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Objective of course 
 
The objective of this course is to introduce the student to the Canadian political 
environment in order to better grasp the pertinent issues facing Canadians.  We 
will be looking at such topics including Canadian identity and culture, regional, 
class and linguistic cleavages, gender politics, Aboriginal issues as well as 
interest group politics and mass media.    
 
Format 
 
The course will be comprised of lectures, class discussion and group work. The 
readings, class discussions, movies and group work compliment rather than 
substitute for the lectures.  The final three classes will consist of presentations 
based on the topic chosen/assigned in the first class.   All students are expected 
to do the readings each week and be prepared to present arguments and 
general findings, as well as to provide constructive comments and criticism.  A 
final exam will be held during the exam period (June 27 – 30, 2007) where the 
student will be tested on all material covered in class, including movies, class 
presentations and group work. 
 
Required Text [available for purchase in the bookstore] 
 
Dyck, Rand. 2004. Canadian Politics: Critical Approaches. 4 Edition. Toronto: 
Thomson/Nelson. 
There is a student resources website that accompanies this textbook which 
includes text updates, practice test questions and other useful info. See 
http://www.canadianpolitics4e.nelson.com/ 
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Evaluation 
 
Participation, Attendance, Group Assignments:    10% 
Movie Review/Analysis (3-4 pages) due dates vary   15% 
Term paper (8-10 pages) due June 18     35% 
Final Exam (during formal exam period, June 27 – 30, 2007)  40% 
 
 
Participation and Attendance: 
 
All students are expected to attend class.  Attendance will be taken.  In addition, 
all students are expected to carefully prepare for each class by reading the 
required readings listed under each week’s topic, and preparing, in addition to 
notes for private study, a list of questions and issues emerging from those 
readings for discussion. 
 
Group Assignments 
 
Groups of approximately 12 will be formed in the first lecture.  Each member of 
the group will be assigned a specific role: leader(s), note taker(s), speaker(s), 
etc.  
Each week there will be an assignment which your group will be responsible for. 
Further detail will be given in class. 
  
Movie Review/Analysis: 
 
You will select one movie shown in class and provide a critical analysis of the 
main points arising from it.  Your analysis of the movie will consist of a basic 
review and analysis of the issues raised in the movie.  This should be 
complimented with the readings assigned for that particular week.  This paper is 
not simply a review.  Rather it should be an analysis of the issues raised in the 
week’s readings and in the movie.  How do the two either compliment or 
contradict each other?   
Proper essay format must be followed.  You must construct a clear and concise 
thesis statement and support it with clear and logical arguments. 
  
The movie review/analysis is due one week after the movie has been shown 
in class.  
The paper should be handed into the instructor at the beginning of class. 
 
Late papers will be penalized by one grade point (e.g. from B to B-) for each 
day that they are late. Weekends count as one day. The only exceptions will be 
in the case of documented medical excuse or death in the family.  
 
 
 



 3

Term Paper Assignment:: 
 
Papers are due on June 18.  
Essays must be 8 – 10 double spaced pages (2000 – 2500 words).  You should 
use 12” font (times new roman), 1” margin.  Do not tinker with font size, margin 
and/or spacing.  Such manipulation is obvious to detect. 
Spelling and grammar count. 
 
This is an academic paper.  You are required to have a minimum of four 
academic sources (this does not include the required readings).  Non-academic 
sources (internet, newspapers, etc.) are permissible, but only to bolster the 
academic sources. 
 
The introduction should outline the organizational structure of the paper and your 
main argument. The conclusion should briefly summarize the argument(s) 
presented. 
 
You must present a clearly defined thesis.  Your thesis statement must be 
supported by logically constructed arguments.  Anticipate and address criticisms 
of your main arguments and defend them against the opposing arguments. 
 
Proper format is required.  If in doubt, consult a style guide on the proper format 
for bibliography and footnotes.  The first person (“I”) may be used sparingly. 
Quotations longer than four lines should be indented without quotation marks. Do 
not overuse quotations. Include a clear introduction and conclusion.  
Submit your paper to me in person in class, place it in the drop off mailbox in the 
Political Science Department or mail it to me (Political Science Department, 
Carleton University, Ottawa, ON K1S 5B6). The postmark will be used to 
determine if the paper is late. Unfortunately, we are not able to accept email or 
fax submissions. 
 
 
Late papers will be penalized by one grade point (e.g. from B to B-) for each 
day that they are late. Weekends count as one day. The only exceptions will be 
in the case of documented medical excuse or death in the family.  
 
Essay topics will be distributed in class. 
 
Please keep a copy of your paper.   
 
 
Final Exam
 
There will be a two hour exam held during the formal exam period, June 27-June 
30.  The required exam will cover all lectures, reading materials, movies and 
presentation reviewed in class.  
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Schedule and Required Readings 
 
You should complete the readings for a given week before the lecture and 
discussion group. 
 
May 16: Introduction, Studying Politics 
Dyck ch. 1 “Approaching the Study of Politics” 
Movie: “Understanding Canadian Government” (35 min) 
 
May 21: University Closed 
 
May 23: Canadian Political Culture(s) 
Dyck ch. 10: “The Canadian Political Culture.” 
 
May 28: The International Context 
Dyck ch. 9: “The United States and the Global Environment.” 
 
May 30: The First Nations 
Dyck ch. 4: “Canada's Aboriginal Peoples.” 
Movie: “Indigeni Native Women: Politics” (25 min) 
 
June 4: French-English Relations 
Dyck ch. 5: “The French-English Cleavage and the Quebec Question.” 
 
June 6: Gender and Politics 
Dyck ch. 7: “Gender and Politics 
Movie: 20th Century Gals (46 min) 
 
June 11: Elites, Classes and Inequality 
Dyck ch. 8, 9: “Class Cleavages,” and “Other cleavages” 
 
June 13: Regionalism 
Dyck ch. 3: “Regional-Economic Cleavages.” 
 
June 18: Diversity and Multiculturalism 
Dyck ch. 6: “Other Ethnic Groups and Multiculturalism.” 
Papers due 
 
June 20: Interest Groups 
Dyck ch. 15: “Pressure Groups and Lobbying.” 
 
June 25: Political Socialization and the Media 
Dyck ch. 11: “Political Socialization, the Mass Media, and Opinion Polls.” 
Conclusion and Review 
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For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with 
Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the 
PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least 
two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient 
time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms 
to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: June 8, 2007 for June examinations, 
and July 27, 2007 for August examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's 
own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate 
Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's 
work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or 
more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and 
recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such 
ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  
Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting 
documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted 
to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is 
available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a 
passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the 
final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a 
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student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 
100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final 
Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term 
work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams 
are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to 
sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be 
distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to 
set up your account. 
 


	Format
	The course will be comprised of lectures, class discussion and group work. The readings, class discussions, movies and group work compliment rather than substitute for the lectures.  The final three classes will consist of presentations based on the topic chosen/assigned in the first class.   All students are expected to do the readings each week and be prepared to present arguments and general findings, as well as to provide constructive comments and criticism.  A final exam will be held during the exam period (June 27 – 30, 2007) where the student will be tested on all material covered in class, including movies, class presentations and group work.

