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Carleton University 

 Winter 2014 

Department of English 

ENGL 4003A:  Studies in the Novel 

Back to the Future: An Archeological Approach to Popular Literary Sub-Genres 
 

Prerequisite: fourth-year standing in Honours English, and permission of the department 

 

Classes: Monday 11:25 am – 2:25 pm 

Location: 234 PA (Please confirm on Carleton Central) 

Instructor: Patricia Whiting 

Office: 1810 Dunton Tower 

Phone: 520-2600 ext. 6702 

email: pwhiting@connect.carleton.ca 

Office Hours: Tuesday 10:30-11:30 am, or by appointment 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

Some popular English sub-genres such as the Silver Fork novel, the Condition of England novel, and the New Woman 

novel enjoyed great popularity for a time and then vanished.  However, other sub-genres, equally products of their 

particular historical moments, have withstood the test of time and have continued into our own time to be enormously 

popular with authors and readers.  Determining why some sub-genres disappear is beyond the scope of a single class, but 

we can investigate the reasons for the persistence of others beyond the easy answers of entertainment and escape.  Do the 

apocalyptic novel, the lost world novel, and the detective novel address fundamental questions of the industrial and post-

industrial world?  Does metafiction or the non-fiction novel offer an adaptable means of addressing the dilemmas of fixed 

points in time?  To what extent are dystopian novels and fantasy novels social or political critiques and to what extent 

visionary solutions?  In order to address these and other such questions, we will look at 19
th
-century Romantic and 

Victorian examples of literary sub-genres that are still popular today, in light of such things as publication history, critical 

and popular reception, and historical and literary context, and in the process may discover things about readers and 

reading that come as a surprise, even to English majors. 

 

TEXTS: 
 

Hogg, James.  The Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner 

Shelley, Mary.  The Last Man 

Ainsworth, William Harrison.  Jack Sheppard 

Braddon, Mary Elizabeth.  Lady Audley’s Secret 

Bulwer-Lytton, Edward.  The Coming Race 

Haggard, H. Rider.  King Solomon’s Mines 

Morris, William.  The Wood Beyond the World 

 

These books will be available at Benjamin Books, 112 Osgoode Street. The Broadview editions will be shrink-wrapped in 

two packages at a discounted price (if you buy the package, you get four books for the price of three). You will also need 

a good dictionary and a grammar reference.  If you already have a different edition of any of the texts, feel free to use 

what you have. 
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EVALUATION: 

 

Attendance/ Participation       15%   

Sub-genre group seminar (30-40 minutes)     15%    

Individual seminar presentation and question period (25 – 30 min.)  25% 

Roundtable discussion group #1       10% 

Roundtable discussion group#2       10% 

Essay (8-10 pp)          25% 

 

Please read this carefully: 

 

1. Attendance:  Class attendance is mandatory.  Excused absences must be medically documented.  Absences for work 

reasons will not be excused.  Students who attend only part of a class will be counted as absent for that class.  Students 

with more than one unexcused absence will lose all ten attendance points. 

 

All students are expected to contribute productively to every class and on every novel.  Students will receive a penalty of 

two points from their attendance/participation mark for each class in which they do not substantively participate.  The 

participation mark will be based on demonstration of knowledge of the texts being discussed and the relevance and 

contribution value of comments. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The use of laptops or other electronic devices is not permitted in this seminar.   
 

2. Seminars: Each student will present two seminars: a 45-minute group-led seminar on a particular sub-genre and its 

place in literary history, and a 25-30-minute individual seminar that makes a focused argument regarding an aspect of the 

novel being discussed.   

 

Sub-genre group seminar:  Each group will prepare a 45-minute seminar that should consist of individual presentations 

that last at least 10 minutes.  For the remaining time, the seminar leaders should prepare questions that will lead to 

productive discussion of the sub-genre being considered.  The individual presentations should include basic material on 

the sub-genre, including its definition and a brief literary history, including important authors up to the present time.  The 

presentations should stay focused on the literary aspects of the sub-genre, but the discussion questions may be more 

broadly based. 

 

Individual seminar: Each student will present a 25-30 minute seminar that makes a focused argument regarding an 

aspect of the novel being discussed.  Presenters are strongly encouraged to discuss topics with me at least a week before 

the presentation takes place.  It is essential that the presenters on each novel speak with each other very early on so as not 

to duplicate material.   

 

At the end of each seminar, the presenter will also lead a 20-30 minute discussion.  Some questions may be generated by 

the class, but the presenter should also be prepared to ask questions relevant to his/her seminar argument.  

 

On the night before the presentation, the presenter will e-mail an abstract of the presentation to each member of the class 

and to me.  On the day of the presentation, the presenter will hand in a legible hard copy of seminar notes (may be 

informal) and a proper Works Cited page. 

