	Office:
	B442 Loeb

	
	Office Hrs:
	Wednesday 11:30-12:30 & Thursday 1:30-2:30

	
	           Email:         
	Zeina_Bou-Zeid@carleton.ca



	
	
	


	"Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course must contact a coordinator at the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities to complete the necessary Letters of Accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet and discuss your needs with me in order to make the necessary arrangements as early in the term as possible, but no later than two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first test requiring accommodations. For further information, please see: http://www2.carleton.ca/pmc/students/accommodations  . If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 111 November  2011  for December exams and 7 March 2012  for April exams.  

 For Religious and Pregnancy accommodations, please contact Equity Services, x. 5622 or their website: www.carleton.ca/equity 




COURSE OBJECTIVE AND CONTENT     

The primary objective of this course is to familiarize students with the research methodologies, theoretical approaches and research procedures and ethics pertinent to the study of criminology. Students will be instructed on how to design a research question, a research proposal, locate cases, statutes and other legal sources and develop proper legal citation techniques through a series of labs, library workshops and assignments. These skills will be developed through group work in which students will be able to select their topic (from a list provided by the instructor). Ultimately, students will create a final research report and will debate their topic in class with their research partner. 
REQUIRED TEXTS


The required readings include articles and books placed on reserve in the library. The readings are located in print form. Some of the readings are also available in electronic form on the Library RSV site (under 3003 Bou-Zeid).

Students should check WebCT regularly for course updates and assignments.

Recommended Texts
Please Note: Several copies of these texts are available for purchase at the University Bookstore.
Frank Hagan, Essentials of Research Methods in Criminal Justice and Criminology. (Boston: Pearson 

Education, Inc., 2005) (Copy on RSV)
Margaret Kerr et al., Legal Research: Step by Step, 3rd ed. (Toronto: Emond Montgomery, 2010). (Copy on RSV) 
McGill Law Journal, Canadian Guide to Uniform Legal Citation, 7th ed. (Scarborough, Ontario: Carswell, 2010). (Copy on RSV).
Wayne C. Booth et al., The Craft of Research, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008). (Please Note: This book is available as an e-book through the library website). 


EVALUTATION:  

	Evaluation Component                                                     Value                                                   Due                                      

	Class Participation


                15%                                           (ongoing)                 



	Research Question &                                                              20%                                                Oct. 12
Proposal                                                                                                       

	Annotated Bibliography                                                           20%                                                Nov. 2
 

	In-Class Presentation                                                             15%                                                Nov. 2-23
                                                           

	Final Research Report                                                            30%                                                Dec. 5
           

	                                                  


COURSE EVALUATION

Class Participation & Attendance 15%

This class is structured around discussions and class participation. The success of this course depends on informed and lively student leadership and participation. Regular attendance in class is necessary, but not sufficient, to constitute class participation. You are absolutely expected to do the readings carefully before class and come prepared to discuss them. You will be expected to bring questions and contributions to each class.  Your participation mark is based upon actual attendance in classes and labs and your contribution to group discussions and presentations. The professor will be monitoring the level of class participation by each student throughout the course. 

Research Question & Proposal 20%

In this first assignment you will select a research partner and you and your partner will both select a topic (subject areas will be provided to you). You are required to provide a properly formulated legal research question. This question should be constructed to encourage further research and debate. You are also required to create a preliminary research proposal that describes your topic, the topic rationale, outlines two competing perspectives on your topic, and the proposed research methodology. This assignment should be 5-6 pages. Both group members will receive the same mark for this assignment, however, a portion of each individual grade will be determined by peer evaluation and therefore not all members of the group will end up with the same mark. 
Annotated Bibliography 20%
 In this assignment you are required to identify and annotate relevant cases, statutes, government documents and secondary sources and discuss their importance to your project. This assignment allows you to demonstrate your ability to find relevant sources. Each annotation should include a description/summary of the source as well as an evaluation of the source relevance to the topic and your perspective. This assignment should be 10-12 pages in length and include 10 sources. All citations must conform to the citation style set out in the Canadian Guide to Uniform Legal Citation. Both group members will receive the same mark for this assignment, however, a portion of each individual grade will be determined by peer evaluation and therefore not all members of the group will end up with the same mark. 

In-Class Presentation 15%

In your group of two, you will conduct a 20 min presentation/debate on your topic and your research findings. The presentation will be in the form of a debate. A sign-up sheet for presentation dates will be circulated during the second class. The use of visual aids is encouraged as the aim of the presentation is to promote class discussion and debate on the content of the material. Presenters are encouraged to include their own views, criticisms, and interpretations. Each group member will receive a separate mark for this assignment based on their performance in the debate. 
PLEASE NOTE: All students will be required to participate in the discussions following each of the presentations of the other members of the class. The professor will be monitoring the level of class participation by each student during the group presentations and this will be reflected in the attendance/participation mark.  

