Course Outline
PHIL 3380 Section A
Environment, Technology & Values
Department of Philosophy  Academic year 2012-2013 Fall Term
Time: Wednesday 6:05-8:55
Professor: Wendy Donner, Professor of Philosophy
Office: Room 3A47 Paterson Hall Phone: 520-2600 ext. 3943
Email: wendy_donner@carleton.ca

Office Hours: Thursday 3:30-5:00 or by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course we will consider some important philosophical questions
concerning human beings and their relationship to animals and the environment.
We will consider some of the new radical environmental theories which are used
in response to the environmental crisis. We will look at some applications of
these theories to current issues. Lectures and readings will move from moral and
environmental philosophy to practical applications of this theory.

REQUIRED TEXT

Available from Haven Books on Sunnyside

Environmental Ethics: Readings in Theory and Application, eds. Louis Pojman
and Paul Pojman, Sixth Edition, paperback, Wadsworth.

TOPICS AND READINGS:

Note: All readings are from Pojman and Pojman, Sixth Edition.

(1) Animal Rights and Welfare

Readings: Peter Singer, “A Utilitarian Defense of Animal Liberation”, 71; Tom
Regan, “The Radical Egalitarian Case for Animal Rights”, 81; Mary Anne Warren,
“A Critique of Regan’s Animal Rights Theory”, 89.

(2) The Land Ethic

Readings: Aldo Leopold, “Ecocentric Ethics: The Land Ethic”, 222; J. Baird
Callicott, “The Conceptual Foundations of the Land Ethic”, 232.

(3) Deep Ecology

Readings: Arne Naess, “The Shallow and the Deep, Long-Range Ecological
Movement”, 129; Arne Naess, “Ecosophy T: Deep Versus Shallow Ecology”, 133;
Bill Devall and George Sessions, “Deep Ecology”, 143; Warwick Fox, “Deep
Ecology: A New Philosophy of Our Time?”, 149.

(4) Ecofeminism




Reading: Karen Warren, “The Power and Promise of Ecological Feminism”, 589;
Maria Mies, “Deceiving the Third World: The Myth of Catching-Up Development”,
539.

(5) Social Ecology and Race, Class, Gender

Readings: Murray Bookchin, “Social Ecology Versus Deep Ecology”, 165;
Ramachandra Guha, “Radical Environmentalism and Wilderness Preservation: A
Third World Critique”, 176; Winona Laduke, “All Our Relations: Native Struggles
for Land and Life”, 565; Starhawk, “Pagan Environmentalism: Principles of Unity”,
655.

(6) Wilderness and Biodiversity

Readings: John Stuart Mill, “Nature”, 122; Lilly-Marlene Russow, “Why Do
Species Matter?”,190.

(7) Sustainability, Consumerism and Materialism

Readings: Michael Allen Fox, “Vegetarianism and Treading Lightly on the Earth”,
364; Vandana Shiva, “Earth Democracy”, 584.

(8) Sustainable Society and Environmental Activism

Readings: Mark Sagoff, “At the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima, or Why Political
Questions Are Not All Economic”, 669; John Cobb, “Toward a Just and
Sustainable Economic Order”, 678; Fred Magdoff and John Bellamy Foster,
“What Every Environmentalist Needs to Know About Capitalism”, 691; David
Schweickart, “Is Sustainable Capitalism an Oxymoron”, 712; Louis Pojman, “The
Challenge of the Future: Private Property, the City, the Globe, and a Sustainable
Society”, 735; Dave Foreman, “Strategic Monkeywrenching”, 747; Michael
Martin, “Ecosabotage and Civil Disobedience”, 751.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND WEIGHTINGS

1. Class presentation and essay: 20%  Schedule to be arranged

2. Final essay 40%  Due Wednesday November 28
3. Final examination 40%  Scheduled

Regulations and Policies

Class Presentations:

Attendance at and performance of your class presentation is compulsory. Failure
to do your presentation will normally result in no mark for that presentation and F
for the course. If an absence from your presentation is justified to me by a letter
from a medical doctor, or lawyer, or another acceptable written excuse and if |
am contacted regarding the absence prior to or as soon as possible after the
absence, you will not be penalized. In such circumstances | will reschedule the
presentation or, at my discretion, assign a make-up assignment.

