
Carleton University                Fall 2007 
Department of Political Science 
 

FYSM 1602A 
Mondays, 11:35 a.m. – 2:25 p.m. 

(213 Residence Commons) 
 
Professor Andrea Chandler 
Department of Political Science 
Office: Loeb D692 
Phone extension: 1418 
Office hours: Monday and Wednesday, 10:15-11:15 and 2:45-3:45, or by appointment  
E-mail: Andrea_Chandler@carleton.ca (see below).  
 
Course Description: 
 
This course, based in the Department of Political Science, will focus on the theme Social 
Impact of Transformation in the Post-Communist Era. There are two essential goals in 
the course. The first goal is to examine events, ideas and questions related to the 
phenomenon of communist systems in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe in the 
twentieth century: what was communism? What were its strengths and weaknesses? Why 
did communism collapse? And what changes and problems resulted from its demise, both 
within the countries concerned and for global politics generally? 
 
The second goal of the course is to develop students’ capacities for intensive, critical 
reading, for nuanced debate and for analytical writing. Students will be required to read a 
range of primary sources carefully and to assess various contrasting viewpoints. The 
assigned readings include original accounts by participants in political events, works of 
fiction by major literary observers, and works of scholarship that had an actual impact on 
the communist transformation. Writing assignments will focus on comparing, contrasting 
and critiquing various arguments in depth, as well as in developing systematic research 
skills. These skills should go beyond simple information-gathering to include thorough 
development of a research question and careful consideration of sources.  Students are 
expected to attend class regularly, to participate actively in class discussions, and to 
develop a cumulative understanding of the works discussed in class. To this end, 
evaluation of class participation will constitute an important proportion of the final grade.  
 
This course outline covers the first half of the course (50% of the final grade for the 
course), which will focus primarily on developing an understanding of how communist 
systems were formed, how they worked, contemporary critiques of Soviet and East 
European regimes, and the circumstances surrounding the fall of communism. The course 
outline for the second term, winter 2008, will be available when classes resume in 
January after the December break. 
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Texts: 
 
There is no textbook as such for the course, as course readings are drawn from various 
sources including journal articles, works of fiction, and memoirs. A course reader has 
been assembled, which includes many (but not all) of the assigned readings. The course 
reader is available for purchase in the bookstore. 
 
Other items suggested for purchase in the university bookstore include:  
 
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto: a Modern Edition. 
London: Verso, 1998. ISBN 1-85984-898-2 
 
Anna Akhmatova, Penguin Classics Selected Poems.  London and New York: Penguin,  
2006. ISBN-10: 0140424644 
 
Clarence Brown, ed. The Portable Twentieth-Century Russian Reader. (Includes 
Solzhenitsyn, Matryona’s Home). New York: Penguin, 2003, ISBN 9878012437575 
 
The choice of whether to purchase these readings belongs to the student. All course 
readings are available on reserve at McOdrum Library, at the circulation desk.  
 
Course Requirements: 
 
Class Participation          15%  
Written Summaries of Scheduled Discussions     20% 
Written Assignment (due Dec. 3)       30%  
Examination (to be scheduled during final exam period, Dec. 6 – 22)   35% 
 
Below is discussed the proportion of evaluation for the term’s work, out of a total 100% 
for the term. (The work for the fall term will constitute half of the final grade for the 
course). All course requirements must be completed in order to receive a passing grade. 
 
Class participation including scheduled discussions: 15%. We will have four scheduled 
intensive discussions in the course where students will be expected to work in groups and 
share brief presentations with the class based on questions related to assigned readings. 
These discussions will take place October 1, October 22, November 5 and November 19.  
Students’ participation will be evaluated individually according to their attendance and 
constructive engagement in the group work. The details of the discussions will be 
provided in class on the appropriate date and all group work will take place in class.  
 
Brief written summaries of scheduled discussions: 20% Students are expected to 
complete brief (approximately 3 pages, double spaced) summaries of two of the 
scheduled discussions considering the following: 1) the basic positions presented by each 
of the groups in the discussion, 2) the outcome of the discussion, 3) the relevance of the 
assigned readings to the discussion (e.g., how did points raised in the discussion reveal 
strengths and weaknesses of the readings). The first summary will be based on the 
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discussion of either October 1 or October 22 and will be due October 29. The second 
summary will be based on the discussion of either November 5 or November 19 and due 
November 19.  
 
