
 

C O L L O Q U I U M  S E R I E S  
 

 

 

Rethinking Abortion, Ectogenesis,  
and Fetal Death 

 

 

Christine Overall 

Queen’s University 
 

The aim of this paper is not to give a defence of abortion. Instead it is concerned with 
a) what abortion is; and b) what rights women hold with respect to abortion.  Does a 
woman who has an abortion have a right to the death of her fetus?  Is ectogenesis a 
“solution” to the abortion debate, by providing an alternative location for the fetus if it 
can be removed alive from the uterus?  I explain how and why my views on the 
answers to these questions have changed. 
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