Due Dates for Term Assignments:

Extensions for term assignments will be granted only for documented medical
reasons or personal emergencies. Students should consult with me if at all



possible prior to the deadline if an extension is required. Assignments handed in
late without an extension will be penalized. The penalty for late term assignments
will be a deduction of 2 marks out of 100 for each working day past the due date,
up to the final deadline for term work (December 3). Students are required to
hand in all term work by the final December 3 deadline. Beyond this final
deadline, only official deferrals petitioned through the Registrar’s Office will be
honored.

Students who are unable to complete a final paper or write a final
examination because of iliness or other circumstances beyond their control or
whose performance on an examination has been impaired by such
circumstances may apply within the deadline to the Registrar’s Office for
permission to extend a term paper deadline or to write a deferred examination.
Permission can be granted only if the request is fully and specifically supported
by a medical certificate or other relevant documents.

Students must hand in term assignments directly to me or to the
Philosophy Department locked essay box, located in the hallway of Paterson 3A.
Students should not under any circumstances put term assignments under my
door or in my mailbox. It is the policy of the Department of Philosophy that
essays transmitted to the Department by FAX will not be accepted. | do not
accept assignments submitted by email.

Students are required to retain a copy of all assignments submitted in

every course and to produce a copy immediately on request.

Examinations:

Attendance at the final examination is compulsory. Students who do not sit
for the examination must apply in writing to the Registrar’s Office for permission
to write a deferred final examination. Failure to apply for and be granted a
deferral will result in a grade of ABS or F.

Incomplete Term Work:

Incomplete term work or unacceptably low standing will result in a grade of
FND.

Academic Integrity and Academic Offences, especially Plagiarism:

Students are expected to read and abide by the policies stated in the
calendar. University regulations stipulate that allegations of plagiarism, cheating
or any violations of examination conduct rules will be thoroughly reviewed. Each
case must be reported to the Dean, who investigates each allegation. If there is
no resolution following this investigation at the Dean’s level, a tribunal will be
appointed by the Senate to review the case and make a final decision.

Note on Plagiarism:

Webster’s Dictionary defines plagiarism as stealing.
Plagiarism is the submission of someone else’s writing/ideas/work as your own.
All ideas presented which are not your own must be properly referenced. While
forms of plagiarism may vary, each involves verbatim or near verbatim



presentation of the writings or ideas of others’ as one’s own without adequately
acknowledging the original source.

Plagiarism includes (but is not limited to) copying from a book, article or
another student, downloading material or ideas from the internet, or otherwise
submitting someone else’s work or ideas as your own.

Academic Freedom

Students enrolling this course are advised that studying literature, culture
and ideas, including those of societies other than their own, will expose them to
unfamiliar and sometimes provocative attitudes, images, language and values.
All participants in the course must be willing to examine the relevant texts, must
make a sincere effort to understand the presuppositions of others, and be willing
to discuss, verbally and in writing, the objects of study. By enrolling in this
course, students accept a commitment to academic freedom for all participants,
themselves, and the professor.

Other

Students are required to comply with the policies of the university as
stated in the calendar. Note especially the sections on Academic Standing,
Instructional Offences, Offences of Conduct and the Academic Year.



Department of Philosophy and Carleton University Policies (2012-13)

Assignments:

Unless specifically told otherwise by their instructors, students:

=  must not use a plastic or cardboard cover or paper clips

= must staple the paper (there is a stapler on the essay box)

= must include the following in the lower right corner of the cover
sheet:
student name
student number
course number and section
instructor’s name

e The Philosophy Department does not accept assignments by FAX.
You may send them by courier, if necessary.

e No assignments will be accepted after the last day for handing in
term work — see dates in next column.

e Assignments handed in through the essay box (just inside the glass
doors, Paterson Hall, Floor 3A) must be dropped into the box by
4:15 on a regular business day in order to be date-stamped with
that day’s date. Assignments handed in after 4:15 or on a non-
business day will be stamped as having been handed in on the next
business day.

e Students are required to keep copies of their assignments. If your
paper is lost at any point, you will be considered not to have
submitted it if you cannot produce a copy immediately on request.

