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Le français, les français et la France avant la nation.

Charles Doutrelepont, French, Carleton University

Les travaux récents de Hroch, Fishman, Smith, Hobsbawm, Anderson consacrés aux nations et aux nationalismes s’accordent sur un point: il n’y a pas de nation qui soit une entité sociale immuable et qui ait un destin politique prédéterminé.  Il semble, de plus, que le concept même de «nation» soit récent, c'est-à-dire postérieur aux années 1780; selon Hobsbawm, par exemple, «la nation n'est une entité sociale que pour autant qu'elle est liée à un certain type d'État territorial moderne, l'état nation».

On constate cependant dans la France du Nord, dès le XIIe siècle, les premiers indices d’un sentiment d’appartenance à une collectivité relativement vaste, celle de «la France». Dans plusieurs textes de cette époque, qui à des degrés divers glorifient une collectivité sinon un héros collectif, dans les chansons de geste (Chanson de Roland, Chanson de Guillaume, Couronnement de Louis, etc.) de nombreux personnages sont identifiés comme étant des «Français». Dans ces textes, en outre, la France est désignée comme un «doux pays», un pays pour lequel il est digne de mourir. Enfin, à la même époque, l’expression «langue française» commence à être employée pour désigner la langue des protagonistes des premiers romans.

Y-a-t'il là un faisceau de convergences? S’agit-il des premières manifestations d’une «conscience nationale», sinon d’une prise de «conscience collective»? Ce sont-là quelques-unes des questions que nous souhaitons envisager. Ces questions, elles se posent d’autant plus qu’on admet traditionnellement que le quadrillage de l’ensemble du royaume de France, et surtout que l’autorité du roi sur son royaume ne sont  pas antérieurs au XIIIe siècle. 

Renan écrivait : «L’oubli, et je dirai même l’erreur historique, sont un facteur essentiel de la formation d’une nation et c’est ainsi que le progrès des études historiques est souvent pour la nationalité un danger».  

French before France

In their studies on nations and nationalism, Hroch, Fishman, Smith, Hobsbawm and Anderson seem to agree on two points: no nation is an unchanging social entity and none has a predetermined political destiny. It also seems that the concept of "nation" is fairly recent, and did not exist before 1780; according to Hobsbawm, for example, "a nation is a social entity only as far as it is linked with a modern territorial state: the nation-state."  

However, one can observe in the North of France, in the twelfth century, the first signs of a conscious sentiment of belonging to a fairly large community, that of France. In several texts of that period, which tend to promote this community or its heroes, in the epic poetry of the "chanson de geste" (the Chanson de Roland, the Chanson de Guillaume, the Couronnement de Louis, for example), several characters are identified as being "French." In these texts, France is considered to be a "doux pays," a country worth dying for. During that period, the wording "langue française" is also used in reference to the language spoken by the story's characters.

Can these observations be tied together? Are these the first indications of the birth of a "national consciousness," if not of a "collective consciousness"? These are some of the questions we wish to explore. These are questions that matter, considering that historians are in agreement about the beginnings of the king's control over its territory: this phenomenon dates from the beginning of the Thirteenth Century, at the earliest.

Renan wrote: "Oblivion, and I would add historical errors, constitute essential components of the building of a nation, and for this reason, historical progress is often a danger for the national consciousness." (Translation: Doutrelepont)

Mystical Space: Mapping God and Bodies in Three Medieval Kabbalistic Communities.

Marla Segol, Humanities, Carleton University

My work in progress focuses on theologies of bodies and symbols in Jewish mystical thought. Specifically, I am interested in the ways in which Jewish mystical thinkers engage those of their neighboring and host cultures. In this project, I compare mystical semiotics in three ninth-tenth century commentaries on the late antique Jewish mystical work, Sefer Yetsirah, one from Byzantium, one from Persia, and one from a scholar born in North Africa and writing eventually in Spain. In this paper I work to elaborate and to culturally contextualize the range of understandings of the relation between symbols, bodies, the created world, and the divine, with a view to understanding mystical theologies across cultures, and to identifying those which are specifically Jewish. 

