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According to Martha Nussbaum, distributive justice demands bringing people’s
capabilities for living well to ‘decent’ levels that allow for living a life of human
dignity. While she does not deny that justice may ultimately require equalizing those
capabilities, she contends that we are so far away from being able to achieve such
equality that not much can be gained from discussing it now. What justice demands,
then, from our present vantage-point, is sufficiency, ‘enough for all’.

Nussbaum’s approach generates a paradox once we interrogate the meaning of
‘sufficiency’ by asking, ‘Sufficient for what?’ To avoid Harry Frankfurt’s answer,
‘Sufficient for not feeling dissatisfied,” Nussbaum answers, ‘Sufficient for a life of
dignity’. I will show how difficult it is to argue from equal human dignity to any
distributive conclusion except a demand for equal capabilities. For the capability
approach, I will argue, nothing is ‘enough’, short of the highest level of capability
that is actually achievable for everyone by existing productive forces.
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