
CRCJ 4001: Psychology of the Jury  
0.5 Credit Hours 

Fall 2013 
Fridays 11:35 a.m. – 2:25 p.m. 

Syllabus 
 
Instructor Information 

 
Dr. Evelyn Maeder 
Office: C566 Loeb 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 1:30 – 2:30, or by appointment 
 

For contact purposes, it is best to get in touch with me via email using CULearn.  Prior to 
emailing me, please consult this syllabus in order to determine if the answer to your question is 
included here. 

 

CULearn 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  This course will be supported by the CULearn Course Management 
System.  All correspondence with the professor should be carried out through the 
CULearn e-mail system ONLY.  A discussion group will be available for students, and a 
variety of resources (both text and online) will be made available through the CULearn 
site.  
 
Students will be fully responsible for reading and responding appropriately to all 
information distributed to students through the CULearn Course Page.  Information 
provided on this page will be considered to have been provided to all registered 
students within 24 hours of posting. 
 

 
Course Description 

 
This course will explore the jury system in Canada and other countries.  Jury selection, 

deliberation, and instructions will be discussed, in addition to a number of legal and extra-legal 
influences on jury decision-making. 

 
 
Course Materials 

 
There is no textbook for this class.  A reading list will be made available on CULearn.  These 

readings will include book chapters, journal articles, and cases, and are all available online. 
 



This is an upper-level criminology course, which will be reflected in the reading assignments.  
On average, students will be expected to read 40-60 pages of material for each class period.  Some of 
the reading assignments will be dense, and many will be research articles.  Students are expected to 
read all of the assignments for every class, and to come prepared to participate in class discussion. 

 
Course Format 

 
 This class will be largely discussion-based and may follow a format that is different from other 
criminology classes you have taken. This class will be taught in seminar format, meaning that the 
instructor will minimize lectures in favour of group discussions.  The goal is to engage students in the 
course content to promote active learning of the material.  To facilitate this goal, students will be 
expected to participate in class discussion, and their grades will reflect the quality and quantity of their 
participation. 
 
Grading 

 
Your grade in this class will be determined through weekly discussion, a research poster/poster 

presentation, a video response, a paper outline, and a term paper.   
 
Grade Breakdown 

 

ASSIGNMENT VALUE DUE DATE 

Weekly Coursework   

In-Class Discussion 30% throughout 

Semester Assignments   

Research Poster & Poster Presentation 20% November 22 & 29 

Research Poster Peer Review 5% November 22 & 29 

Paper Outline 5% October 4 

Video Response 10% December 9  

Term Paper 30% November 15 

 
 
Grading Scale 

 

Letter Grade Percent Letter Grade Percent 

A+ 90 – 100% C 63 – 66% 

A 85 – 89% C- 60 – 62% 

A- 80 – 84% D+ 57 – 59% 

B+ 77 – 79% D 53 – 56% 

B 73 – 76% D- 50 – 52% 

B- 70 – 72% F 0 – 49% 

C+ 67 – 69%   

 
 
 



Assignments 

 
Weekly Coursework 
 
In-Class Discussion: Discussion is the essence of this class.  Much of the learning that will take place in 
this class will come from sharing your thoughts and listening to the thoughts of your colleagues.  In 
addition, discussion enables you to ask questions about anything that is confusing you.  You, therefore, 
are expected to attend and meaningfully participate in class sessions.  Meaningful participation means 
that you have read and thought about all of the assigned readings prior to class.  It also means that, 
during class, you actively engage the material by posing questions, drawing connections, generating 
ideas, and discussing relevant issues.   
 
This class will be conducted using a modified version of the Socratic Method.  Students will be 
expected to come to class having read the assigned material and prepared to answer questions.  You 
may be asked questions about the readings at any time throughout the discussion period.  These 
questions may relate to factual material from the readings, extrapolation on the content of the works, 
and/or critical thought about the material’s implications. 
 
Your discussion grade for this class is worth 30% of your final grade.  Each week, participation is graded on 
a scale from 0 through 4, using the criteria in the table below. The criteria focus on what you demonstrate and 
do not presume to guess at what you know but do not demonstrate.  
 

Grade Participation Criteria 

0 o Absent or more than 15 minutes late 

1 

o Present, not disruptive. 
o Tries to respond when called on but does not offer much. 
o Demonstrates very infrequent involvement in discussion. 
o At the other extreme, monopolizes the discussion and makes it difficult for others to 

participate 

2 

o Demonstrates adequate preparation: knows basic facts from the papers, but does not show 
evidence of trying to interpret or analyze them. 

o Offers straightforward information (e.g., straight from the papers), without elaboration or 
with very infrequent (perhaps once a class) elaboration. 

o Does not offer to contribute to discussion, but contributes to a moderate degree when 
called. 

o Demonstrates sporadic involvement and attention. 

3 

o Demonstrates good preparation: knows content of the papers, has thought through 
implications of them. 

o Offers interpretations and analysis of material (more than just facts) to class. 
o Contributes well to discussion in an ongoing way: responds to other students' points, thinks 

through own points, questions others in a constructive way, offers and supports suggestions 
that may be counter to the majority opinion. 

o Demonstrates consistent ongoing involvement and attention. 



4 

o Demonstrates excellent preparation: has analyzed the papers exceptionally well, relating the 
content to other readings and relevant material (e.g., readings, course material, discussions, 
experiences) 

o Offers analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of the papers, e.g., puts together pieces of the 
discussion to develop new approaches that take the class further. 

o Contributes in a very significant way to ongoing discussion: keeps analysis focused, responds 
very thoughtfully to other students' comments, contributes to the cooperative argument-
building, suggests alternative ways of approaching material and helps class analyze which 
approaches are appropriate, relates to real-life experiences and perspectives. 

o Demonstrates ongoing very active involvement and attention. 

