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The Professional Certificate of

Foreign Language Proficiency
Pre-Program, Foreign Language Ability Assessment Questionnaire

Pre-program considerations for participants
The following documents will allow you to:

1. Consider the reasons, objectives and motivation for participating in the program.

2. Reflect and self-assess yourself as a language learner

3. Identify ‘where you are’ and ‘where you want to be’ in the language

4. Acquire a general idea of the 10-day program.
Participating in the program

Why do I want to participate?

1. To get an initial introduction to the language as it is spoken and written and to be come familiarized with the culture(s) associated with the language.

i. Level: I have little or no knowledge of the language. Beginner.
2. To enhance and strengthen my existing knowledge of the language and to improve my level of functional proficiency in:

· Listening/comprehension ___

· Speaking ___

· Reading for info ___

· Writing for info ___

i. Level: I am somewhat familiar with the language from previous experience; I have some proficiency in speech and writing. Mid-level/intermediate.

3. To focus on a specific skill: listening/speaking, reading/writing and consolidate my existing knowledge of the language.

i. Level: Perfecting existing proficiency. Advanced.

Your notes based on the above:

Where am I exposed to the language with the potential of using it?

· In the workplace and professional environment

· In a social and personal context

· Other: 

· In Canada and/or abroad
Your notes:


When do I get exposure to and use of the language?
· Frequently (daily, weekly)

· Occasionally

· Specific situations (travel, meetings, conferences)
· Other:

Your notes:

How am I interacting in the language?

· Speaking

· Writing

· Formal/informal

· Real time/online (distance)

· Other:

Your notes:


Who is interacting with me in the language?

· Colleagues, associates

· Clients
· Service

· Other:

Your notes:

What do I expect to achieve by enhancing my proficiency in the language?


Your notes:


SELF-ASSESSMENT QUESTIONNAIRE

You, the language learner
1. What is your native language? ____________________________
2. What language(s) do you speak at home? _________________________
3. Which of Canada’s 2 official languages are you fluent in? ___________________________________________________________
4. What is your proficiency in the ‘other’ official language? 
· Little/no knowledge 

_____
· Functional proficiency
_____
· Fluent



_____
5. Have you learnt other languages? 
_____
· If yes, why and where?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How effective a learner do you consider yourself to be?  Jot down (in point form) what works for you when learning a language.

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

You and the language

1. What do you know about the new language you wish to learn?
· Spoken forms and writing systems ______________________________
· Styles: formal, informal, classical.
 _______________________________
· Dialects
_______________________________________________
2. What is your knowledge of where the language is spoken?

· Globally, regionally __________________________________________
· In Canada _________________________________________________
3. How familiar are you with the culture related to the language?
__________________________________________________________

· Regional culture, society, traditions, food, religion, politics, economy

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________


· Canadian cultural experience
__________________________________________________________
THE PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY PROGRAM

The Foreign Language Proficiency program is designed:

· To enhance your awareness of the language and to realize your potential as a language learner and user

· To expose you to an environment where you will acquire and practice the language through participatory and interactive tasks with a specific focus geared to your individual needs.
· To evaluate and assess your outcome and proficiency abilities in the language

· To foster your learning independence through various resources allowing you to continue your learning process

Brief Outline of the Program
Initial Weekend: Classroom contact
· Assessment of present proficiency

· Analysis of participant's needs

· Identifying individual & specific goals

"Ingesting"

· Intensive 2-day language & culture environment

· Interactive tasks, activities, modules
Week: Individually from home and at work
"Digesting"

· Working with defined objectives

· Acquiring and practicing new language elements

· Online written interaction and ‘chatting’
Mid-Week: Progress assessment briefing

· Comparing strategies

· Assessing progress

Final Weekend: Classroom contact

Consolidating & Planning
· Intensive 2-day language & culture environment
· Evaluating ability and acquired proficiency

· Strengthening existing knowledge

· Identifying short & long term goals for continuous access

· Planning post-program learning objectives
The centre for continuous, professional learning at Canada’s premier graduate school of International Affairs studies.
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