 

A note about seminar presentations: 

 

  1.  Don’t take on too much.  Your argument should be informed, straightforward, and intelligible. 

  2.  Practice aloud for clarity, coherence, and timing. 

  3.  Keep it straight and simple.  Complex theoretical ideas that work well in an essay are often difficult to 
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follow in an oral presentation. 

  4.  Make eye contact and speak clearly and audibly. 

  5.  Do not exceed your allotted time. 

 

A note about PowerPoint presentations:   

 

  1. Use keywords only on slides, no sentences. 

  2. Do not read from your slides. 

  3. Show quotations only if you are going to discuss or explicate them. 

  4. Vary your slides by using images when appropriate. 

  5. Don’t substituted visual cleverness for intellectual substance.   

 

Remember that PowerPoint can add to or detract from a seminar presentation. 

 

3. Roundtable discussions: At the conclusion of each novel, a roundtable discussion of 90 minutes will be led by groups 

of students (excluding those who presented a seminar on that novel).   Each student will participate in two roundtable 

discussion groups. 

 

4. Essay:  The essay (8-10 pages) will consist of a comparison between the novel on which you presented your seminar 

and a modern representative of the same sub-genre.  A list of companion novels is attached to this course outline.  If you 

would like to discuss a novel other than the one suggested, you must clear this suggestion with me.  The modern novel 

you suggest must be a recognized, best-selling example of the sub-genre, and your argument for using it must be based on 

some aspect of the sub-genre to which the novels belong and may not refer to the reader. 

Although I will be glad to work with you on your thesis statements by e-mail, I DO NOT ACCEPT PAPERS BY E-

MAIL. 

The essay may be turned in at any time during the term, but no essays can be accepted after April 7.  

Late assignments will not be accepted without a valid doctor's certificate.  

Syllabus 

Jan. 6 – Introduction  

Jan. 13 – Sub-genre seminars 

Jan. 20 – Sub-genre seminars 

Jan. 27 – Hogg 

Feb. 3 – Ainsworth 

Feb. 10 – Ainsworth 

Feb. 17 – Reading Week 

Feb. 24 – Shelley 

Mar. 3 – Shelley 

Mar. 10 – Braddon 

Mar. 17 – Haggard 
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Mar. 24 – Bulwer-Lytton 

Mar. 31 – Morris 

Apr. 7 – Review, Essays due 

 

Companion Novels 

 

NOTE: Each student will read only one contemporary novel, the novel that matches the text on which you do your 

seminar. 

 

 

 

Memoirs and Confessions of a Justified Sinner  Pynchon, Thomas.  The Crying of Lot 49 

         Or 

       Vonnegut, Kurt.  Slaughterhouse Five 

 

The Last Man      McCarthy, Cormac.  The Road 

 

Jack Sheppard      Capote, Truman. In Cold Blood 

 

Lady Audley’s Secret     Melville, Jennie.  Murder Has a Pretty Face   

         Or 

       Christie, Agatha.  Peril at End House 

 

The Coming Race     Ishiguru, Kazuo.  Never Let Me Go 

 

King Solomon’s Mines     Crichton, Michael.  Congo 

 

The Wood beyond the World    Tolkein, J.R.R., The Fellowship of the Ring 

         Or 
Martin, George R.R., A Game of Thrones 

 

 

These companion novels are to be used only in your essay, not in your seminar presentation.   

 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism means passing off someone else’s words or ideas as your own or submitting the same 

work in two different academic contexts (self-plagiarism).  The consequences of plagiarism are severe and are 

issued by the Dean and the University Senate.  In order to avoid plagiarism, you must correctly and fairly 

attribute the sources of the ideas you pick up from books, the internet, and other people.  For additional 

information, consult the section on Instructional Offenses in the Undergraduate Calendar. 
 

ACCOMMODATION 

 

Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course 

must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities for a formal evaluation of 

disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the centre, 613-520-6608, every 

term to ensure that I receive your letter of accommodation, no later than two weeks before the first 

assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you require 

accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for 

accommodation to PMC by November 7, 2008, for December examinations, and March 6, 2009, for April 

examinations.   
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Religious Observance: To be worked out on individual basis with instructor. Consult Equity Services 

Website or an Equity Advisor (ext. 5622)  for Policy and list of Holy Days (www.carleton.ca/equity) 

 

Pregnancy: Contact Equity Services (ext. 5622) to obtain letters of accommodation. 

 

Note:  If one of your assignments is lost, misplaced, or not received by the instructor, you are responsible 

for having a backup copy that can be submitted immediately upon request. 

 