Transnational Spaces / Espaces transnationaux
Chair / Présidente: Alvina Ruprecht

French, Carleton University
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“Transnationality: Networking What and How?”
Claire Roberge, Art History and Communication Studies, McGill University
Transnationality does not seem to take the form here that it has in the States, meaning with one language, one culture and one territory. Transnationality is a multifaceted, multi-local process and it is necessary to discern how this process affects power relations, cultural constructions, economic interactions, and, more generally, social organization at the level of locality (Guarnizo and Smith: 1998). We can agree that transnationality is a reality, but what reality are we talking of? This is where I find that the pragmatic level is essential to observe. The mobilities between the transnational space and the local space require the existence of a network. In the network, I note different significations of the passage between the two spaces: the « In Between » (Bhabha: 1996) or the « not quite » that locates the dichotomy of colonised/coloniser; the « Métamorphoses des personnages » (Zila Bernd:2003) participating in migrant home(s);  the « non-lieux » (Augé: 1992) defining transitory places. Depending on the type of passage, there is a different operationalization which questions the meanings of belonging.

La Nation et ses transversalités dans Le Jardin des Plantes de Claude Simon

Pascal Gin, Langues et littératures modernes, Université d’Ottawa

La problématique du lieu définit un point nodal des pensées de la mondialisation. Le concept de glocalisation (Robertson, 1995), la dialectique du local et du global Giddens, 1991) ou encore le retour du localisme (Featherstone, 1995) sont autant de manifestations théoriques de cette lancinante préoccupation à l’égard des espaces auxquels nous lient quelque sentiment d’appartenance, depuis lesquels se déploie le perspectivisme d’un horizon de sens. À ce propos, la nation, projet ou mythe qu’il importe de distinguer du seul appareil étatique, désigne sans doute aujourd’hui le lieu collectif dont on interroge le plus et la portée imaginaire et la légitimité construite. On signale là son épuisement, on  en appelle ailleurs à son dépassement, on relèverait ça et là ses persistances allégoriques…

C’est l’efficace figuratif de ce lieu que je veux ici soumettre à analyse dans une perspective spécifiquement littéraire. Évoquant combien la forme romanesque peut se faire le déploiement narratif d’un rapport renouvelé à la totalité imaginée du monde (le concept de modern epic chez F. Moretti, 1996), je me propose d’analyser la place qui revient au lieu nation dans Le Jardin des Plantes de Claude Simon. Si le roman thématise diégétiquement l’expérience d’une  mondialisation vécue, il mobilise par ailleurs, narrativement, divers modes d’écriture pour circonscrire dans le réseau de  l’espace- signes un lieu privilégié que connote fortement mais non sans équivoque l’idée de nation. À proximité littéraire des réflexions d’Arjun Appadurai (1996), que je convoquerai dans le détail de leur développement théorique, Le Jardin des Plantes s’acquitte ainsi d’une production (romanesque) du sentiment de localité dont il importe de détailler le rapport à l’Idée-Nation.

National Discourses across Literary Space : 

The Sense of Locality in Claude Simon’s Le Jardin des Plantes
Place as a focus of critical enquiry is a marked feature of globalization theory. Glocalization (Robertson, 1995), situatedness (Giddens, 1991), the rise of localism (Featherstone, 1995) are but some of the conceptual attempts at mapping out contemporary spatial identities. In the context of such widespread concerns for what Arjun Appadurai aptly describes as our sense of locality, the idea of nation has come under intense scrutiny.  Not to be equivocated with state apparatus, the myth or telos of nationhood is being probed for legitimacy and relevance. A shifting paradigm for some, a spent concept for others, a persisting allegorical form…

This paper looks into the figurative dynamics of contemporary nationhood from the point of view of a literary expression. Drawing on Franco’s Morreti transformative account of world narratives in the novel (1996), the analysis will focus on the nation as a key locus of literary space in Claude Simon’s Le Jardin des Plantes (1997). Enplotted as a globalized biography, Simon’s novel relies on a variety of spatial discourses that give prominence to the nation-place, yet loosen at times its situated grip on spatial representation. How the nation’s literary states partake of the novel’s sense of locality will be the primary concern of a reading closely informed by Arjun Appadurai’s analysis of cultural globalization.