Final Research Report 30%
You are required to submit an individual research report of original research, which clearly identifies the topic, the “question” you are seeking to answer, and, of course, the answer you are providing to the question. In addition to arguing your own position, students should also critically engage with competing positions, clearly explaining why they are not adequate. The report should reflect your understanding of the scholarly legal sources you have collected throughout the course. All citations must conform to the citation style set out in the Canadian Guide to Uniform Legal Citation. This assignment should be 10-12 pages long. 

More detailed instructions for assignments will be provided in class.

ASSIGNMENTS   

All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course.

Any written work submitted must be typewritten, double-spaced, 12pt font with standard 1inch margins. All assignments must include a title page with the course code, your name and your student number and my name on it. Title pages, bibliographies and endnotes are not counted in calculating page length for an assignment. 

All assignments must be handed into the Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice office drop box by 4:00 pm on the due date or to me personally in class. Assignments will not be accepted by e-mail, posted on WebCT or under the door of my office.
Students must keep a hard copy of anything submitted for marking for 3 months after submission. 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS

Late assignments will be marked down by 10% for each day the assignment is late. Assignments must be submitted within 7 days of the due date. If they are submitted after 7 days they will receive a grade of F. 

Requests for an extension must be made to me prior to the due date and will only be considered if there is an extreme reason (requests must be accompanied by supporting documentation). Computer failure, work conflicts or similar problems are not valid excuses for failing to submit an assignment on time. 
PLAGIARISM AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL OFFENCES 

The University’s policy concerning plagiarism and other instructional offences is outlined in the Undergraduate Calendar. In particular, students should note that a student commits an instructional offence is he or she “submits substantially the same piece of work to two or more courses without the prior written permission of the instructors from all courses involved. Minor modifications and amendments, such as changes of phraseology in an essay or paper, do not constitute a significant and acceptable reworking of an assignment.” Students should also note that it is an instructional offense to commit plagiarism, which is using the words or thoughts of another person without expressly acknowledging it.
CLASS SCHEDULE & READINGS
	


	Week


	Date
	Topic
	Required Readings

	1
	Sept 14
	Introduction & Course Overview

Broad overview of course requirements and assignments.

Topic Selection (Topics to be provided in class)

	No Readings

	2
	Sept 21
	Introduction to Criminological Inquiry & Research Design

Creating a Research Problem and Research Questions

Working with research partner


	Frank Hagan, Essentials of Research Methods in Criminal Justice and Criminology. (Boston: Pearson Education, Inc., 2005) Chapter 1 (pp. 1-32).
Wayne C. Booth et al., The Craft of Research, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008). Chapters 3 & 4.



	3
	Sept 28
	Locating & Using Secondary Sources (Legal Databases) 
Finding Legal Literature
Library Subject Guides

Creating an Annotated Bibliography
	Wayne C. Booth et al., The Craft of Research, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008). Chapters 5 & 6.
Margaret Kerr et al., Legal Research: Step by Step, 2nd ed. (Toronto: Emond Montgomery, 2010). Chapter 1.


	4
	Oct 5
	Locating Cases (Library Session)
Locating, Updating, Reading Cases and Case Brief Exercise.

Case Citation
	Margaret Kerr et al., Legal Research: Step by Step, 3rd ed. (Toronto: Emond Montgomery, 2010). Chapter 4.
Recommended: McGill Law Journal, Canadian Guide to Uniform Legal Citation, 7th ed. (Scarborough, Ontario: Carswell, 2010).Chapter 3.
Guest Speaker

	5
	Oct 12
	Quicklaw Training Session & Ethical Issues in Legal Research
Continued: Locating, Updating, Reading Cases and Case Brief Exercise.

· [Research Question & Proposal Due]
 
	Same as Week 4
Frank Hagan, Essentials of Research Methods in Criminal Justice and Criminology. (Boston: Pearson Education, Inc., 2005) Chapter 2 (pp. 33-68).



	6
	Oct 19
	Locating Bills, Statutes, Regulations and Government Documents (Library Session)
Library Guides

Government Documents

e-laws (Ontario)

Department of Justice (Laws)
	Margaret Kerr et al., Legal Research: Step by Step, 3rd ed. (Toronto: Emond Montgomery, 2010). Chapter 2 & 3.
Recommended: McGill Law Journal, Canadian Guide to Uniform Legal Citation, 7th ed. (Scarborough, Ontario: Carswell, 2010).Chapter 2.
Guest Speaker

	7
	Oct 26
	Preparing to Write your Research Proposal 


	Wayne C. Booth et al., The Craft of Research, 3rd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008). Chapter 7 & 13.


	8
	Nov 2
	Seminar Presentations
· [Annotated Bibliography Due]


	

	9
	Nov 9
	Seminar Presentations

	

	10
	Nov 16
	Seminar Presentations

	

	11
	Nov 23
	Seminar Presentations

	

	12
	Nov 30
	Course Wrap Up
· [Final Research Report Due : Dec. 5]


	


