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Department of Political Science  

 
PSCI 2003A 

Canadian Political Institutions  
Lectures: Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:05 pm – 8:55 pm (446 TB) 

 
Jonathan Malloy 
Office:  Loeb B696 
Phone:  613-520-2600 x1189 
Email:  jonathan_malloy@carleton.ca
 
Office Hours:
Mondays and Wednesdays 5:30-6:00 
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This course explores how power works in Canadian politics, looking at the major constitutional, 
political, judicial and bureaucratic institutions of the nation.   
 
This is a lecture course but will include time in each class for discussion groups.  Attendance and 
participation in groups count toward the course grade. 

 
Text:              
 

Dyck, Rand. Canadian Politics: Critical Approaches (5th edition) (Toronto: Nelson, 2008)  
 
Grading: 
 

Midterm Test, June 4        15% 
Research Essay, Due June 23       40% 
Final Exam, to be scheduled during the regular exam period (May 25 – 30) 40%    
Attendance/Participation          5%  

 
The midterm test will take place on Wednesday June 4 during class.  It will consist of short and long 
essay style questions, with some choice of which questions to answer.  It will cover all material from the 
assigned readings and lectures up to and including June 2. 

 
The essay assignment is at the end of this course outline.  Essays are due at the beginning of class on 
Monday, June 23.  Late papers will lose one-third of a letter grade per day (i.e., from B+ to B), including 
weekends.  A “day” is calculated from 4:00 PM when essays are collected from the dropbox outside the 
Political Science main office, Loeb B640. 
 
The final exam will be during the regular exam period at the end of term (May 25 – 30). 
 
Attendance and Participation 
 
The class will be divided into small discussion groups that will meet each class to discuss assigned 
questions and other tasks.  Each group will keep self-attendance. 
 
 



2 
 

 
Topics and Reading Assignments 
 
Monday May 12 - Introduction
 
Wednesday May 14 - Historical Foundations
 

Chapter 2 “Institutional Foundations and the Evolution of the State” 
 
NO CLASS MAY 19 (VICTORIA DAY) - 
 
Wednesday May 21 - Federalism and the Constitution Part 1
 

Chapter 17 “The Canadian Constitution and Constitutional Change” 
Chapter 18 “The Provinces and the Federal System” 

 
Monday May 26 - Federalism and the Constitution Part 2

 
 
Wednesday May 28 - The Judiciary and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms
 

Chapter 18 “The Charter of Rights and Freedoms” 
 
Monday June 2 -Political Parties
 

Chapter 14 “Political Parties and the Party System” 
Chapter 15 “Parties, Voting and the Election Campaign” 

 
Wednesday June 4 - Midterm
 
Monday June 9- The Electoral System 
 

Chapter 13 “Elections and the Electoral System”   
 
Wednesday June 11 - Parliament
 

Chapter 23 “Parliament” 
 
Monday June 16- The Executive
 

Chapter 21 “The Executive: Crown, Prime Minister and Cabinet” 
 
Wednesday June 18 - Public Policy and Administration
 

Chapter 20 “The Policy-Making Process and Policy Instruments” 
 
Monday June 23 - Last Class - Review - Essays Due
Essay Assignment
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Essays should be 8 to 10 pages long (2000-2500 words).  They are due on Monday June 23 at the 
beginning of class.   
 
Late papers will lose one-third of a letter grade per day (i.e., from B+ to B), including weekends.  A Aday@ 
is calculated from 4:00 PM when essays are collected from the dropbox outside the Political Science main 
office, Loeb B640. 
 
Essays will be judged on criteria including the following: 
 
A. Essays must have a clear thesis, and be structured around the thesis.  Critical judgment is 

essential.  You must display a strong grasp of the subject and an appreciation of competing 
arguments. 

 
B. Your research must go well beyond the information in class lectures and the textbooks, referring 

to additional academic sources.  The professor can advise you, but it is ultimately your 
responsibility to find appropriate material from scholarly sources.  Newspapers and magazines 
can be used in moderation, mainly for recent developments.  When using internet sources, be 
particularly vigilant about where the information is coming from. 

 
C. The essays will be evaluated for both content and presentation.  Spelling and grammar count.  

However, there is no need for fancy fonts, pictures and other stylistic aspects, as they will not 
influence the grade.  Do not bother with folders or other paraphenalia.  Be sure to include a title 
page and bibliography or list of works cited.  

 
D. You may use any of several citation methods as long as you consistently adhere to an accepted 

style.  Footnotes or endnotes are both acceptable, as are the MLA and APA parentheses methods. 
 Information on citation styles is available through the Carleton library at: 
http://www.library.carleton.ca/howdoI/citing.html  Be particularly careful to give full citations for 
websites. 

 
E. Plagiarism may result in automatic failure.  Plagiarism includes the submission of someone else=s 

work, directly quoting a source without acknowledgement, paraphrasing a quote without 
acknowledgement, or using someone else=s ideas and points without acknowledgement.  If in 
doubt, consult the professor.  

 
 

Answer one of the following questions: 
 
 
1. Why did Ontario try but fail to change its electoral system in 2007?  Analyze the process and 

debates surrounding electoral reform in Canada and explain both why MMP was proposed in 
Ontario and whether Ontarians made the correct choice to reject it. 

 
2. “The First Nations and other aboriginal peoples of Canada should be integrated into existing 

Canadian political institutions, respecting their distinctive heritage, rather than setting up their 
own separate institutions.”  Discuss. 
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3. Are Canadian political parties strong instruments of democracy, or weak leader-driven machines 

that will do anything to get elected? Discuss both current and historic trends here.  
 
4. Why has the representation of women in the House of Commons appeared to plateau at about 

one-fifth?  Is this a problem and if so, what should be done about it?  
 
5. Would Canada be better off with a stronger federal government and substantially weaker 

provinces?  Answer with reference to how our current system has evolved and its strengths and 
weaknesses. 

 
6. Have new information and communication technologies had a significant effect on Canadian 

politics and the workings of Canadian political institutions?  If so, in what ways?  If not, why? 
 
7. Has the Supreme Court of Canada been too active in interpreting the Charter of Rights and 

Freedoms over the years?  Is the current McLachlin court doing a better job of this than its 
predecessors?     

 
8. Has the Canadian public service become politicized, weakened and/or sclerotic in recent years?  

If so, what should be done about this? 
 
9. Are Canadian political institutions and processes sufficiently open to Canadians of non-European 

descent and their values and aspirations?  Are they too open?  
 
10. Since 2003, federal political parties have been unable to accept corporate or union donations.  Is 

this a good thing?  How has this affected Canadian politics, if at all? 
 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment 
to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class 
test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the 
following deadline for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam 
accommodations: June 13th, 2008 for June examinations and July 25th, 2008 for August examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
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discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea 
or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that 
plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without 
acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without 
acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in 
such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's 
own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required 
to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the 
Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style 
Guide is available at:  http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/Essay%20Style%20Guide.html 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that 
day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the 
purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade.  
Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a 
grade of ABS. FND (Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the 
term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors 
may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course 
due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. 
Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up 
for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the 
Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account. 
 


