
Carleton University            Late Summer 2008 

Department of Political Science 

 

 

PSCI 2300A 

History of Political Thought  
Tuesdays and Thursdays 14:35 – 17:25 

Tory Building 240 

 
Instructor: Bruce Mabley 

Office:   B645 Loeb 

Office Hours:  Tuesday 17:30-10:30 

Phone:  (613) 520-2600 x1657 (no voicemail) 

Email    bmabley@connect.carleton.ca 

 

Learning Objectives: To provide the student with an overview of the development of the 

main concepts in play in Modern Political Thought from the origins of the Scientific 

Revolution to modern day.  Notions of legitimacy of political power, the role of the State 

and how, if possible, political power can be legitimized will be analyzed during the 

course. 

 

Summary Course Description:  Machievelli marks the beginning of a refocusing of 

political thought as it moves into the modern era. Contract political theorists will assist 

this development in challenging traditional religious attempts to legitimate political 

authority in the absence of any real form of popular consensus. Rousseau and Nietzsche 

achieve a breakthrough although not using reason as the anchor for legitimate political 

authority. Camus, more Nietzchean than Hegelian, will give a more modern face on 

Nietzsche’s political scepticism and Rousseau’s moral philosophy. The result dashes the 

ardent hopes of the political contract theorists. 

 

Required (available for purchase at the Carleton University Bookstore) :  

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan, ed., C.B.MacPherson, Penguin Classics, London, 1981. 

John Locke, Second Treatise on Government, Prometheus Books, 1997. 

Jean Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract, Penguin Classics, London, 1968. 

F. Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals/Ecce Homo, ed. Walter Kaufmann, Barnes and 

Noble,  

Albert Camus, The Rebel, Vintage Books, New York, 1956. 

 

Suggested Readings (available at Library Reserve Desk):  

Great Political Theories, ed. M.Curtis, Avon Books, NewYork, 1981. 

Walter Kaufmann, Nietzsche:Philosopher, Psychologist, Antichrist, Random House, New 

York, 1968. 

Tamsin Shaw, Nietzsche’s Political Skepticism, Princeton University Press, 2007. 

Albert Camus, The Plague, Penguin Modern Classics, London, 1948. 

Pierre Boudot, Nietzsche et les écrivains français, Éditions 10/18 Aubier- Montaigne, 

Paris, 1970. 



2 

 

Evaluation:  

The evaluation will be based on the following: 

 

 In-class test/exegesis (Tuesday, July 29
th

)     30% 

 15-18 page essay/exegesis based on required readings (due August 12
th

)    70% 

 

The University policy on plagiarism will be strictly adhered to in this course.  Please 

consult the policy for further details. 

 

Class Activities Summary 

Week 1 – July 3   
Introduction – Discussion of course objectives, methodology and evaluation criteria +  

Comparative analysis of Aquinas and Augustine, the ‘Christian’ legacy of Aristotle, a 

note on the Scientific Revolution and Machievelli’s message of ‘hope’.. 

 

Suggested Reading: 

Great Political Theories, pp. 196-210 and 215-229. 

 

Week 2 – July 8 and 10 - Hobbes 

Analysis of Hobbes’ state of nature + laws of nature, contracting of rights process and 

nature of the Sovereign. Discussion of scientific and political context of Leviathan. 

 

Required Reading:  

Leviathan – ‘Of Man’ chapters 1-16 and ‘Of Commonwealth’ chapters 17-22.  

 

Suggested Reading:  

Hugh Kearney, Science and Change 1500-1700, McGraw-Hill, New York Toronto, 1971 

 

Week 3 – July 15 and 17 - Locke 

Analysis of Locke’s state of nature and concept of property, nature of the social contract 

and Sovereign based on the separation of powers.  Comparative elements between Locke 

and Hobbes. 

  

Required Reading: 

Second Treatise on Government 

 

Suggested Reading:  

Hugh Kearney, Science and Change 1500-1700, McGraw-Hill, New York Toronto, 1971 

 

Week 4 - July 22 and 24  
Rousseau– Analysis of the state of nature, contracting process and Sovereign. The 

significance of the general will. Origin and nature of Rousseau’s general will.  

 

Required Reading:  

The Social Contract 
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Suggested Reading: 

Jean Jacques Rousseau, The Discourses and other early political writings, Cambridge 

University Press, Cambridge, 1997. 

 

Week 5 – July 29 – July 31 

Nietzsche and Political Philosophy – Nihilism, Socialism and Nationalism. The seeds of 

a powerful critique of Marxism. The nature of the politics of bad faith, ressentiment and 

social conformism. Rejoinders to the Nietzschean view. The theory of eternal return. 

 

Required Reading: 

Genealogy of Morals and Ecce Homo. 

 

Suggested Readings:  

Walter Kaufmann, Nietzsche:Philosopher, Psychologist, Antichrist, Random House, New 

York, 1968. 

Tamsin Shaw, Nietzsche’s Political Skepticism, Princeton University Press, 2007. 

 

Week 6 – August 5 and 7 
The Theory of Rebellion – Albert Camus – An analysis of Camus’ theory of rebellion 

and his critique of Marxism and Fascism, unity versus totality, the ‘Greek versus 

‘Christian’ universe, Camus as a disciple and critic of Nietzsche’s political philosophy. 

 

Required Reading: 

The Rebel 

 

Suggested Reading:  

Albert Camus, The Plague, Penguin Modern Classics, London, 1948. 

Pierre Boudot, Nietzsche et les écrivains français, Éditions 10/18 Aubier- Montaigne, 

Paris, 1970. 

 

Week 7 – August 12  

Modern Political Thought – A Review  

A review of recurring themes and concepts in modern political philosophy such as the 

theory of the state, alienation, the nature of political authority and how, if possible, it can 

be legitimized. 

 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with 
Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the 
PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least 
two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient 
time to process your request. Please note the following deadline for submitting completed forms 
to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: July 25

th
, 2008 for August 

examinations. 
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For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's 
own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate 
Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's 
work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or 
more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and 
recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such 
ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  
Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting 
documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted 
to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is 
available at:  http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/Essay%20Style%20Guide.html 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a 
passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the 
final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's 
performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the 
final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to 
indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not 
be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if 
the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to 
sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be 
distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to 
set up your account. 


