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OECD:  People living in dwellings  
        without basic facilities 

Canada 
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OECD, Number of Rooms per person 
Canada 
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Large Cities can be hard places for 
low-income people to live 
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Despite the unemployment rate increasing, 
urban core housing need has declined 
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CMHC, Persistence of Core Housing 
Need, 2002-2010 
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CMHC, Most people in Core Housing 
do so temporarily 
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Stats Can, # Households above & 
Below STIR ratio 
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Households by Category Above 30% STIR  
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Stats Can, PSE = higher income 

Source: Statistics Canada Census Catalogue #97F00119XCB2001002 
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Stats Canada, Income Distribution by 
Quintile & Education 
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HRSDC, Employment Opportunities  
vs Education Levels 
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Stats Can, Lowest Quintile pays 32%  
of income towards Shelter 
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Yet Mortgage rules allows more 

Gross Debt Service (GDS) 
• To qualify for CMHC insurance, total PIT 

should not exceed 32% of gross monthly 
household income 

 
Total Debt Service (TDS) 
• Should not exceed 40% of gross monthly 

household income 
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Stats Can, Budgets shares by quintile, 2012 
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CBA, Mortgages > 90 days arrears, 1995-2012 
Extremely low with much higher STIR ratio 
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HRSDC, Housing starts by market, 1989-2012 
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CMHC, Annual Housing starts, 1955-2012 
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