
Carleton University       Summer 2007 
Department of Political Science 

 
PSCI 2003A 

Canadian Political Institutions 
2:35pm – 5:25pm Mondays and Wednesdays 

282 University Centre 
 
Instructor: Dr. Mary Francoli 
Instructor’s Office: B645 Loeb Building 
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 1:30pm – 2:30pm 
Phone: 613-520-2600 ext. 1657 (no voicemail) 
Email: mary_francoli@carleton.ca (this is the best way to contact me) 
 
 
Course Description 
 
This course introduces the key institutions associated with Canadian politics. Emphasis is 
placed on the constitution, federalism, parliament, the executive, political parties, election 
campaigns, the judiciary, interest groups and the news media. We will explore the 
structure, function and power of each and will also look at the ways each incorporates 
citizen participation. A central theme of the course will be whether institutions are 
embracing technology to improve citizen participation and what this means for 
democracy in Canada. This is a lecture course, but will include time in each class for 
discussion groups. 
 
WebCT - Please note that the course will be managed with Carleton's WebCT 
course management software.  The course calendar and other course materials will 
be made available on WebCT.  For those students who do not already have their 
WebCT account set up, please go to the carleton.ca website and choose WebCT and 
then Student Resources.   
 
Required Text 
 
Dyck, Rand.  Canadian Politics: Critical Approaches 4th Edition.  Toronto: Nelson, 
2004. 
 
*Note* You should be able to find a used copy of this text. If you are buying a used copy 
please ensure that you buy the correct edition (4th). 
 
Evaluation Summary 
 
20% Midterm test - July 23rd  
30% Research essay - August 13th  
40% Final exam - to be held during formal exam period, August 14 - 18  
10% Discussion Groups -  



 
Midterm Test – July 23rd

 
The midterm test will consist of short answer and essay questions.  You are responsible 
for all of the material covered in the lectures and the assigned readings.  Further details 
will be given in class. *NOTE* This will be your first graded assignment.   
 
 
Research Essay – August 13th

  
Essays are due at the beginning of class on August 13, 2007 and must be written from 
one of the topics listed below.  Papers submitted after the beginning of class receive an 
initial penalty of 3 percentage points; papers submitted after the end of class will lose a 
further 5 percentage points per day, including weekends.  Late essays can be submitted 
anytime through the drop box outside the Political Science main office (Loeb B640). 
 
Papers should be 10-12 pages in length (2500 – 3000 words) and should use standard 
formatting (Times New Roman font size 12, double spaced).  Essays must have a 
minimum of five academic sources beyond the class text.  
  
Below are the general criteria that I will be using when I mark your essay.  Please bear 
them in mind when you are preparing your paper: 
 
• Clarity of thesis statement and introduction 
• Logical development 
• Insight and originality 
• Research effort 
• Critical analysis 
• Use of sources and evidence 
• Presentation of references 
• Spelling, grammar and punctuation 
• Style 
  
For your own protection, always keep a copy of your essay when you hand it in.  You are 
also advised to keep your drafts/ research material.  In the case of loss, theft, destruction, 
dispute over authorship, or any other eventuality, it will be your responsibility to provide 
a copy of your essay. 
  
Please note that Carleton University's policy on plagiarism and other instructional 
offences is available online and in the Undergraduate Calendar supplement. If you have 
any questions please ask! 
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Essay Topics – Choose one of the following topics.  Please note that essays written on 
other topics will not be accepted. 
 

1. Assess the relevance of Canada’s major political parties. 
2. Why has voter turnout been declining in Canada? 
3. How does party discipline affect the operation of parliament? 
4. Canada has been described as the ‘friendly dictatorship.’ Is this a fair or accurate 

description? 
5. Is media spin responsible for the poor reputation of politics and politicians? 
6. How does the Canadian Constitution affect our political system? 
7. Are judges competent to make and enforce public policy? 
8. Have new communication technologies improved the function of the 

bureaucracy? 
9. Should federal grants to the provinces be conditional or unconditional? 
10. Assess the Federal Accountability Act and its impact on Lobbyists. 

 
Final Exam – to be held during formal exam period (August 14 - 18, 2007)  
 
The final exam is comprehensive in nature, but will emphasize the material that has been 
covered since the mid-term test.  The final exam will include short answer and essay 
questions. The exam will take place during the university- scheduled exam period.  
Further details will be provided in class. 
 
Discussion Groups  
 
Students will break into small groups during the first lecture. During each class, students 
will meet with their groups to discuss an assigned question of relevance to the day’s topic 
or to complete a small assignment, which you may be asked to submit in class. Groups 
will submit an attendance sheet each class and will lose 1% for each group discussion 
missed. Work submitted following the group discussions will not be graded, but will be 
used to provide early feedback.  Note: A selection of questions given during group 
discussions will form part of the final exam so attending and participating in the groups 
will help to get you ready for the final. This will be explained further in class.  
 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic 
accommodations in this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) 
for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. 
After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order 
to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV 
midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note 
the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally 
scheduled exam accommodations: June 8, 2007 for June examinations, and July 27, 
2007 for August examinations. 
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For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of 
satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, 
but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to 
be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids 
academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity 
Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged 
to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. 
Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks 
prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be 
required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as 
one's own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  
The Graduate Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) 
directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the 
equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, 
without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to 
present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's 
own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect 
plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the 
Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the 
same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available at:  
www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a 
brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may 
be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be 
retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed 
to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-
addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended 
solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 
instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved 
by the Dean. 
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Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve 
a passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to 
write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is 
assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass 
the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use 
this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the 
course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of 
the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good 
standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages 
students to sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University 
information will be distributed via the Connect email system. See 
http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account. 
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PSCI 2003A: Canadian Political Institutions 
TENTATIVE Class Schedule 

To be adjusted as required – any changes will be announced on WebCT at least one day 
prior to the class (the midterm and paper dates are firm) 

 
Overview of Seminar Topics 
 
July 4 – Introduction and Institutional Foundations 
 
 Chapter 1: Approaching the Study of Politics 
 Chapter 2: Institutional Foundations and the Evolution of the State 
 
July 9 – Federalism  
 
 Chapter 17: The Provinces and the Federal System 
 
July 11 – Constitution 
 
 Chapter 16: The Canadian Constitution and Constitutional Change 
 
July 16 – The Charter and Judiciary 
 
 Chapter 18: The Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
 Chapter 23: The Judiciary 
 
July 18 – Political Parties and the Electoral System 
 
 Chapter 12: Elections and the Electoral System 
 Chapter 13: Political Parties and the Party System 
 Chapter 14: Parties, Voting and the Election Campaign 
 
July 23 – Mid Term 
 
July 25 – Parliament 
 
 Chapter 22: Parliament 
 
July 30 – The Executive 
 
 Chapter 19: Governing: The Policymaking Process and Policy Instruments 
 Chapter 20: The Executive: Crown, Prime Minister and Cabinet 
 
August 1 – The Bureaucracy and Public Administration 
 
 Chapter 21: The Bureaucracy 
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August 6 – NO CLASS – University closed  
 
August 8 – The Media 
 
 GUEST SPEAKER: Jake Wright, photojournalist with the Hill Times 
 Chapter 11: Political Socialization, The Mass Media and Public Opinion Polls 
 
August 13 – (ESSAYS DUE) Interest Groups and Lobbying 
 
 Chapter 15: Pressure Groups and Lobbying 
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