
GEOG 2400A:  Cities and Urbanization 
Department of Geography and Environmental Studies 

Carleton University,  Winter 2017  

Instructor: Dr. Jennifer Ridgley 
Office:   Loeb Building, B Tower, Room 448 
Phone:  613-520-2600, ext. 2576 
Email:    jennifer.ridgley@carleton.ca 
Lecture:   Wednesday 9:35-11:25, Tory 342 
Tutorials: TBA 

Course Description 
This course provides an introduction to the study of cities, urbanization and suburbanization.  It 
examines the geography of urban experience, development and change across the globe.  We will 
explore urbanization processes, patterns and issues in different cities and regions, as well as the 
relationships among urban areas. 

Course Goals  
The goals of this course are to: 

• Provide a broad introduction to the field of Urban Geography;
• Examine the relationship between cities and broader social, economic, and political change;
• Explore the internal functioning of cities, and how factors such as gender, class, race and

sexuality shape city life and city form;
• Analyze how urban planners, social movements, and policy makers have attempted to address

key urban issues such as homelessness, unemployment, inequality, and sustainability.

Course Readings 
The required textbook for this course is:  

Andrew E.G. Jonas, Eugene McCann, and Mary Thomas (2015).  Urban Geography:  A Critical 
Introduction. Wiley-Blackwell.   

This textbook will be available at Haven Books, 43 Seneca Street, Ottawa (http://havenbooks.ca/new/). 

Additional required readings will be made available through cuLearn or Ares.  A schedule of required 
readings will be provided at the beginning of term.   
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Evaluation 

Course Requirements 
Tutorial Participation  
Assignment #1     
Assignment #2     
Midterm Test     
Final Exam     

10% 
15% 
15% 
20% 
40% 

Total  100% 
Please note:  Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the 
Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by the instructor may be subject to revision. No grades 
are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 

Grades 
In accordance with the Carleton University Calendar, the letter grades assigned in this course will have 
the following percentage equivalents: 

A+ = 90-100  B+ = 77-79  C+ = 67-69  D+ = 56-59 
A   = 85-89  B   = 73-76  C   = 63-66  D   = 53-56 
A - = 80-84  B - = 70-72  C - = 60-62  D - = 50-52 
F    = Below 50 

 
WDN = Withdrawn from the course 
ABS = Student absent from final exam 
DEF = Deferred (See above) 
FND = (Failed, no Deferred) = Student could not pass the course even with 100% on final exam. 
Final grades are subject to the Dean’s approval. 

Participation 
Note that 10% of the final grade will be awarded for participation in tutorials.  This grade will be 
determined by a combination of: 

• Attendance (a simple tally of the number of classes attended); and 
• Participation (a qualitative assessment of your contribution to class:  coming to tutorial having 

done the readings, raising and answering questions, actively engaging in discussions, 
completing voluntary activities when requested) 

Students are expected to come to tutorial with the readings and their lecture notes. 
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cuLearn 
This course has a cuLearn site.  You can access this site here:  https://carleton.ca/culearn/.   

Notes on Email Communication and Office Hours 
Students are encouraged to attend office hours with questions or concerns about the course, readings, 
or assignments.  TAs will also be holding office hours periodically throughout the term (details will be 
posted on cuLearn). 

When communicating by email with TAs, or the instructor, it is important to include the course code in 
the subject line of all emails.  Please note that students are expected to use their Carleton email 
addresses or the email function on cuLearn for all communications regarding the course.  Students 
should allow a reasonable amount of time for a response, and should not expect a response between 
the hours of 5:00 PM and 8:30 AM or on weekends. 

University Regulations Regarding Cheating and Plagiarism 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source;  

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else;  

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

 using another’s data or research findings;  
 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks;  
 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs."  

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Dean of the Faculty conducts a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized. Penalties are not trivial. 
They can include a final grade of "F" for the course. 

Deferred Assignments and/or Grades 
Only official deferrals petitioned through the Office of the Registrar will be honored.  If you are unable 
to complete assignments or write tests because of illness or other circumstances beyond your control, 
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you may apply within five working days to the Registrarial Services Office for permission to extend a 
deadline or to write a deferred test.  Permission can be granted only if the request is fully and 
specifically supported by a medical certificate or other relevant documents. 

Medical documents must specify the date of the onset of the illness, the (expected) date of recovery, 
and the extent to which the student was/is incapacitated during the time the assignment or exam was 
to be completed. 

Drop Date 
The last day for academic withdrawal from Winter term courses is April 7th. 

Requests for Academic Accommodations 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an 
accommodation request the processes are as follows:  

Pregnancy obligation: write to the instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during 
the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. 
For more details visit the Equity Services website: http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/  

Religious obligation: write to the instructor with any requests for academic accommodation during the 
first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For 
more details visit the Equity Services website: http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/  

Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with 
Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental 
health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), 
chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability 
requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or 
pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your 
PMC coordinator to send your course instructor your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the 
term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring 
accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with your instructor 
to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to 
request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable) at 
http://www2.carleton.ca/pmc/new-and-current-students/dates-and-deadlines/  

You can visit the Equity Services website to view the policies and to obtain more detailed information 
on academic accommodation at http://www2.carleton.ca/equity/ 
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Academic Standing and Conduct 
Students must familiarize themselves with the regulations concerning academic standing and conduct 
in the Carleton University Undergraduate Calendar.  This document can be accessed online at:  

http://www.carleton.ca/calendars/ugrad/current/ 

Additional Information 
• Materials created for this course (including lectures, slides, posted lecture notes, assignments and 

exams) remain the intellectual property of the author. They are intended for personal use and may 
not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written consent of the author. 

• Audio or video recording of lectures is not permitted without written permission from the 
instructor. 
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