Fall 2013
Department of English

English 4401: Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature
Topic: The Global Eighteenth Century

Thursday, 8:35-11:25am
Please confirm location on Carleton Central

Instructor: Professor Julie Murray
Office Phone: 520-2600 ext.2315
Email: julie_murray@carleton.ca
Office: 1821 Dunton Tower
Office Hours: Tuesday 10am-12pm; or by appointment

In this course we will explore a range of global perspectives on the eighteenth century. Reading
texts from a number of genres including travel writing, captivity narrative, autobiography,
abolitionist literature, and the novel, we will consider the eighteenth century as a period of
restless migration, both free and forced, and of unprecedented movement and circulation of ideas,
printed texts, capital, commodities, and identities. From Swift’s scathing satire of travel writing,
Gulliver’s Travels, to the original guru of self-help, Robinson Crusoe, to the 1781 Zong
massacre, we will pursue topics and problematics such as: the Atlantic world; British
nationalism; imperialism; colonialism; early capitalism; British India and Orientalism; the “noble
savage” and myth of “natural man”; teleologies of historical progress and the invention of the
primitive; antislavery and abolitionism; the late eighteenth-century culture of sentiment and
sensibility; and the construction of racialized, sexualized, and gendered identities.

Required Texts:

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe

Unca Eliza Winkfield. The Female American

Edward Kimber, The History of the Life and Adventures of Mr. Anderson
Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, The Turkish Embassy Letters

Anon., The Woman of Colour

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano
William Earle, Obi, or The History of Three-Fingered Jack

Mary Prince, The History of Mary Prince (Project Gutenberg)

Sydney Owenson, The Missionary

Jane Austen, Persuasion



All of the editions are from Broadview Press, except where noted. Books are available for
purchase at Octopus Books, which is located at 116 Third Ave (in the Glebe). Ph: 613-233-2589.
Website: www.octopusbooks.ca

Course Requirements:

Three short seminar presentations (5-10 min each) — 30 % (10% X 3)

Research Essay Proposal and Annotated Bibliography (due Nov. 7, 2013) — 10%
Research Essay (due Dec. 5, 2013) — 25%

Final Exam — 25%

Attendance and Class Participation — 10%

NOTE: The course assignments are mandatory. You must complete all of them in order to
receive a grade in the course.

Three Short Seminar Presentations (30%0)

You will choose three weeks in which you will write and present your response. One of your
three responses must be based on a primary text, and one must be based on an explication of
some aspect of the historical context related to the readings for the week (I will provide some
topics and suggestions each week). | am flexible about the mode of presentation — you can either
read it or present it more informally, but your response should be no longer than 3 pages, double-
spaced. Either way, your presentation should take no more than 10 minutes.

Things to keep in mind when writing your response:

Responses on a primary text: Introduce us to the text: what kind of text is it, what context does it
come out of? What does the text do? How does it do it? What perspective does it bring to our set
of concerns in the course? One way to approach this assignment is to focus our attention on one
or two key passages from the text and perform a “close reading.”

Responses on historical context: Do some research about your historically-oriented topic and
explore the background, and/or relevant cultural or social or political contexts that pertain to your
topic. You can consult secondary sources from the course bibliography, and are always welcome
to consult with me about locating sources.

Research Essay Proposal and Annotated Bibliography (10%)

Due: November 7, 2013

You are to write a 1-2 page (double-spaced) proposal for your research essay which establishes
the topic of your paper, sketches out the argument or thesis you will pursue, and generally lays
out the parameters of what you will discuss. With your proposal you will include an annotated

bibliography of 3-6 secondary sources (critical articles, book chapters, etc).



http://www.octopusbooks.ca/

Research Essay (25%)

Due: December 5, 2013

Length: 8-10 pages

Your essay must deal with one or two text(s) from the reading list, and develop the critical and
theoretical frameworks we used in class. Because this is a research essay, you must use and cite
at least two secondary sources (these can be either course readings or chosen from the course
bibliography I handed out).

Essay format: Your essay should conform to the MLA style, as laid out in the MLA Handbook for
Writers of Research Papers. The MLA Handbook (in various editions) is available in the
reference section and in the stacks of the library. Or check out the website at www.mla.org.

Among the key MLA essay guidelines are the following:
*typed, double spaced, 11 or 12 point font
*one inch margins on all sides
*number your pages (excluding page one) with a header that includes your last
name (e.g., Murray 3).
*on the first page include in the top left corner: your name, the course number, my
name, and the date. Centred just below the identifying information, include a
thoughtful title for your essay that relates to your specific thesis.
*document your sources according to the MLA style, which employs a Works
Cited, as opposed to footnotes or endnotes.

Note: Remember to keep a copy of your assignment when you submit any piece of work.

