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Carleton University 

Department of Political Science 

 Summer 2008 

 

 

PSCI 1002A Global Political Issues 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:35 am to 12:25 pm (Tory Building 238)  

 

Instructor 

 

Name:  

Office:  

Phone:  

Office hour:  

 

Email:  

 

 

Anne J Rahming 

Loeb B645 

(613) 520-2600 x1657 (no voicemail) 

Tuesdays 8:30 am to 9:30 am or by 

appointment 

arahming@connect.carleton.ca  

 

Course Description  

This course explores one of globalization’s most talked about themes: the environment.  

This literature highlights the challenge that a world made up of sovereign states 

encounters when responding to threats to the world’s ecosystems.  We will examine some 

of the main prescriptions for addressing transnational and international environmental 

problems using both theory and case studies such as ozone depletion and global climate 

change; whaling; Amazonian biodiversity; and acid rain. 

Course Text 

(Available for purchase in the Carleton University Bookstore.) 

 

Elizabeth R. DeSombre (2007) Global Environment and World Politics, 2
nd

 edition, New 

York, Continuum 

Additional readings will be posted on WebCT or available via the library’s online 

resources (see reading schedule at the end of the course outline) 

 

Evaluation Summary  

 

 Attendance and participation: 10% 

 Reading responses: 20% 

 Essay (due August 5, 2008): 40% 

 Final exam (during official exam period, August 14 - 19): 30% 

 

Total:  100% 

 



2 

 

Expectations  

Attendance and Participation  

Your presence and active participation in class is an integral part of this course. This 

means that you are required to participate actively in class discussions in order to receive 

full marks for this segment of your evaluation. Please make sure that you complete all 

reading assignments prior to coming to class so that you are fully prepared to engage the 

assigned material. Failure to participate in class discussions will be taken as a sign of 

inadequate preparation and result in a grade reduction. In general, you will receive a 

grade of A if you attend class regularly and participate frequently in class discussions; a 

grade of B if you attend class regularly and participate sporadically in class discussions; a 

grade of C if you attend class regularly and almost never participate, or if you attend class 

and participate sporadically; a grade of D or less if you attend class sporadically and 

never participate. 

Reading Responses 

For each of the ten sessions for which there are assigned readings, students must submit a 

short (less than 100 words) response to that session’s readings. This short piece should 

pick a representative quote from the reading (not counted as part of the 100-word count), 

explain what the author means, and then present your own analysis or critique of the 

statement, citing other references if appropriate. Alternatively, a response may briefly 

summarize a quote and focus on raising a question for clarification or discussion in-class. 

Each submitted response is worth 2% of your final grade. (A+, or 9/10, is the maximum 

total grade given for reading responses.)  

 

The primary purpose for reading responses is to kick-start discussions and to identify 

issues that need further elaboration in class, so come prepared to read your response out 

loud in class and to discuss it with your peers. Note: Frequent failure to submit responses 

can have repercussions beyond your reading response grade. It can also be expected to 

affect the quality of your contributions to discussions, and hence your participation grade. 

Reading responses will not be accepted after the beginning of the relevant class unless 

supported by suitable documentation (e.g. a doctor or guidance counselor’s note). 

 

Essay 

 

You are expected to write a major argumentative essay about an issue related to the 

global politics of the environment. Your objective is to advance and defend a specific 

policy and/or theoretical position on a current (or fairly recent) controversy relating to 

this course.  A controversy, by definition, means there is more than one “reasonable” 

position to be taken. In taking a side in the controversy, or in recommending a possible 

solution to it, you should consider the best arguments on all sides, especially the strongest 

counter-arguments to your own position. Essays should focus on a controversy in relation 

to the experience of a particular country (or set of countries), province, municipality, or 

region in the world, drawing, in part, on sources that provide detail relevant to that area. 
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Essay topics should relate to the course and should tackle one of the themes/cases 

explored throughout the course. You are strongly recommended to discuss your essay 

topic with the instructor well in advance of the due date should you need guidance in 

shaping your research question. 

 

Please note: An argumentative essay should begin with a clear introduction that provides 

context for the essay, notes the intended audience and why this policy issue should be of 

interest to them, states the thesis, and outlines the main parts of your argument. It should 

end with a conclusion that should, at the very least, revisit your key points. Citations 

should follow a recognized format (e.g. APA or MLA style). Essays will be graded based 

on a variety of factors, including argumentation, research, organization, style, grammar, 

spelling, and punctuation. 

 

The term paper should be 2000-2500 words in length (please write your word count 

under the title), and refer to at least six academic sources (e.g. books, journal articles) or 

government documents. You may NOT use Wikipedia or other similar websites as a 

source. You should also not refer to class lectures as a source. If you are unsure of what 

qualifies as an academic source please consult your instructor or the Making Sense style 

guide. The essays will be evaluated for both content and writing. Spelling and grammar 

also count. In order to save paper, title page info (name, student #, tutorial leader, title 

and word count) may be listed at the top of your first page. 