Conférencier d’honneur 

Le « trans » comme avoir-lieu plutôt que comme lieu.

Patrick Imbert, Lettres françaises, Université d’Ottawa

Les recherches dans les humanités et les sciences sociales visant la promotion de l’État-Nation depuis la vision napoléonienne du rôle des institutions d’enseignement et de savoir et la montée des nationalismes européens ont évolué depuis la fin de la deuxième guerre mondiale. Elles se sont centrées sur les lieux géographiques divers afin de dépasser l’ignorance de l’extérieur généré par de tels programmes qui se manifestent encore dans de nombreux pays de nos jours où on ne subventionne que des recherches concernant le local ou le national. 

Malgré cet intérêt pour l’extérieur, on vit encore sur une pensée qui imbrique la nationalité avec les recherches et les disciplines. Ceci mène à des textes savants où l’on parle constamment de soi et des autres, d’intérieur et d’extérieur et de domestique et d’étranger. Cette cartographie naturalisant la construction arbitraire que sont les frontières nationales, encore plus arbitraires quand elles sont intégrées dans des champs de recherches est inadéquate pour appréhender les dynamiques mondialisantes arrimées aux flux économico-culturels et aux réseaux aidés par les nouvelles technologies. 

À partir de ces réflexions critiques, on se consacre à des propositions qui tendent à ouvrir les champs de recherche à des caméléonages qui se fondent sur l’idée que le lieu d’où l’on parle et que la communauté ne précèdent pas une rencontre mais qu’elles proviennent de l’interaction et de l’échange. Les lieux symboliques d’où l’on parle sont le produit des rencontres et des interactions aussi bien avec le proche que le lointain. Ils se construisent et se transforment dans l’interaction constante, une idée qui est suggérée par F.Barth au sujet des frontières et de l’invention des images de soi. 

Ceci a des  conséquences du point de vue  scientifique comme administratif :

1/Scientifique :

Dans ce cadre, il faudrait promouvoir les redéfinitions à partir d’un constructivisme qui reconnaît que les discours s’interpénètrent et se mélangent. C’est par la mobilité que s’inventent des savoirs nouveaux en rapport avec des dynamiques et des institutions qui recontextualisent le local et le global dans l’évaluation des glocals qui surgissent dans les recontextualisations contemporaines. Ceci est particulièrement vrai pour les populations urbaines (et les habitants des petites villes sont devenus des urbains dans leur rapport aux médias, à internet et leurs aspirations à avoir accès à l’université et aux voyages planétaires), comme pour les groupes autochtones échappant aux dominances locales pour s’affirmer à l’aide de réseaux mondialisés comme les ONG et les problématiques planétaires écologiques fondant des patrimoines non plus nationaux mais humains. Dans ce contexte, la citoyenneté n’est pas seulement un ensemble de droits mais aussi une capacité à jouir de mobilités socio-culturelles et économiques comme le souligne Pico Iyer dans son roman The Global Soul. D’ailleurs, vu les dynamiques mises en scène dans cet ouvrage, d’un point de vue littéraire, on peut échapper au nationalisme des anthologies et des divisions nationalo-disciplinaires pour affirmer que ce livre fait partie des littératures québécoise, italienne, thaïlandaise, états-unienne, au même titre que 99fr de Beigbeder ou Le monde de Sophie de Gaarder. 

2/ Administratif

Par rapport aux entités organisées en disciplines nationales et dans le but de favoriser l’organisation de recherches efficaces dans un « avoir lieu » qui rendrait compte des transformations en cours, de la traversée du lieu (national) par le vecteur du changement et donc du temps combiné à la vitesse, il faudrait par exemple financer les entreprises intellectuelles transnationales de façon adéquate. On remarque que les départements fondés sur la conjonction disciplinaire et de la localisation nationale, bénéficient de structures stables mais que les problématiques de recherche transdiciplinaires ne trouvent place que par le biais  de projets de recherche ou, au mieux, de chaires. Ces deux entités dépendent toujours de financement à court terme où les étudiants chercheurs  dépendent aussi du court terme de subventions de 3 ans. Par conséquent, leur thèse qui est la porte de leur succès professionnel sera ancrée dans le nationalo-disciplinaire plus que dans le transnational. 