* Criteria adapted from 

http://trc.virginia.edu/Publications/Teaching_Concerns/Spring_1996/TC_Spring_1996_Maznevski.htm 

If you are unable to attend class on a given day due to an excused absence, then you may make up for 
lost discussion points by attending office hours and discussing the material with me to demonstrate 
that you have completed and thought about the assigned readings.  Excused absences consist of 
personal illness, family emergencies, and professional activities (e.g., conferences, job interviews), and 
are left to my discretion. I must be notified before the missed class in order for you to be eligible to 
make up the lost points.   
 
Semester Assignments 

 
Term Paper:  The purpose of this assignment is to engage in critical thinking about a specific area of 
jury research, and to improve your writing skills in the process.  You will write a research proposal in an 
area of jury decision-making (e.g., evidence, extra-legal influences, comprehension of jury instructions, 
etc., or an approved special topic [please consult with me]).  To facilitate thoughtful work on this 
research paper, you will first submit an outline for approval.  The final paper should be between 10 and 
15 pages long, not including references, appendices, or the title page.   

 
Research Poster and Poster Presentation:  Using the information gathered in the process of writing 
your term paper, you will design a research poster similar to those presented at academic conferences.  
In addition, we will have two poster presentation days, in which you will be asked to explain your 
poster briefly (again, as you would at a conference) and be able to circulate and see the posters of your 
colleagues.  Your grade for this assignment will result from a combination of my score and the scores of 
your colleagues.   
 
Research Poster Peer Review:  During the poster sessions, you will be asked to review the posters and 
presentations of your colleagues (on the day on which you are not presenting).  You will be provided 
with peer feedback criteria, and will be expected to critically engage with your colleagues and 
determine an appropriate score for each poster given these criteria. Your grade for this assignment will 
reflect the thoroughness of your feedback, as well as your degree of critical engagement with the 
posters/presentations. 

 
There will be an entire class period devoted to describing the expectations for the term paper / 
research poster.  If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to see me during office hours, or 
to make an appointment to discuss them in more detail. 



 
Video Response: On the last day of class, you will watch a videotaped jury trial, complete from 
selection to deliberations.  You will be asked to reflect on the video in light of material learned in the 
classroom and the readings.  More detail about this assignment will be provided closer to the 
presentation of the video. 

 
 

Late Assignment Policy 

 
 Late assignments will be docked 10% per day that the assignment is late, including weekends 
(i.e., each day of the weekend counts as a full day).  If the paper is more than four days late, it will 
automatically receive a grade of 0.  A paper is considered late if it is not turned in by the end of the 
class period in which it is due. This means that if you are not in class, the assignment must be turned 
into the Institute of Criminology and Criminal Justice Office (C562 Loeb Building) before 2:25 p.m. in 
order for it to be considered on time.  Papers that are turned in after 2:25 p.m. on the due date will be 
considered one day late.  Papers that are turned in after 2:25 p.m. the following day will be considered 
two days late, and so on. 

If you are handing in the assignment late or outside of class, please have it time stamped by one 
of the administrators (Marilyn or Robin) so that I know when it was turned in to the office.  Papers that 
are not time stamped will be presumed turned in the day that I receive them, which may result in 
further lateness penalty.  

If you need to submit a late assignment over the weekend, you will not be able to have the 
paper time-stamped as the administrators are not in the office until the following Monday morning.  As 
such, you can email a copy of the assignment to me at the same time as you submit it in person to the 
ICCJ office via the drop-box.  If the email copy matches the hard copy submitted, the paper will be 
considered turned in at the time I receive the email from you (via CULearn, with the paper attached as 
a Word Document).  You do need to turn in the hard copy as I do not accept assignments via email 
other than to check the submission time. 

Other than to verify submission time, assignments will NOT be accepted by email; only hard 
copies will be evaluated.  If you have a major problem (such as prolonged illness), please let me know 
ahead of time.  If you do not receive permission to turn in the term paper late before the day it is due, 
you will not be excused. 
  
 
Other Information 

 
 Academic Misconduct 
 
Plagiarism:  There is no excuse for plagiarism.  The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, 
whether intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas, or work of others as one’s own.”  This can 
include: 

- Reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 
material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without 
proper citation or reference to the original source; 

- Submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 



- Using ideas or direct, verbatim quotation, or paraphrased material, concepts, or 
ideas without appropriate acknowledgement in any academic assignment; 

- Using another’s data or research findings; 
- Failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
- Handing in “substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission 
occurs.” 
 

In order to avoid unintentional plagiarism, you are encouraged to consult a style manual (such 
as the American Psychological Association’s Publication Manual) to make sure that you are citing 
others’ work appropriately.  You also are encouraged to see the instructor if you have questions about 
plagiarism or other issues related to academic misconduct (or anything else!). 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial.  
They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of “F” for the course. 

 
 

Requests for Academic Accommodations 
 

For Students with Disabilities Contact Paul Menton Centre (6608) to obtain 
letters of accommodations. 

For Religious Observance To be worked out on individual basis with 
instructor.  Consult Equity Services Website or 
an Equity Advisor (ext. 5622) for Policy and list 
of Holy Days (www.carleton.ca/equity) 

For Pregnancy Contact Equity Services (5622) to obtain 
letters of accommodations. 

  
 
 


