
 
 
 

Guidelines for Teaching Opportunities 
Ph.D. Students in the Institute of Cognitive Science 

 

The Institute is committed to providing senior students the opportunity to teach at least one 
course while they are a graduate student, to facilitate their preparation for academic positions or 
for other positions where teaching and presentation skills are relevant.  

Accordingly, the ICS Departmental Board compiled the following guidelines to help students 
prepare for a teaching opportunity.  When teaching opportunities arise, they will be advertised to 
students.  Those individuals who are interested in being considered for the position(s) will be 
required to provide following information to the Director: 

• an up-to-date CV and a brief description of their teaching experience to date. 
• a recommendation from their Ph.D. supervisor (sent directly to the Director).  
• the name of a professor for whom they have been a teaching assistant (other than their 

supervisor).  The Director will contact this person. 
 
Typically, students who will be considered for available positions will be expected to: 
 

• have completed their course requirements and defended their prospectus. 
• have met their milestones in the graduate program and not be on extension (i.e., will 

still be within the expected completion times). 
• have demonstrated (usually through course work or research activities) that they have 

the requisite knowledge for the specific course. 

Other factors may be considered, including financial need and the requirements of the Institute 
for specific courses or expertise. 

Students are encouraged to gain teaching experience through their duties as teaching assistants, 
including guest lectures, and through presenting in the annual Spring Conference or in the 
departmental colloquia. 

Requests from other departments for Ph.D. students who in the Cognitive Science program to 
teach courses will be subject to the same guidelines.  These guidelines are intended to support 
students in their goals of (a) gaining teaching experience and (b) making timely progress towards 
completion of their Ph.D. degree. 
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