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Carleton University                                             Summer 2007 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 2102A 
The Comparative Politics of Development and Underdevelopment 

6:05 p.m. – 8:55 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays 
282 University Centre 

 
Instructor: Laura Stovel 
Office: Loeb B646 
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
Phone: (613)520-2600 
Email: lstovel@alumni.sfu.ca 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
“Development is inevitably conflictual, destabilizing and subversive because it 
challenges existing political, economic, and social power structures that stop 

individuals and groups from attaining their full potential.” 
      
 Kenneth Bush, Hands-on Peace and Conflict Impact Assessment, p. 4  
 

…………………………. 
 
Course description 

This course provides an introduction to the comparative politics of development and 
underdevelopment in the Global South. The course will explore various theoretical approaches to 
development, including modernism, neoliberalism, dependency theory, structuralism and neo-
Marxism. We will also discuss development in relation to democracy and governance, globalisation, 
gender, and post-war transitions. Drawing from case studies from around the world, we will explore 
the conditions that facilitate and expand development, and power structures and interests at the 
local, national and international levels that hinder it. 
 

 
Format of the course 

This course consists of two three-hour lectures per week. The classes will include lectures, films, 
guest speakers and discussion activities. Students are expected to participate in all discussions. 

 
 
Required text (available for purchase in the University Bookstore) 
Willis, K. (2005). Theories and practices of development. New York: Routledge. 

 
 

Course requirements and evaluation 
Students are expected to attend lectures and discussion groups and to do the assigned readings. 
Please note that the readings complement rather than substitute for material presented in lectures. 
Lectures and required readings will prove equally important to your success in this course.  The 
mark for this course will be calculated on the basis of five reflection papers, a term paper, and a 
final exam. Marks will be allocated as follows:  
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Term paper    40% Aug. 13 
 
Final exam    40% Aug. 14-18 
 
Five 1 to 1 ½ -page (double-spaced) reflection pieces    

• 4% each for a total of 20%  
• To be submitted as an attachment on Web CT e-mail by midnight each Tuesday beginning 

July 10 and ending Aug. 10. 
 
Term paper:  
Your research paper should be 9-12 pages and no more. The paper must be double-spaced and must 
follow a recognized format in in-text citations and the bibliography. APA style or the style outlined 
on the Political Science Dept. website (http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf) are 
preferred. The research paper can focus on any major theme relating to the class. To ensure that 
your research topic is appropriate, please submit a one-page outline of your proposed topic as your 
reflection piece for the week of July 17. The term paper grade will be influenced by the extent of 
research, the level of analysis, proper citations, and the quality of writing including organization, 
persuasiveness, spelling and grammar. Papers must be submitted in class on August 13.  
 
Late reflection papers will not be accepted. Late term papers will lose a letter grade a day. 
Exceptions will be made only under absolutely extenuating circumstances – a very serious illness or 
injury or the death of a close family member and in such cases a medical note or obituary will be 
required. In such cases the instructor must be informed at least a day before the due date.  
 
 
Final exam:  
The final exam will be written during the exam period (August 14 - 18). The material for the exam 
will be drawn from lectures and required readings. The exam will be short answer and essay format.  
 
 
Reflection papers:   
In these one to 1 ½ - page, double-spaced papers, students will reflect on the readings and lectures 
of the week. They may relate what they are learning to their own lives, pose further questions, or 
use these papers to examine issues relating to the course which interest them, perhaps in relation to 
their term paper topic. The reflection paper for the week of July 17 is slightly different. It must be 
an outline of the student’s proposed term paper.  Only the reflection paper for the week of July 17 
will be returned to students (within a week). These papers will not be graded. Papers submitted 
which meet the criteria of the assignment will receive 4% automatically. 

http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf
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Course Outline and Required Readings 

 
All books other than the required text will be on reserve.  All journal and newspaper articles are 
available electronically through the Carleton Library. 

 
 

Wed., July 4  Introduction: Course overview, objectives and expectations 
   
 
Mon., July 9  What are poverty and development? Definitions and debates 
Required readings 
Kate Willis, 2005, “Introduction: What do we mean by development?” in Theories and practices of 

development. New York: Routledge, chapter 1, pp. 1-30. 
 
