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Carleton University                             Fall 2006

Department of Political Science

FYSM 1602 A 
Social Impact of Transformation in the Post-Communist Era 

Monday  6:05 p.m. – 8:55 p.m. 

(A602 Loeb )

Instructor: Tatyana Teplova 

Office: A800 Loeb 

Office Hours: Monday, 5pm – 6pm

Phone:   office (only during office hours) -  520-2600x 2063 (no voicemail)

home - (819) 772-0098

Email:     t_teplova@yahoo.com

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course description

Throughout the twentieth century, the confrontation between Soviet-style communism and Western capitalist states

profoundly shaped both the international environment, and our understandings of politics. In 1989-90, the rapid

transition from Communism in Eastern Europe accompanied the end of the Cold War, and the collapse of the

Soviet Union in 1991 brought a sudden end to what was formerly seen as one of the world’s most stable political

systems. The new post-communist states have brought new social groups and ideas into politics, and have

experimented with a wide range of reforms.   Yet the social hardships of post-communist states, and  in some

areas, the outbreak of violent conflicts,  raised disturbing questions about international political change. Did the

United States “win” the Cold War? Why did ethnicity and nationalism become so prominent  in states such as the

Soviet Union and Yugoslavia, and did federalism contribute to ethnic tensions? Were women, the elderly, and

children better off under communism? Are the former communist countries unique, or do they share the challenges

facing society in a globalizing world? 

This intensive seminar course will examine the impact of communism and post-communism. The goal is to provide

first year students with an introduction to basic concepts in social and political science, with an in-depth focus on

the theme of social transformation in the post-communist era. The course assumes that the fundamentals of

political science can be given meaning when incorporated with debate over the dynamic transformations that have

changed political science in the last decade. The course will include a combination of lectures,  class discussions,

and “workshop” sessions that are intended to prepare students to  research and analyze politics at the university

level. Active class participation is required of all students, and there will be a strong focus on writing. Students will

be encouraged to use electronic mail and the Internet as much as possible. 

By successfully completing the fall term course, the students will have a better understanding of:  

a) basic concepts of political science research, 

b) the historical and international context of Soviet and East European politics, which is essential to an

understanding of contemporary transformations, 

c) the challenges accompanying the collapse of Communism and the end of the Cold War. 

Textbook: The following textbooks have been ordered for purchase in the University Bookstore.

Leslie Holmes. Post-Communism: an Introduction. Duke University Press, Durham 1997 (coursepack format).

Raymond Pearson. The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Empire: Second Edition (Palgrave 2002) 
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In addition to the textbooks, students will be required to read a number of additional assigned articles which will be

placed either on library reserve or can be purchased in the coursepack format from Allegra printers (1069 Bank

Street).

Fall Term Course Evaluation

Class participation:   5%

Short Quiz ( 5% x 2 ) 10% October 16 & November 27

Mid Term Exam                  10% October 30

Term paper: 10% due December  4

 Fall Term examination 15% to be scheduled during formal exam period, December 6 – 22, 2006

Total   50%  +   winter term marks 50% =  100%  

Winter Term Topics and Evaluation

The winter term will keep essentially the same format developed for the fall term and will focus on the post-

communist period and will address some of the challenges of transition. The main focus of the course will be the

analysis of the social impact of transformation in the post communist era. Topics will include, state and society,

market and democracy and, social movements. The course will include a combination of lectures, class discussion,

and case studies workshops.  Grade distribution will be similar to the first term.

Explanation of Course Requirements:

1. Class participation - students are expected to attend all classes.   *Workshop sessions, with dates are

indicated below. Workshop sessions may include: group discussion, group assignment, film presentation,

and guest lecture.

2. Quizzes – short quizzes will be conducted on October 16 and November 27. Each quiz will consist of 5

short-answer questions 

3. Written assignment - 10-page original research paper due December  4. Topics to be distributed in class

by October. Written   ASSIGNMENT IS DUE IN PAPER FORM at the beginning of the class: DO NOT

SEND BY E-MAIL.  Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-stamped in the

departmental office.  Attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment

returned by mail.  The departmental mail-slot is intended for overnight late papers only.  Please note that

assignments sent to the department by fax will not be accepted.

4. First -term examination - will be announced. The examination will cover all topics covered in the fall term

and will consists of both essay-style and short-answer questions.

All papers must be written in accordance with the Essay Style Guide, which can be found here:  

http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf   

Students must fulfil all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment

will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final examination will result in a grade of ABS.

Workshops: Workshop sessions, as noted in the course schedule, include guest lectures, films, or organized visits

to the library.