Written assignment: due December 3, 30%. Students are expected to develop a plan, or 
proposal, for a research project. The assignment should be approximately 10-15 pages, 
typed, double spaced. The assignment is to write a systematic plan for an original 
research project: the assignment is NOT to complete an essay on the topic. From a list of 
basic research topics, students are expected to write the following: 1) a research question 
or hypothesis based on the topic, 2) an explanation of how at least three of the assigned 
readings of the course might suggest possible answers to the research question, 3) an 
explanation of the specifics of the topic in order to make it manageable for a research 
paper (e.g., country, time period, case study to be examined) and reasons why these 
choices have been made, 4) a list of at least five peer-reviewed journals where one might 
find literature relevant to the topic, 5) a discussion of which kinds of primary sources 
would be useful for the topic,  6)  an annotated bibliography of at least ten journal articles 
and books relevant to the topic, with a detailed explanation (demonstrating familiarity 
with the source) of how each source might be relevant, 7) A well-organized outline of 
how an essay on the topic would proceed, 8) a mention of any particular difficulties that 
might be involved in doing this project. With the exception of the list of journals (#4) and 
the outline (#7), the assignment should use complete sentences and paragraphs. Each of 
these components will be explained more thoroughly in the lectures, and the instructor 
will hand out a list of general topics approximately two weeks into the term.  
 
Examination (in the scheduled examination period, December 6 – 22, 2007): 35% 
Students will be responsible for demonstrating knowledge of  material from all lectures, 
assigned readings, and class discussions. 
 
Office hours and e-mail:  Students with questions for the professor may reach her by 
coming to her office hours (no appointment needed), by arranging a personal meeting 
outside of office hours, by phone, or by e-mail. Following university policy, the 
instructor will use “Connect” e-mail addresses when  communicating by e-mail  with 
students. Normally, the instructor expects to  reply  to e-mail or voicemail  messages  
within 1-2 days during the working week.  The instructor generally does not answer e-
mail inquiries or voicemail messages on evenings or weekends.   The instructor uses e-
mail to communicate with students in order to exchange general information about the 
course or suggestions about reading and research: e-mail will not be used for 
communicating marks.  
 
Written Assignments. All written assignments should be clearly written in complete 
sentences, providing original content. Written assignments are due in hard copy only, 
submitted directly to the instructor,  and assignments submitted by e-mail will not be 
accepted. They should be oriented towards developing analytical arguments,  providing 
facts and evidence to back up statements made. Papers should analyze, rather than 
describe, issues and events discussed. The instructor does not consider encyclopedias 
or general Internet information sources (such as Wikipedia) to be acceptable research  
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sources for university-level research papers.   Papers that simply assemble or reiterate 
information, which do not acknowledge sources appropriately,  or which do not 
demonstrate sufficiently rigourous  research  will not be considered satisfactory 
assignments.   Where appropriate, all papers should use footnotes or endnotes to 
acknowledge sources consulted, and provide a complete bibliography. Any time you 
quote directly from a source, the citation should be indicated in quotation marks and 
footnoted. Quotations from secondary sources are to be avoided,  as are quotations of 
more than fifty words in length from any one source. Footnotes are also necessary to 
acknowledge an author’s work when you have summarized  an argument or presented 
facts originated by another person.*** If you are unsure about how to use footnotes or 
endnotes, please see the instructor for advice. Marks will be deducted for late 
assignments, except for documented medical reasons or personal emergencies. Late 
papers are subject to university deadlines for submission. Once term assignments are 
graded, students may collect their completed papers during the instructor’s scheduled 
office hours, or by providing a stamped, self-addressed envelope in which the 
assignment may be returned by mail.  
 
 
SCHEDULE OF CLASS TOPICS AND READINGS 
 
 
Week 1. Introduction (September 10) 
 
Week 2. BACKGROUND (September 17) 
 
“Introduction,” by Eric Hobsbawm, and Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, “Manifesto of 
the Communist Party,” in Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, The Communist Manifesto: 
a Modern Edition. London: Verso, 1998 (pp. 1-77). 
 
Week 3. STALINISM AND ITS IMPACT (September 24) 
 
Isaiah Berlin, “The Artificial Dialectic: Generalissimo Stalin and the Art of 
Government,” (1952) in Berlin, The Soviet Mind: Russian Culture under Communism, 
ed. Henry Hardy, Washington, DC: Brookings Institution, 2004, pp. 98-118. 
 
Anna Akhmatova, “Requiem,” in Akhmatova, Selected Poems, trans. D. M. Thomas, 
London: Penguin, 2006, pp. 87-96. 
 
Week 4. DISSENT FROM WITHIN, OR WHAT COMMUNISM “COULD HAVE 
BEEN” (?) (October 1) 
Discussion exercise. 
 
Leon Trotsky, The Revolution Betrayed: What is the Soviet Union and where is it 
Going? Trans. Max Eastman. New York: Pathfinder Press, 1972, chapter 5, pp. 86-114. 
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Arthur Koestler, “The Yogi and the Commissar,” in The Yogi and the Commissar and 
Other Essays, London: Hutchinson, 1945, pp. 15-25. 
 
Milovan Djilas, “The New Class,” in Djilas, The New Class: an Analysis of the 
Communist System,” New York: Praeger, 1957, pp. 37-69. 
 
Week 5. EAST AND WEST: MUTUAL PERCEPTIONS (October 15) 
 
X, “The Sources of Soviet Conduct,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 25, no. 4, July 1947, pp. 566-
82. 
 