Amartya Sen, 1999, “Poverty as capability deprivation” in Development as freedom, New York: Alfred 

Knopf. Ch. 4, pp. 87-110 
 
 
Wed., July 11  Classical and neo-liberal development theories     
Required readings 
Kate Willis, 2005, “Classical and neo-liberal development theories” in Theories and practices of 

development. Ch. 2, pp. 32-61. 
 
Sept. 16, 2006, “The new Titans” in The Economist, Vol. 380, Issue 8495, Special section, pp. 3-8.  
 
Supplementary reading 
Richard Peet, 2003, Unholy trinity: The IMF, World Bank and WTO. New York: Zed Books. Chs. 3-4. 

pp. 57-145. 
 
 
Mon., July 16  Structuralist, neo-Marxist and socialist theories of development 
Required reading 
Kate Willis, 2005, “Structuralism, neo-Marxist, and socialism” in Theories and practices of 

development. Ch. 3, p. 62-92. 
 
André Gunder Frank, 1972, “The development of underdevelopment” in Dependence and 

Underdevelopment: Latin America’s Political Economy. Garden City, NY: Anchor Books, pp. 3-
17. 

 
 
Wed., July 18  Grassroots development 
Required readings 
Kate Willis, 2005, “Grassroots development” in Theories and practices of development. Ch. 4, p. 93-

115. 
 
Supplementary readings 
Asif Dowla, 2006, “In credit we trust: Building social capital by Grameen Bank in Bangladesh” in The 

Journal of Socio-economics, 35, pp. 102-122. 
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Mon., July 23  Southern responses to colonialism and Western domination 
Required readings 
Julius Nyerere, 1997, Africa and the Third Liberation. Occasional paper 70. Edinburgh: Centre of 

African Studies, University of Edinburgh. 
 
Susan Arndt, 2000, “African gender trouble and African womanism: An interview with Chikwenye 

Ogunyemi and Wanjira Muthoni” in Signs. Spring 2000, Vol. 25, 3, p. 709-726. 
 
 
Wed., July 25  Social and cultural dimensions of development     
Required reading 
Kate Willis, 2005, “Social and cultural dimensions of development” in Theories and practices of 

development. Ch. 5, pp. 116-145. 
 
 
Mon., July 30  Environment and development theory      
Required reading 
Kate Willis, 2005, “Environment and development theory” in Theories and practices of development. 

Ch. 6, pp. 146-172. 
 
Stephen Ndegwa, 1996, “The Greenbelt Movement” in The Two Faces of Civil Society. West Hartford, 

Conneticut: Kumarian Press. Ch. 5, pp. 81-107. 
 
 
Wed., Aug. 1  Conflict, peacebuilding and development      
Required reading 
James Busumtwi-Sam, 2004, “Development and Peacebuilding” in Taisier, A. & Matthews, R. (eds.) 

Durable peace: Challenges for peacebuilding in Africa. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 
pp. 315-353. 

 
 
Wed., Aug. 8  Governance and development: 
Kalu N. Kalu, 2004, “Embedding African democracy and development: the imperative of institutional 

capital” International Review of Administrative Sciences, Vol. 70 (3), pp. 527-545. 
 
Patrick Heller, 2001, “Moving the state: The politics of democratic decentralization in Kerala, South 

Africa, and Porto Alegre” Politics and Society, Vol. 29 (1), 131-163. 
 
 
Friday, Aug 10  Globalization and development 
Required reading 
Kate Willis, 2005, “Globalization and development: Problems and solutions?” in Theories and practices 

of development. Ch. 7, pp. 173-199. 
 
Lydia Polgreen & Marlise Simons, 2006, “Global sludge ends in tragedy for Ivory Coast” in New York 

Times, October 2, 2006. 
 
 
Mon., Aug. 13 Overview and wrap up  
Kate Willis, 2005, “Conclusion” in Theories and practices of development. Ch. 8, pp. 200-209. 
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Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course are 
encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to 
complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in 
order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will 
allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed 
forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: June 8, 2007 for June examinations, and July 
27, 2007 for August examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in 
writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests 
should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be 
worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will 
make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may 
contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity 
Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your 
needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea or 
product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that 
plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or (b) 
closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without 
acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's 
own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own 
work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the 
Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to 
two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available at:  
www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral examination 
on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-
stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside 
B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or 
email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of 
the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are 
final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade.  Failure 
to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. 
FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they 
cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation 
on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work 
and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if 
the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up for a 
campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the Connect email 
system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account. 
 