Final Exam (25%)

You will write a 3-hour exam during the formal examination period in December. You will be
responsible for all of the seminar material we covered. The exam will be composed of 2 passage
analyses and 2 essay questions. | will discuss the final exam in further detail (how to prepare and
study, etc) in class.

Attendance and Class Participation (10%)

Your class participation mark will be assigned at the conclusion of the course, and will be based
in part on your preparation for, and willingness to participate in, class discussions. In order to be
considered duly prepared for class, you will need to have completed the required reading, have
the relevant texts with you in class, and be ready to discuss them. Therefore, if you attend class
regularly, come to class having done the assigned reading, and engage in class discussion in a
thoughtful and respectful manner, you can reasonably expect to do well in this aspect of the
course.

| take attendance very seriously in a course that only meets once a week. If you cannot make it to
class due to illness or something very serious, please let me know in advance if possible.



Note on Plagiarism:

The University defines plagiarism as Ausing and passing off as one=s own idea or work the ideas
or work of others without expressly giving credit to those others.@ The most common forms of
plagiarism include unacknowledged copying from secondary sources, purchasing papers on-line
or from Aessay services,@ or having another person write a paper for you. Plagiarism is a serious
academic offence with severe penalties, and constitutes an Instructional Offence at Carleton.
Please consult the statement on Instructional Offences in the Undergraduate Calendar.

Late Assignments Policy:

The penalty for late assignments will be 2% per day, 10% per week. In the case of illness or
some other emergency, medical documentation will be required. If you cannot meet a deadline
because of illness, an extension may be granted, but you must discuss the possibility of an
extension with me at least 3 days in advance of the deadline. Late essays will be graded without
comments.

Email Etiquette:

The most efficient way to contact me is in person. Email communication should be used for brief
messages only. I will respond to email messages as promptly as possible, but please anticipate
that I may take a couple of days to respond. If you have questions about your work or any other
aspect of the course, | encourage you to come and see me in my office.

Classroom Etiquette and Technology:

« | expect you to arrive on time for class, stay until the end, and be focused on discussion
throughout the class. Bathroom breaks and other comings-and-goings during class time are
strongly discouraged: organize yourself to tend to these needs before or after class.

» Mobile phones must be turned off before class begins, and texting during class is prohibited.

« | highly recommend that you take notes on the lectures and keep a record of the passages we
discuss in class. The final exam will focus substantially on material covered in class.

* You are welcome to use laptops, tablets, or comparable electronic devices in my classroom,
provided that they are used SOLELY for note-taking. If your technology use proves distracting,
whether to yourself, to students seated nearby, or to me, I will ask you to turn off your device
and use pen and paper for your note-taking. If the problem persists, I will ask you to leave. You
may also lose the privilege of using technology in subsequent classes.

Academic Accommodations:

You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term because
of disability, pregnancy or religious obligations. Please review the course outline promptly and
write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class,
or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist.

Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course must register with
the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) for a formal evaluation of
disability-related needs. Documented disabilities could include but are not limited to
mobility/physical impairments, specific Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/psychological
disabilities, sensory disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and chronic
medical conditions. Registered PMC students are required to contact the PMC, 613-520-6608,



every term to ensure that your Instructor receives your Letter of Accommodation, no later than
two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring
accommodations.

You can visit the Equity Services website to view the policies and to obtain more detailed
information on academic accommaodation at http://carleton.ca/equity/accommaodation.

Other Services at Carleton:

Learning Support Services (LSS): LSS offers students a variety of services, including
academic-skills workshops and information sessions, study rooms, a Tutor Referral Service, and
Peer Helpers. To learn more, visit LSS on the 4™ floor of the MacOdrum Library, or visit online
at www.carleton.ca/lss.

Career Development and Co-operative Education (CDCE): CDCE is an on-campus centre
for career development, employment preparation, and experiential learning opportunities for
Carleton students. The Career and Resource Centre is located at 401 Tory (613-520-6611) and
the Co-op and Employer Centre is located at 1400 Carleton Technology and Training Centre
(CTTC) (613-520-4331).


http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation
http://www.carleton.ca/lss

Sept 5

Sept 12
Sept 19
Sept 26

Oct 3

Oct 10

Oct 17

Oct 24
Oct 31
Nov 7

Nov 14
Nov 21
Nov 28

Dec 5

Seminar Schedule

Introduction to course; review syllabus
Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

Defoe, Robinson Crusoe

Winkfield, The Female American

Kimber, The History of the Life and Adventures of Mr.
Anderson

Montagu, Turkish Embassy Letters

Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah
Equiano

Earle, Obi, or The History of Three-Fingered Jack
Fall Reading Break — no class

Prince, The History of Mary Prince

Anon, The Woman of Colour

Owenson, The Missionary

Austen, Persuasion

Persuasion and review for final exam