Bill Keller, “Moscow’s other Mastermind: Aleksandr Yakovlev,” New York Times 
Magazine, February 19, 1989, p. 30. 
 
Week 6. DISSENT: THE OUTSIDERS (October 22) 
Discussion exercise 
 
“Solidarity’s Program adopted by the First National Congress,” in Peter Raina, Poland 
1981: Towards Social Renewal. London: Allen & Unwin, 1985, pp. 326-65. 
 
Andrei Sakharov, “Memorandum and Postcript,” in Andrei Sakharov, Memoirs, New 
York: Knopf, 1990,  pp. 641-52.  
 
Vaclav Havel, “Letter to Dr. Gustav Husak,” in Havel, Vaclav Havel or Living in Truth, 
ed. Jan Vladislav, London: Faber, 1986,  pp. 3-35. 
 
Week 7. “ORDINARY” LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM (October 29) 
 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, “Matryona’s Home,” in Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Stories and 
Prose Poems, Michael Glenny, trans. Middlesex, UK: Penguin, 1973, pp. 9-47. 
 
Vasily Shukshin, “Moving to the Country,” in Roubles in Words, Kopeks in Figures, 
trans. Natasha Ward and David Iliffe. London: Marion Boyars, 1985, pp. 73-82. 
 
Natalya Babasyan, “A week Like any Other Week,” trans. Emily Lehrman, 
Massachusetts Review, XV, no. 4, 1974, pp. 657-703. 
 
Week 8 AND 9. REFORMING (November 5, November 12) 
 
Discussion exercise 
 
Tatyana Tolstaya, “Women’s Lives,” in Pushkin’s Children: Writings on Russia and 
Russians, Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2003, pp. 1-13. 
 
Janos Kornai, The Economics of Shortage, vol. A. Amsterdam: North-Holland 
Publishing, 1980, pp. 1-7 and 23-41. 
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Alexander N. Yakovlev, The Fate of Marxism in Russia, trans. Catherine A. Fitzpatrick, 
New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1993, pp. 139-52 and 224-30. 
 
Week 10. DILEMMAS OF TRANSITION – 1 (November 19) DISCUSSION 
 
Jeffrey Sachs, “What is to be done?” The Economist, January 13, 1990, pp. 21-26. 
 
Vassily Aksyonov, “Not Quite a Sentimental Journey,” New Republic, April 16, 1990, 
pp. 21-25. 
 
Laurence Weschler, “The Velvet Purge: the Trials of Jan Kavan,” New Yorker, October 
19, 1992, pp. 66-96.  
 
Vaclav Havel, To the Castle and Back, trans. Paul Wilson, New York and Toronto: 
Knopf, 2007, pp. 57-67, 69-79, 84-5 (sections beginning and ending with lines). 
 
Week 11. DILEMMAS OF TRANSITION: 2 (November 26) 
 
Adam Michnik, “After the Revolution,” New Republic, July 2, 1990, 28-29. 
 
Slavenka Drakulic, “My First Midnight Mass,” The Nation, February 12, 1990, 193-4. 
 
Chingiz Aitmatov, “The Intellectual Crisis, the Demise of Totalitarianism, and the Fate of 
Literature,” Trans. Alexandra Heidi Karriker, World Literature Today, vol. 63, no. 1, 
winter 1993, pp. 11-17. 
 
Czeslaw Milosz, “Swing Shift in the Baltics,” New York Review of Books, vol. 40, no. 
18, 4 November 1993, pp. 12-16. 
 
Week 12. NOSTALGIA (December 3)  
 
Vasilii Aksyonov, “Nostalgia or Schizophrenia?” Washington Quarterly, vol. 21, no. 2, 
1998, spring 1998, pp. 85-96. (Available on-line to Carleton students on university 
network through Lexis-Nexis database: go to “Guided Search;” enter news category 
“General News;” news source “Magazines and Journals;” key word “aksyonov”; date 
range “Last ten years;” publication title “the Washington Quarterly”).   
 
Resolution of the Russian Federation State Duma, “On the Legal Validity of the Results 
of the USSR Referendum on 17 March 1991 on the Question of Preserving the USSR for 
the Russian Federation – Russia” (19 March, 1996) in J.L. Black, ed. Russia and Eurasia 
Documents Annual. Gulf Breeze, FLA: Academic International Press, 1997, p. 68. 
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Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with 
Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the 
PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least 
two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient 
time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms 
to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 9th, 2007 for December 
examinations, and March 14th, 2008 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's 
own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate 
Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's 
work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or 
more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and 
recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such 
ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  
Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting 
documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted 
to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is 
available at:  http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/Essay%20Style%20Guide.html 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a 
passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the 
final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's 
performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the 
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final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to 
indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not 
be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if 
the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to 
sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be 
distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to 
set up your account. 
 
 
 

 