Deferrals for Term Work:

If you miss a final examination and/or fail to submit a final assignment
by the due date because of circumstances beyond your control, you
may apply for a deferral of examination/assignment. For deferred
examinations, you must apply within 5 working days after the
scheduled date of your exam. To apply for deferral of a final
assignment, you must apply within 5 working days of the last scheduled
day of classes. Visit the Registrar’s Office for more information.

Plagiarism:

It is the responsibility of each student to understand the meaning of
‘plagiarism’ as defined in the Undergraduate or Graduate Calendars,
and to avoid both committing plagiarism and aiding or abetting
plagiarism by other students. (Undergraduate Calendar Academic
Regulations, section 14.3, or
http://www4.carleton.ca/calendars//ugrad/current/regulations/acadre
gsunivl4.html#14.3

Academic Accommodation for Students with
Disabilities:

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides
services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental
health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD),
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability
requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC
at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are
already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send
me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no
later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam
requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting
accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the
deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam
(if applicable).

You can visit the Equity Services website to view the policies and to
obtain more detailed information on academic accommodation at
http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation.

Important Dates:

Sept. 6 Classes start (after Orientation events).
Sept. 19 Last day for registration and course changes in Fall and
Fall/Winter courses.

Sept. 30 Last day for entire fee adjustment when withdrawing from
Fall term or two-term courses.

Oct. 5 University Day — no classes.

Oct. 8 Thanksgiving Day — university closed.

Nov. 19 Last day for tests or examinations in courses below 4000-
level before the Final Examination period.

Dec. 3 Last day of classes, Fall term. Last day for handing in term

work and the last day that can be specified by a course
instructor as a due date for Fall term courses.

Dec. 3 Last day to withdraw from Fall term courses (academic
purposes only).
Dec. 4-5 No classes take place. Review classes may be held, but no

new material may be introduced.
Dec. 6-19 Final examinations for Fall courses, mid-terms for
Fall/Winter courses.

Dec. 19 Take-home exams are due.

Jan. 7 Winter term classes begin.

Jan. 18 Last day for registration and course changes in Winter
term classes.

Jan. 31 Last day for entire fee adjustment when withdrawing from

winter courses or winter portion of two-term courses.

Feb. 18 Family Day — university closed

Feb. 18-22 Winter Break, classes suspended.

Mar. 27 Last day for tests or examinations in courses below 4000-
level before the Final Examination period.

Mar. 29 Good Friday — university closed

Apr. 10 Last day of Fall/Winter and Winter term classes. Last day
for handing in term work and the last day that can be
specified by a course instructor as a due date for term
work for Fall/Winter and Winter term courses.
NOTE: On this day all classes follow a Friday schedule.

Apr. 10 Last day to withdraw from Fall/Winter and Winter term
courses (academic purposes only).

Apr.11-12 No classes take place. Review classes may be held, but no
new material may be introduced.

Apr. 13-27 Final Examinations.

Apr. 27 Take-home exams are due.

Addresses:

3A46 Paterson Hall

www.carleton.ca/philosophy

520-2110

Registrar’s Office: 300 Tory
www.carleton.ca/registrar
520-3500

Student Academic Success Centre: 302 Tory

www.carleton.ca/sasc

520-7850

500 University Centre

www.carleton.ca/pmc

520-6608

4™ Floor, Library

www.carleton.ca/wts

520-6632

http://www.library.carleton.ca/

520-2735

Department of Philosophy:

Paul Menton Centre:

Writing Tutorial Service:

MacOdrum Library
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