Good Afternoon, my name is Ted Jackson and I am the Associate Dean for the Faculty of Public Affairs at Carleton University. 
J’aimerais vous souhaiter la bienvenue, mesdames, messieurs, à cette Conversation critique sur l’innovation des partenariats publics-privés (PPP) pour la lutte contre le VIH/sida, parrainée par l’École de politique et d’administration publiques de l’Université Carleton, en collaboration avec l’Institut Wellesley de Toronto – et naturellement, avec nos partenaires, l’Agence canadienne de développement international et l’Agence de la santé publique du Canada.

As noted in the supporting documents organized for today’s event, it was Kofi Annan that said “what is [even more] difficult is when you see somebody lying there dying who knows that there’s medication and medicine somewhere else in the world that can save her, but she can’t have it because she’s poor and lives in a poor country”. 
This is the reality of the AIDS epidemic. Incredible advancements in AIDS/HIV research has allowed for the development of new drugs that can not only extend but improve the quality of life for those living with the disease. 
Increasingly, it is the interrelationship between the public and private sector which is playing a pivotal role in the fight against HIV/AIDS. These innovative partnerships have provided a mechanism for focusing much needed attention for developing solutions for diseases that largely impact the developing world,
Before moving to some opening comments from Director General Ernst Loevinsohn, from CIDA – let me take a few moments to introduce to you our speakers and discussants.
In session one, we will hear from Dr. Jose Esperza, MD, PHD and John McGoldrick. 

Dr. Jose Esperza is the senior advisor on HIV Vaccines for the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation in Seattle, as well as, the serving head of the interim Secretariat of the “Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise” He has published over 150 articles on topics ranging from human virology, HIV/AIDS and the history of epidemics and vaccination. 
John McGoldrick is the Senior Vice President of External Strategy Development at International AIDS Vaccine Initiative and was responsible for steer heading the 150 million dollar “Secure the Future” program which develops models for the treatment of HIV/AIDS in nine African countries.
In session two, presenting will be 
Dr. Orin Levine, the Director of the Pneumococcal Accelerated Development and Introduction Plan, a 30 million dollar project sponsored by the GAVI. His research interests include epidemiology, control and prevention of infectious diseases, especially respiratory infections in developing countries.

Followed by, 

Dr Ranjana Kumar the Senior Programmme Officer for the GAVI Secretariat in the Country cluster focusing on supporting countries in the South and South East Asia region. She has also been a health advisor for the department of international development based in India for the past seven years working on issues such as child health and mother to child transmission of HIV/AIDS

In session three we will hear from,  

Dr Kevin Keough The former CEO of the Alberta Heritage Foundation for Medical Research and Chief Scientist for Health Canada. He is currently a private consultant and an active member of the governing council of the Canadian institutes of Health Research and the Canada Co-chair of the Canada-European Union S&T Agreement.

Our final presenter will be Hilary Pearson who has had a twenty year career spanning all three sectors. She is currently the President of the Philanthropic Foundation of Canada, a national member association for Canada’s independent and family foundations based in Montreal. 

Nous avons prévu pour chaque séance une période de questions, que je faciliterai – permettez-moi de vous souhaiter à nouveau une très chaleureuse bienvenue et une conversation critique dynamique et passionnante.

