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Carleton University                  Fall/Winter 2006-2007 
Department of Political Science

PSCI 1602E 
Philosophy of War and Peace in the Middle East

Tuesday, 6:05 p.m. to 8:55 p.m.

Instructor: Prof. Jason Muscant
Office: C661
Office Hours: Tuesday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. or by appointment 
Phone: 562-5800 ex. 1245
Email: jmuscant@uottawa.ca
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course description

This full-year course is intended to introduce students to the experience of a
university seminar, including basic university-level research, writing, reading and
seminar skills. Through a great books approach, students will apply traditional political
theory to contemporary issues in the Middle East, with a specific emphasis on the
practice of war and peace between nations. In the first semester, we will focus primarily
on building theoretical frameworks from which questions about war and peace in the
Middle East can be asked.  In each class, we will use these Questions to be addressed
include what are the basic issues in play in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?  Why, despite
continued efforts at peacemaking, are the parties still “at war?”  Can there be a “just
war”?  What is the role of terrorism with regards to war and peace?  How do we
understand the role of other Western/Non-Western countries in Middle East affairs? 
Can someone be neutral?  How do we differentiate truth from fiction in Middle East
reporting? 

Texts

In order to facilitate access to all the readings, all the course material for the Fall
Semester will be available on-line with free access.  Within each week in the
“Schedule”, a url will be provided for the translation of the text available online. 
However, if a student chooses to purchase a copy of the text, all translations will be
welcomed.

In the Winter semester, all journal articles that are not available on-line will be
placed in the library, and made available on a reserve basis.
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Evaluation/Course Requirements

As this is a seminar course, students will be evaluated on both their individual
work, and on their ability to contribute to the overall dialogue evoked through the course
material.

The grading breakdown for the full-year will be as follows:

Work-in-process paper (x2) 20%
Final paper      (x2) 30%
Reflections      (x10) 20%
Simulation Work       10%
Participation 20%

Work in Progress/ Final Paper Term Work 

Each semester, students will be asked to submit both a work-in-progress paper, due at
the beginning of the Week 6 class, and a Final paper, due on the last class of the
semester.  The work-in-progress paper will be 5-7 pages long.  Students will be asked
to build off their work-in-progress paper, while integrating the comments they receive,
into their 12-14 page final paper.  Topics for the paper will be introduced during the third
week of each semester.   Late papers will receive a penalty of 1/3 a grade per day of
late submission.

Reflections

5 times each semester, students will asked to submit a 1 page reflection on the
readings assigned for that week.  The reflection cannot be a summary.  Instead, it can
be an exposition of an idea, point of contention, difficult issue, or even a question arising
from reading the material.  These reflections will only be accepted at the beginning of
the relevant class.  Each reflection will be worth up to 2% of the students’ final grade.  A
reflection will not be accepted late.  

Simulation Work

At least once per semester, the students will be asked to participate in a joint simulation
activity, where they will draw on their learning from the course material to engage some
of the major issues related to the Arab-Israeli conflict.  The students’ preparation for and
participation in these activities will be evaluated.
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Participation

I will be evaluating your attendance (though note that attendance is a prerequisite for 
participation, not a substitute) and contributions to class discussion.  You must make
every effort to demonstrate familiarity with the assigned topic and readings. Remember,
though, that  you don’t have to be an expert; just show me that you are engaging with
the material and thinking about it. Feel free to make comments or ask questions;
questions are an important part of learning!

Fall 2006 Schedule

Week 1: Tuesday, September 12th

Topic: Introduction, Expectations, Methods and Madness
Readings: None

Week 2: Tuesday September 19th

Topic: What is a Cycle of Vengeance?
Readings: Aeschylus, “The Agamemnon”
url: http://www.bartleby.com/people/Aeschylu.html

Week 3: Tuesday, September 26  th

Topic: Can we be neutral?
Readings: Thucydides, “The Melian Debate” taken from ”The History of the
Peloponnesian War”
url: http://www.thenagain.info/Classes/Sources/Thu.Melian.html