Instructions for written assignments:  Students must complete all course requirements in order to receive a

passing grade.  Papers should be organised so as to answer a question, explain a puzzling development, or

develop an argument, rather than simply describe events. Written assignments should demonstrate that a student

has read carefully and understood a broad range of relevant books, articles and other sources. All papers should

http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf
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use footnotes or endnotes as appropriate to indicate where one  has referred to ideas, facts or research from

published sources. This requirement applies also to the World Wide Web: if students use the Internet in their

research, then Web sites must be cited appropriately and fully. Students must write in their own words, citing all

sources consulted. Any direct quotations from a source should be clearly indicated in quotation marks. As a general

rule, however, direct quotations should be kept to a minimum and should not exceed fifty words from any one

source. A complete bibliography of sources consulted should be included at the end of the paper.  Students who

are unsure about how to use footnotes or bibliography should consult the instructor.  

Oral Examination

At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral examination on research papers

and essays.

Duplicate Assignments

It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses.

Other issues

Late assignments will attract a 10% reduction in grade per day. Extensions will be granted only in cases of ill health

or personal distress.

Plagiarism

The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: “to use and pass off as one’s own idea or product, work of

another without expressly giving credit to another.” 

The Graduate Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:

(a) directly copies another's work without acknowledgement; or

(b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgement; or

(c) borrows, without acknowledgement, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to

present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's own would

contribute to the merit of his or her own work.

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the

Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.

Schedule

Part 1. Introduction 

Week 1.  September 11.  Introduction to the course 

Week 2.   September  18.  Introduction to Eastern and Central Europe : Geography, People, Culture.

*Workshop*

· Joseph Rothschild, Nancy Merriwether Wingfield “Return to Diversity: A Political History of East Central

Europe Since World War II,”  Ch. 1

Timothy Garton Ash, “The Puzzle of Central Europe,” NYRB 46:5 (March 18, 1999)

Week 3. September 25. What Is Post-Communism? 

· Barbara Falk, “Post-Communism's First Decade: A Primer for Non-Specialists,” Canadian Journal of

Political Science 36:2 (June 2003) 

· Holmes, pp.3-13

Part 2. What was Communism?
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Week 4:  October 2. What was communism? 

*Workshop*

· Holmes, pp.13-21

· Aileen Kelly, “In the Promised Land,” NYRB 48:19 (November 29, 2001) 

Week 5: October 16.  The USSR and the “Soviet Bloc” - Quiz 1.

· Holmes 100-115

· Raymond Pearson, The Rise and Fall of the Soviet Empire: Second Edition (Palgrave 2002), ch. 1-2 

Week 6:  October 23.  Introduction to international relations: the Cold War and its impact 

*Workshop* 

· X, “The Sources of Soviet Conduct,” Foreign Affairs, vol. 25, no. 4, July 1947, pp. 566-82. 

· G. Lundestad 'Imperial Overstretch', Mikhail Gorbachev, and the End of the Cold War” Cold War History,

Volume 1, Number 1 / August 01, 2000

Week 7. October 30. – midterm exam

Part 3. Fall of the Wall and Collapse of the Soviet System

Week 8. November 6. The Fall of the Wall 

· Holmes, pp.23-62

· Pearson, chap. 6 

Week 9. November 13. Was 1989 a Revolution? 

*Workshop*

· Holmes, 63-99

· Vladimir Tismaneanu, “Reassessing the Revolutions of 1989” (D&P ch10) 

Week 10. November 20. The Collapse of the Soviet System 

The National Interest, special issue on the Soviet collapse, Spring 1993: 

· Francis Fukuyama, “The Modernizing Imperative” 

· Stephen Sestanovich, “Did the West undo the East?” 

Week 11. November 27.  The Collapse of the Soviet Union – Quiz 2.

· Pearson, chaps 7-8 

Week 12:  December 4. The end of the Cold War: did it bring stability?

· Holmes, pp.267 – 302

· Slavenka Drakuli�, Café Europa: Life after Communism (Penguin 1996)  - pp.6-23
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Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this

course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500

University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an

appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the

first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your request.

Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled

exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter term courses, and March 9 , 2007 forth th

winter term courses.

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should

apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements.

Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need

for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic

event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and

the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic

disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for

assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an

Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to

discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is

anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea

or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states

that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without

acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without

acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in

such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's

own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are

required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the

case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The

Department's Style Guide is available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be

date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the

corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with

that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a

stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note

that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the

purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the

approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to

revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will

result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so

poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such

cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already

failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the

examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course.
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Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up

for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the

Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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