
Student Guidelines for LAWS 4901/02 (Tutorials in Law)  
& LAWS 4908 (Honours Paper) 

 
 
These are the guidelines for use in LAWS 4901/02 (half credit tutorials in Law) and LAWS 4908 
(the full credit honours paper in Law).  These guidelines are as open and flexible as possible so 
that each faculty member has a good deal of freedom in working with individual students. 
 
These guidelines are provided to faculty and students when the required forms are prepared and 
signed.  These guidelines are posted to the Department of Law and Legal Studies web site. 
 
 
LAWS 4901/02 (half credit tutorials in Law) 
 
Half credit course or first of two half credit courses: 
 

1. Reading List and Course Outline 
 

Part of the grade (suggest 10 -15%) comes from the student putting together a reading list 
and writing a justification and outline for the course including identifying themes he/she 
will study. 

 
The reading list should draw on major works in the area under study (as defined by the 
supervisor). 

 
2. Course Work 

 
Assessment for the remainder of the course is determined by the faculty member.  The 
expectation is that the student commit approximately 7 hours per week to the course and 
produce 25-40 pages of written material. 

 
Forms of evaluation could include: 

 
Annotated bibliography 
Reading journals 
Discussion papers 
Meetings and discussions with the supervisor 
Synthesis paper 
Research paper 

 
 



LAWS 4901/02 (half credit tutorials in Law) 
 
Second of two half credit courses: 
 
For those students enrolled in LAWS 4901/02 consecutively in order to pursue a more in-depth 
research project, we suggest that the second half credit focus on the writing and analysis 
processes.  Students would synthesize the readings from the first course into a coherent literature 
review in which they would identify main themes and provide a critical perspective on the 
literature.  Students will be expected to hone their writing skills through drafts and revisions.  
The goal for this half credit course would be to produce a paper of approximately 25-40 pages.  
There would be no expectation of original research in this form of study.  The assignment will 
be due the last day of classes for the specified academic term. 
 
 
LAWS 4908 (full credit honours paper in Law) 
 
Faculty experiences indicate that many undergraduates are interested in developing more 
sophisticated research and analytic skills at this stage and ought to be given the opportunity to do 
original research.  To this end, the honours research paper ought to be maintained for select 
students, with a required Law GPA of 9.0 as prerequisite.  Graduate school ambitions might also 
be coupled with interest in doing higher level policy analysis for those students who have the 
skills and are interested in employment immediately after the B.A.  The following guidelines are 
suggested: 

 
Students will follow a basic but flexible research process including developing a 
proposal, writing chapter drafts, locating work in existing literature. 

 
Students will be given the opportunity to develop research skills as defined by the 
supervisor. 

 
Students will be encouraged to do original research. 

 
A final 35-60 page paper is produced and then vetted by a second reader who could be 
either inside or outside the department.  The assignment will be due the last day of 
classes for the specified academic term. 

 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:   Please retain for your information.  This sheet is NOT to be submitted 
   with the application. 
    
 
 