 

The term paper is due at the start of lecture on August 5, 2008. Late papers (only) 

may be submitted to the Political Science department’s mail box in 640 Loeb and will be 

penalized one-third of a letter grade per day (e.g. a B paper handed in two days late 

would be reduced to a C+). Retain a copy of all written assignments. Essays submitted on 

time will be returned in the final class on August 12.  No electronic submissions please. 
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PLEASE NOTE  

All assignments and exams are mandatory. Students must complete and submit all 

assignments in order to receive credit for this course. 

 

Also, papers and assignments sent by fax to the Department of Political Science will not 

be accepted nor will papers or assignments emailed to the instructor.  Only papers and 

assignments submitted to the instructor in person or to the Political Science department’s 

drop box will be accepted. 

It is not acceptable to hand in the same assignment for two or more courses. 

Academic Accommodations  

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic 

accommodations in this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) 

for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. 

After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order 

to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV 

midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note 

the following deadline for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally 

scheduled exam accommodations: July 25th, 2008 for August examinations. 

 

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 

observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of 

satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two 

weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, 

but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to 

be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 

instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids 

academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity 

Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).  

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged 

to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. 

Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks 

prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be 

required.  

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as 

one's own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another." 

The Graduate Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) 

directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the 

equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, 

without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to 

present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's 
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own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect 

plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the 

Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in 

the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available 

at: www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf  

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a 

brief oral examination on research papers and essays.  

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 

instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may 

be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be 

retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed 

to the instructor. For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-

addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 

that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended 

solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.  

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 

subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 

instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved 

by the Dean.  

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve 

a passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to 

write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is 

assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass 

the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use 

this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the 

course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of 

the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good 

standing in the course.  

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages 

students to sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University 

information will be distributed via the Connect email system. See 

http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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Lecture Schedule & Readings  

Day 1 (July 3, 2008) – Introduction 

 DeSombre text - Pages 1-6 

Day 2 (July 8, 2008) – International Environmental Cooperation / Environment and Security 

 DeSombre text - Pages 7-52 

Day 3 (July 10, 2008) – Science, Uncertainty, and Risk / Non-Governmental Actors 

 DeSombre text - Pages 53-93 

Day 4 (July 15, 2008) – Ozone Depletion and Climate Change 

 DeSombre text - Pages 95-118 

Day 5 (July 17, 2008) – Ozone Depletion and Climate Change (cont’d) 

 Ferdinand E. Banks, "The Kyoto Negotiations on Climate Change: An Economic 

Perspective", Energy Sources, Part A: Recovery, Utilization, and Environmental Effects, 

Volume 22, Issue 6, July 2000, p.481-496 (available via the library’s online resources) 

  J. Timmons Roberts, "Global Inequality and Climate Change", Society & Natural 

Resources, Volume 14, Issue 6, July 2001, p. 501-509 (available via the library’s online 

resources) 

Day 6 (July 22, 2008) – Whaling 

 DeSombre text - Pages 119-142 

 

Day 7 (July 24, 2008) – Whaling (cont’d) 

 Marybeth Long Martello (2004) “Negotiating Global Nature and Local Culture: the Case of 

Makah Whaling” in Earthly Politics: Local and Global in Environmental Governance, p. 

263-284 (available in PDF format on WebCT) 

 Mike Danaher, "Why Japan Will Not Give up Whaling", Global Change, Peace & Security, 

Volume 14, Issue 2, June 2002,p. 105-120 (available via the library’s online resources) 

 

Day 8 (July 29, 2008) – Amazonian Biodiversity 

 DeSombre text - Pages 143-162 

Day 9 (July 31, 2008) – Amazonian Biodiversity (cont’d) 

 Daniel C. Nepstad et al (2006) “Globalization of the Amazon Soy and Beef Industries: 

Opportunities for Conservation”, Conservation Biology, Vol. 20, Iss. 6, p. 1595-1603 

(available via the library’s online resources) 

 Anne Marie Todd (2003) “Environmental Sovereignty Discourse of the Brazilian Amazon: 

National Politics and the Globalization of Indigenous Resistance”, Journal of 

Communication Inquiry, Vol. 27, No. 4, p. 354-370 (available via the library’s online 

resources) 
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Day 10 (August 5, 2008) – Acid Rain 

 DeSombre text - Pages 164-178 

Day 11 (August 7, 2008) – Acid Rain (cont’d) 

 A Patt, “Separating analysis from politics: Acid rain in Europe”, Policy Studies Review, 

Volume 16, Issue 3-4, Fall-Winter, p. 104-137 (available via the library’s online resources) 

 Marc A. Levy, (1995), “International Co-operation to Combat Acid Rain”, in Helge Ole 

Bergesen et al (eds.), Green Globe Yearbook of International Co-operation on Environment 

and Development 1995, (Oxford: Oxford University Press), p. 59-68 (available in PDF 

format on WebCT) 

 

Day 12 (August 12, 2008) – Conclusions 

 DeSombre text - Pages 179-183 