Week 4: Tuesday, October 3rd

Topic: What is Justice?
Readings: Plato’s Republic: Book 1
url: http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/republic.html

Week 5: Tuesday, October 10th

Topic: Are there just reasons to go to war?  Can we war justly? 
Readings:  Plato’s Euthyphro
url: http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/euthyfro.html
Guest Speaker:  Dr. Andrei Brennan, University of Ottawa

Week 6: Tuesday, October 17  th

Topic: Does the Ends Justify the Means?
Readings: Machiavelli, “The Prince” Chapters 12, 14-20, 24,25
url: http://www.constitution.org/mac/prince00.htm
Note: Due date for work-in-progress paper

http://www.bartleby.com/people/Aeschylu.html
http://www.thenagain.info/Classes/Sources/Thu.Melian.html
http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/republic.html
http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/euthyfro.html
http://www.constitution.org/mac/prince00.htm
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Week 7: Tuesday, October 24 ,th

Topic: Is War Natural?
Readings: Hobbes, “Leviathan” – Introduction, Chapter 13
url: http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/hobbes/leviathan-contents.html

Week 8: Tuesday, October 31  st

Topic: Is Peace Natural?
Readings: Rousseau, “On the Origin of Inequality” – Dedication, Part 1
http://www.constitution.org/jjr/ineq.htm

Week 9: Tuesday, November 7th

Topic: Paper Writing/ Simulation 1
Readings: None

Week 10: Tuesday, November 14  th

Topic: Can there be peace?
Readings: Kant, “Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch”
url: http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/kant/kant1.htm

Week 11: Tuesday, November 21  st

Topic: Do States Really Understand Each Other?
Readings: Jervis, “Hypotheses on Misperception”
url: http://www.jstor.org/view/00438871/di971170/97p0117c/0

Week 12: Tuesday, November 28th

Topic: From Theory to Practice, Summary
Readings: None
Note: Due Date for Final Paper

Winter 2007

While the reading schedule for the Winter Semester has not been finalized, the
schedule will follow this particular thematic direction:

Week 1: Orientalism and Its Critiques
Week 2: Religion and Ideology
Week 3: Terrorism & the War on Terrorism
Week 4: The death of Disengagement
Week 5: Is war still war? Geopolitics or global economics? 
Week 6: The War at Home #1, Anti-Semitism/Anti-Islam
Week 7: The War at Home #2, The battle for campus support
Week 8: Simulation #2
Week 9: Truth and Propaganda, is there a difference
Week 10: Democracy in the Middle East?
Week 11: Peace Movements in the Middle East
Week 12: Conclusion: What do we do now?

http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/hobbes/leviathan-contents.html
http://www.constitution.org/jjr/ineq.htm
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/kant/kant1.htm
http://www.jstor.org/view/00438871/di971170/97p0117c/0
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Suggested sites for News Information:

Globe and Mail www.globeandmail.ca
The New York Times www.nytimes.com
The Washington Post www.washingtonpost.com
BBC http://news.bbc.co.uk
CNN www.cnn.com
PBS www.pbs.org
Ha’aretz www.haaretz.com
The Jerusalem Report Magazine www.jrep.com
The Alternative Information Center http://www.alternativenews.org
Electronic Intifada http://electronicintifada.net
The Jordan Times http://jordantimes.com
Jerusalem Media and Communication Centre http://jmcc.org
Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research http://pcpsr.org
***And note that the The Israel Policy Forum www.israelpolicyforum.org has a 
“media summary” updated daily, with links to Middle East-related articles from various 
news sources.

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this

course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500

University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment

to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class

test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the

following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam

accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winterth th

term courses.

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply

in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such

requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for

accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event.

Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the

instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage

to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance

(www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an

Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to

discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is

anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea

or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that

plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without

acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without

acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in

such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's

own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required

to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the

Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style

Guide is available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.
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Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be

date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the

corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that

day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a

stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note

that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the

purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the

approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to

revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade. 

Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a

grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during

the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases,

instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed

the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the

examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up

for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the

Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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