Il y a donc toute une série de transformations épistémiques, organisationnelles et financières que l’on visera à repenser pour suggérer des pistes qui permettraient de promouvoir les recherches transnationales dans le cadre de la mondialisation et de l’accès aux savoirs et à leur vulgarisation efficace.

Keynote Address

Across, Through and Between: “trans” as Taking Place Rather Than Having a Place
Patrick Imbert, University of Ottawa

Research in the Humanities and the Social Sciences dedicated to the promotion of the nation-state since the Napoleonic vision of the role of institutions of higher learning and the rise of European nationalism has been engaged in a process of evolution since the end of the Second World War. It has begun to focus on multiple geographic spaces in order to transcend the provincialism generated by the subsidy of purely local and national research projects, a situation still the norm in most countries of the world. 

Despite this interest in the exterior world, nationality continues to be imbricated in research and academic disciplines. This leads to scholarly publications that constantly refer to the Self and the Other, to the interior and the exterior, to the domestic and the foreign.  This cartography that naturalizes the arbitrary construction of national barriers, even more arbitrary when integrated into research fields, is inadequate to apprehend the global dynamics tied to the economic-cultural flux and to networks created or expanded with the help of new technology.

Aside from this type of critical reflection, we are dedicated to propositions that tend to make fields of research susceptible to chameleon-like changes based on the idea that the place/community from which we speak do not precede encounters, but rather that both place/community originate from interaction and exchange.  The symbolic spaces from where we speak are the product of encounters and interactions just as near as far.  These symbolic spaces are constructed and transformed through constant interaction, an idea suggested by F. Barth regarding frontiers and the invention of self-image.

This has consequences from the scientific and administrative point of view:

1/ Scientific

In this context, one must promote redefinitions from a constructivist standpoint that recognizes that discourses, by definition, intermingle.  It is through mobility that new knowledge is invented with regard to the dynamics and institutions that recontextualize the local and the global, and in the evaluation of the spaces that result from contemporary recontextualizations.  This is particularly true for urban populations (and the inhabitants of small villages who have become urbanites with respect to their relation to the media, Internet and their desire to travel the world and obtain equal access to a university education), as well as for indigenous groups that avoid local logics of domination and exclusion to affirm their identity with the help of global networks (i.e. Non-Governmental Organizations), and finally for global ecological problems that found human rather than national heritages.  In this context, citizenship is not only a collection of rights but also a capacity, according to Pico Iyer in his novel The Global Soul, to take advantage of socio-cultural and economic mobility.  Also, given the global dynamics and perspectives put into place in this novel, from a literary point of view, we can avoid the nationalism of anthologies and the national-disciplinary divisions to go on, to affirm that this book belongs to the literature of Quebec, Italy, Thailand or United States.  The same affirmation can be made regarding 99fr by Beigbeder or Le monde de sophie by Gaarder.

2/ Administrative

Regarding the organized entities in national disciplines and in the aim of favouring the organization of effective research in a “taking place” that would take into account the ongoing transformations, the movement across the national space by the vector of change (and thus of time and speed combined), one must for example adequately finance transnational intellectual enterprises. Departments founded on the connections between disciplines and national localization benefit from stable structures; however, transdisciplinary research problematics only find a niche via research projects or, at best, Research Chairs.  These two entities always depend on short-term financial aid where student research assistants also depend on three-year short-term subsidies.  Consequently, their theses, the key to their professional success, will be anchored in the national-disciplinary more rather than in the transnational.

There is thus a whole series of epistemic, organizational and financial transformations that we aim to reconsider in order to create new ways of promoting transnational research in the context of globalization, access to knowledge, and its effective popularization.

