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Department of Political Science Winter 2007
Carleton University

FYSM 1602B
Statistical Analysis of Canadian Public Opinion and Elections

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10:05am – 11:25am (A602 Loeb)

Instructor: David McGrane

Office: Loeb D683   

Home Phone: 613-233-7258 (Please do not call between 9pm and 9am)

E-mail: dmcgrane@connect.carleton.ca  

Office Hours: 9:35am-10:05am on Tuesdays, 9:35am-10:05am &11:30am-
12:00pm on Thursdays

Course Description for Winter Term

As opposed to the first half of the course, which focused on qualitative analysis of
ideologies and Canadian political parties, the second half of the course will
emphasize the statistical analysis of Canadian federal elections. Using a program
called SPSS, students will learn how to generate statistics using a given dataset
and how to properly interpret and report the results. The dataset to be used will
be the  anadian Election Study (CES) which is a survey that has been done
during every federal Canadian election since 1965. At the end of the class,
students will read two scholarly articles that were written using the CES and
SPSS software in order to see how the skills they have learnt have been applied
in the academic world.  

Computer Labs

We will be holding classes in a computer lab (Loeb B241) on each Thursday from
January 18  to March 29 . During these labs, each student will have their ownth th

computer with SPSS software. The first part of the lab will consist of the teaching
of certain skills by the instructor. During the second part of the lab, students will
be required to complete a short assignment in order to apply the skills that they
have learnt. These short assignments are learning exercises and will not count
towards your grade. However, during the second last lab period, there will be a
lab quiz which will be worth 10% of your mark. During the last lab period,
students will be able to work on generating statistics for their final papers with the
aid of the instructor.  

mailto:dmcgrane@connect.carleton.ca
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Course Requirements for Winter Term

  5% Attendance and Quality of Participation 
10% Computer Lab Quiz on generating statistics using SPSS on March 22 ,nd

2007. 
20% 8-10 Page Paper. Topics will be distributed by the instructor and students

will be required to use SPSS and Canadian Election Study datasets to
complete this assignment.  Due on Tuesday, April 3 .rd

15% Final Exam on statistical concepts learned and the two scholarly articles
that are assigned. 

Papers should be in hard copy format and they should be turned in on time and
in class to the instructor. E-mailed assignments to the instructor will not be
accepted. Please note that papers not received at the time they are due will be
subject to a grade penalty, which will reduce the paper's mark at a rate of 3/100
per day. Assignments more than one week late will not be accepted. Late
assignments must be put in the late paper drop box outside the main Political
Science Office  B640 Loeb. Exceptions may be made, at the instructor's
discretion, for students who contact the instructor regarding medical reasons or
family emergencies before assignments are due. Documentation will be required
in these cases. Please note that computer problems are not considered
emergencies, so be sure that the computer you use is in good working order, and
that you back up your work on a floppy disc and/or print out rough work and
essay drafts.

Required Text for Winter Term

Peter Nardi, Doing Survey Research: A Guide to Quantitative Methods, Second
Edition (Toronto: Pearson Education, 2006). 

Reading Schedule for Winter Term

All readings are required 

Thursday, January 4 : Introduction to classth

Tuesday, January 9 : Nardi, Chapter 1, Why We do Researchth

Thursday, January 11 : Nardi, Chapter 2, Finding Ideas to Researchth

Tuesday, January 16 : Nardi, Chapter 3, Defining Research: Concepts,th

Hypotheses and Measurement

Thursday, January 18 : COMPUTER LAB (LOEB B241) th
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Tuesday, January 23 :  Nardi, Chapter 4, Developing a Questionnairerd

Thursday, January 25 : COMPUTER LAB (LOEB B241)  th

Tuesday, January 30 : Nardi, Chapter 5, Samplingth

Thursday, February 1 : COMPUTER LAB (LOEB B241) st

Tuesday, February 6 : Nardi, Chapter 6, Descriptive Statisticsth

Thursday, February 8 : COMPUTER LAB (LOEB B241)   th

Tuesday, February 13 : Nardi, Chapter 7, Bivariate Relationships th

Thursday, February 15 : COMPUTER LAB (LOEB B241)   th

Tuesday, February 27 :  Nardi, Chapter 8, Comparing Meansth

Thursday, March 1 : COMPUTER LAB (LOEB B241)   st

Tuesday, March 6 :  Nardi, Chapter 9, Multiple Variablesth

Thursday, March 8 : COMPUTER LAB (LOEB B241) th

Tuesday, March 13 :  Nardi, Chapter 10, Presenting Results, Makingth

Conclusions and Writing Reports 

Thursday, March 15 : COMPUTER LAB (LOEB B241) th

Tuesday, March 20 :  ic Belanger,  he Rise of Third Parties in the 1993th

Canadian Federal Election: Pinard Revisited in Canadian Journal of Political
Science 37, no. 3 (September 2004), 581-594. (On reserve in the library under
my last name our course number).

Thursday, March 22 : COMPUTER LAB (LOEB B241) Lab Quiz     nd

Tuesday, March 27 :   Elisabeth Gidengil, Andr Blais, Joanna Everitt, Patrickth

Fournier and Neil Nevitte,  ack to the Future: Making Sense of the 2004
Canadian Election outside Quebec in Canadian Journal of Political Science 39,
no. 1 (March 2006), 1-26. (On reserve in the library under my last name and our
course number). 

Thursday, March 29 : COMPUTER LAB (LOEB B241) Students will use thisth

class to work individually on analyzing data for their final papers and may ask for
the aid of the instructor. 
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Tuesday, April 3 :    Review of Class. Final Papers Due.rd

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in

this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with

Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the

PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two

weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to

process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the

PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winterth

term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances

should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before

the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual

basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in

a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an

Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to

contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make

an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first

academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's

own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate

Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's

work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or

more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and

recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such

ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting

documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted

to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is

available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief

oral examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will

not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop

box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4

p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned

in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment

returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final

exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to

the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be

subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.
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Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam

will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's

performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the

final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to

indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not

be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if

the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to

sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be

distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to

set up your account.
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