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ECO6174 Health Economics 
Winter 2016 

 
 
Professor:  Myra Yazbeck 
Office:  FSS9057 
Office hours: Monday 11:30 to 12:30 from January 11 to April 11 
E-mail: myazbeck@uottawa.ca 
 
 
Description:  

This course is designed to introduce students to the issues, theories and practice of health and health care 
economics. Health economics is a heavily empirical field and many of the papers discussed have an 
applied microeconometrics component. Much of the course will focus on discussion of econometric 
methods of particular importance in health economics with particular attention impact evaluation and 
causal inference. No microeconometrics knowledge will be assumed, the lectures will always provide the 
required knowledge to read the assigned papers. 

 
Reference Textbooks: 
 
There is no required textbook for this course.  Many of the readings are articles that will be given to you 
on weekly basis for which the University of Ottawa has an online subscription.  
 
Angrist, J.D. and Pischke, J.S., 2014. Mastering metrics: The Path from Cause to Effect. Princeton 
University Press. 
 
Cameron, A.C. and Trivedi, P.K., 2005. Microeconometrics: methods and applications. Cambridge 
university press. 
 
Glennerster, R. and Takavarasha, K., 2013. Running randomized evaluations: A practical guide. 
Princeton University Press. 
 
O'Donnell, O.A. and Wagstaff, A., 2008. Analyzing health equity using household survey data: a guide to 
techniques and their implementation. World Bank Publications. 
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Evaluation: 
 
Please note that the evaluation scheme may be modified depending on the final class size. It is your 
responsibility to keep an eye on the latest version of the Syllabus that will be posted on Blackboard. 

Exam     30%      (Monday February 22nd, 2016) 

The Exam consists of 2 sections of 50 minutes with a 10 min break between the sections. It is forbidden 
to exit the exam room during an exam section (i.e. within the 50 minutes). A student wishing to use the 
washroom during the exam section has to hand back the section and has to wait for the other section to 
start before returning to the examination room. 
 
 
Replication Study   25%    (Monday April 18th, 2016) 
 
For the replication study, the student has to identify a paper in the field of health economics for which the 
data is available online and replicate the empirical investigation of the paper. The student should submit 
the proposal before January 25 for approval. The assignment consists in cleaning the data set and in 
applying the data restrictions as specified in the paper so as to replicate the results of the paper. 
Depending on the complexity of the paper you choose, the replication study requirements may vary (this 
will be determined by the professor). The Professor will tell you what is expected from the replication 
study. 

The students should submit by email to eco6174@gmail.com (before end of day on April 12) to the 
professor the following:  

1- Tables formatted in a way that is comparable to the ones replicated in the study along with the 
tables replicated from the study as well as the paper used for replication in one “pdf” file  

2- The raw dataset (as downloaded) used to achieve the results. If you renamed the datasets this 
should appear in your do files. The professor should be able to use these files to replicate what 
you submitted. 

3- The do file/ or do files used to produce the results submitted. The do files should contain 
comments to allow the professor to understand your code. 

4- A log file to document the outputs submitted in (1). 

Presentation   10%    (Monday March 21st, 2016) 

Each student will be assigned a paper for presentation in class. Prior to presentation power points should 
be submitted to eco6174@gmail.com. 

Paper Discussion   5 %    (Monday March 21st, 2016) 

Each presented paper will be assigned a discussant. Discussing a paper consists of summarizing the main 
points to the audience so that each and every person who did not read the paper can keep the key message 
of the paper. The discussant has to evaluate the strength and weaknesses of the paper.  
 
Each discussant will be invited to provide an evaluation on the presentation of the paper he is discussing 
and each presenter is invited to provide an evaluation of the discussion of the paper he presented. It is 
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important to mention that the final marks for the presentation and discussion are to be made by the 
professor. No student will have an impact on another student’s mark. 
 
 
Exam     30%     (Monday April 11th, 2016) 
  
The Exam consists of 2 sections of 50 minutes with a 10 min break between the sections. It is forbidden 
to exit the exam room during an exam section (i.e. within the 50 minutes). A student wishing to use the 
washroom during the exam section has to hand back the section and has to wait for the other section to 
start before returning to the examination room. 
 
 
 
Deferred exams: 

Religious Accommodation: 

The University of Ottawa is committed to respecting the religious beliefs and practices of all 
members of the community, and making accommodations for observances of special significance 
to adherents.  

A student may be granted a deferred exam for a religious reason if he informs the professor of 
any religious restriction before 5:00 pm on January 29, 2016. A deferred exam may also be 
granted for health reasons.  

Too sick to write an exam? 

In this case, the student should consult a healthcare professional PRIOR TO the exam. As a 
general note, only a SERIOUS ILLNESS qualifies for a deferred exam. Examples of illnesses 
that qualify include high-grade fever or admission to a hospital at the time of the exam. Colds, 
diarrhoea, headaches, menstrual cramps, insomnia and caffeine are NOT acceptable reasons to 
defer an exam. Feeling unwell a day or two prior to an exam, leaving you inadequate “cramming 
time”, is also NOT an acceptable reason to defer an exam.  

Misreading the exam schedule or room is not an acceptable excuse to miss the exam.  

Other important information 
 
Missed exams: If you fail to provide an acceptable documentation, I will give you a score of zero for the 
exam. 

Academic Fraud 
 
Academic fraud is an act by a student that may result in a false evaluation (including papers, tests, 
examinations, etc.). The University does not tolerate it. Any person found guilty of academic fraud will be 
subject to severe sanctions. 
Here are some examples of academic fraud: 
 

1. Plagiarism or cheating of any kind; 
2. Present research data that has been falsified; 
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3. Submit a work for which you are not the author, in whole or part; 
4. Submit the same piece of work for more than one course without the written consent of the 

professors concerned. 
 

Please consult this webpage: it contains regulations and tool to help you avoid plagiarism. 
An individual who commits or attempts to commit academic fraud, or who is an accomplice, will be 
penalized. Here are some examples of possible sanctions: 
 

1. Receive an “F” for the work or in the course in question; 
2. Imposition of additional requirements (from 3 to 30 credits) to the program of study; 
3. Suspension or expulsion from the Faculty. 

 
You can refer to the regulations on this webpage. 
 
Academic Writing Help Center 
At the Academic Writing Help Centre, you will learn how to identify, correct and ultimately avoid errors 
in your writing and become an autonomous writer. 
In working with our Writing Advisors, you will be able to acquire the abilities, strategies and writing 
tools that will enable you to: 

1. Master the written language of your choice 
2. Expand your critical thinking abilities 
3. Develop your argumentation skills 
4. Learn what the expectations are for academic writing 
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Short Outline 
 
 

SECTION 1 HEALTH MEASUREMENT 
 
 
SECTION 2 HEALTH INEQUALITY  
 
 
SECTION 3   RUNNING RANDOMIZED EVALUATION WITH AN EMPHASIS ON 

HEALTH RELATED BEHAVIOUR  
 

                       
SECTION 4 ESTIMATING CAUSAL EFFECTS USING OBSERVATIONAL 

MICRODATA WITH EMPHASIS ON THE CAUSALITY IN HEALTH 
RESEARCH 

  
 
 
SECTION 5  SOCIAL NETWORKS AND HEALTH OUTCOMES/ RELATED 

BEHAVIOURS 
  

 
  
A list of readings will be provided on blackboard 