Cross-Border Nationalisms / Nationalismes à travers les frontières

Chair / Présidente: Sukeshi Kamra

English, Carleton University
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Migration, Memory and Trans-border Nationalism:

Russian Germans in the Interwar German Imagination

James Casteel, History, Rutgers University 

In contemporary public and academic discourse, the memory and history of migration is often framed in terms of a binary between nations and migrants, between those who are settled and those who are not.  Yet nations, as "imagined communities," are relatively recent constructions and have not been so solidly rooted in place as we have tended to assume.  The non-fixity of the nation is particularly apparent in the German case where, as Konrad Jarausch has argued, "the prevalent German self-image of stability is a result of an extraordinary act of amnesia that has repressed memories of the varied outward and inward migrations in Central Europe."
  My paper will problematize the apparent stability of German nationhood through an analysis of the interwar public discourse surrounding ethnic Germans in the Soviet Union.  This paper will contribute to a broader discussion of interconnections between national identity, migration and violence that characterized European and world history in the twentieth century.

After World War I, Russian Germans, predominantly descendents of German emigrants to Russia in the eighteenth and nineteenth century, came to be reimagined, along with other Auslanddeutschen, as members of an expansive German nation.  World War I began a long series of population transfers and redrawing of national borders in the multiethnic space of central and eastern Europe which continued into peacetime with the implementation of the Peace Treaty of Versailles.  Russian Germans entered German consciousness as victims of wartime discrimination and persecution under the tsar, and they continued to be seen as victims first of civil war and famine, and later of collectivization under the Soviets.  

Russian-German experiences of migration and displacement thus came to play a key role in transforming German identity in the interwar period.  Russian-German immigrants to Germany advocated for their co-nationals and publicized their plight, thereby expanding the boundaries of the German nation.  Moreover, Russian-German experiences of displacements and migration, both past and present, were reworked and incorporated into narratives of German self-understanding.  For example, only in the interwar period could a German author publish an epic novel of the German people which took the Russian Germans as the main protagonists.
  Such narratives of migration experiences worked to posit Germans as possessing a culture that remained stable and unchanged despite the disruptions of modernity. 

German discourse surrounding the Russian Germans articulated German self-representations and, more subtly, Germans' views of others.  The latter was most evident in the extent to which the discourse surrounding the Russian Germans involved the erasure of the histories and cultures of other nations, ethnicities and peoples of eastern Europe and Russia.  Interwar German memory was highly selective and highlighted German experiences of migration and trauma while obscuring those of others, most problematically of eastern European Jews.  

Malagasy Soul: Imagining Local Music for a Global Marketplace

Paul Théberge, SSAC: Music/ ICSLAC, Carleton University

It has become increasingly evident that the production of popular music takes place within a context of transnational exchanges and flows.  Within this context, the relationship between local and global production and consumption has become extremely complex, dynamic, and interdependent.   The modern recording studio can be thought of as one of the nodal points at which these relationships come into sharp focus and are played out in a variety of concrete ways: for Louise Meintjes (2003), the studio is a kind of isolated, non-space in which local traditions and musical identities can be re-imagined, processed, and projected out into the global marketplace.

This paper will explore these issues through a case study of a CD entitled, Introducing Vakoka, released in 2004 on the London-based label, World Music Network.  "Vakoka" means "tradition" in Malagasy and, while the music presented on the CD is certainly based in a range of traditional musics found on the island of Madagascar, it is also something else: a fusion of traditional and contemporary musical styles – a fusion created specifically for the recording medium itself.  Indeed, most of the thirteen musicians involved in the recording came from different geographic regions within Madagascar, represented diverse musical traditions, and had never played together before the rehearsals began for the recording sessions.  The creation of Vakoka was thus a kind of fiction, the product of a collective effort to imagine a new kind of music that had never really existed before, a music based on local traditions but destined for an international marketplace.  In this regard, the production embodies, at its very core, a number of contradictions and tensions that exist between local and global cultures and it is these aspects of the recording that I want to examine in this paper.

Meintjes, Louise, 2003, Sound of Africa!: Making Music Zulu in a South African Studio, Durham, NC: Duke University Press.
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� Konrad Jarausch and Michael Geyer, Shattered Past: Reconstructing German Histories (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2003), 198.


� Josef Ponten, Volk auf dem Wege, Roman der deutschen Unruhe, 2 vols. (Stuttgart: Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt 1930-1931), expanded and revised edition, 6 vols. (1933-1942).
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