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Course Description and Objectives:

Throughout this course, we will focus on the theory and practice of qualitative methods to better understand how social scientists explore the world around us in a critical manner. We will examine theoretical and methodological issues associated with popular qualitative research practices; including epistemology, subjectivity, reflexivity, observations, field notes, interviews, textual and mediated data, analysis and writing. While we are primarily concerned with qualitative methods, we will also deconstruct the polarity of the quantitative vs. qualitative divide and jump into debates concerning the politics of knowledge construction, truth claims and critiques of the scientific method. 
This course will incorporate a multidisciplinary approach to the study of methods and methodology through the use of lectures, interactive learning and practical tutorial workshops – within and outside the classroom. Since the practice of method should not be confined to the classroom or literature, we will strike a balance between the goal of becoming acquainted with literature on qualitative methods and the objective of gaining practical experience in fieldwork methods. This will be a hands-on learning experience throughout the semester.
The major assignment for the course is a team-based research assignment that uses several smaller assignments as a foundation for its completion.The course will nurture the development of basic qualitative research skills by asking students, working in small research teams, to go through all major steps of knowledge construction. Through the course assignments, examinations and participation requirements, students will learn the craft of research is it pertains to both sociology and criminology as an individual and as a member of a research team. By the time students leave this class they will have acquired all the relevant skills to be able to develop a research problem and question, critique and assess relevant research and literature, construct a research strategy and carry this research design to completion – in practice and in writing. 
