
 

 

ICONIC FIRST LADY?  (OR) POP MUSIC ICON? 

 

This course will examine various competing theories and approaches 

surrounding the study of Popular Culture and Cultural Theory.  

Lectures will focus primarily on American Pop Culture, though the 

theoretical readings will initially gesture back to such influential 

thinkers and theorists as Marx, Freud, Foucault, Butler, Lyotard and 

Jameson.  We will be examining notions of Gender, Sexuality, Masculinity, 

Greed, Fashion, Celebrity and Capitalism through the lens of Film, 

Novels, Plays and Music Videos.  From Celine Dion, Lady Gaga and Lana 

Del Rey, to Russell Banks, Larry McMurtry and Moisés Kaufman, come and 

explore the world of Pop Culture this summer! 
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