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Carleton University          Fall 2006

Department of Political Science

PSCI 2401A

Public Affairs Analysis

9:35 a.m. – 11:25 a.m. Tuesdays

(100 SP)

Instructor: C. Winn

Office: Loeb699

Office Hours: M7:30-8:30, 11:30-14:30, 17:30-17:00; T8:00-9:30 

Phone: (613) 520-2600 x2651, cell 416-459-6600

Email: Responding within one business day: cwinn@connect.carleton.ca;

urgent cwinn@bell.blackberry.net. Emails should have the following
in the subject: PSCI 2401A, PAA, student’s name.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course Processes

Aims and Objectives

To lay observers, the concept of public affairs implies public matters that typically fall
within economics and political science, including the latter’s subfields of public
administration and public policy.

To keen observers of public life, the concept of public affairs tends to encompass
political persuasion and communication, precursors or companions to lobbying. In the
extreme, public affairs is sometimes a euphemism for lobbying. Executives with the
term “public affairs” in their title are typically responsible for public persuasion and
communication, sometimes for lobbying.

This particular course is intended to provide an overview of public policy, public
administration, and public communications/persuasion with a hint of lobbying. The two
texts (listed below) are complementary in national and subfield orientation. A Canadian
text, Beyond Policy Analysis focuses on Canada from the perspective of policy
instruments and processes. As its name implies, it is a policy book. In chapters 2
(Modern Governance: The Challenges for Policy Analysis) and 6 (Policy Communities
and Networks), it touches on public affairs as the field is understood by its practitioners.

The U.S. text, The Irony of Democracy, touches on public policy, particularly in its
chapter 15 discussion of civil rights. But policy is far less of a focus of this U.S. text than
its overview of battles for influence and power among segments of the U.S. political
system. As a by-product of its emphasis on competition for influence, this text
necessarily touches on the public affairs settings for inter-elite and elite-mass conflicts.
In class lectures and comments, the instructor will place more emphasis than the texts
on public affairs perspectives.

mailto:cwinn@connect.carleton.ca
mailto:cwinn@bell.blackberry.net
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Texts 

(available for purchase in the Carleton University Bookstore)

o Leslie Pal, Beyond Policy Analysis (Third Edition) (Nelson: Toronto, most recent

edition) 

o Thomas R. Dye and Harmon Zeigler The Irony of Democracy : An Uncommon

Introduction to American Politics (Thomson Advantage Books, most recent
edition) 

Other Source Material

Students will find that they master the material and excel at the subject more readily if
they follow closely the principal media in Canada (Globe, Post, Citizen, La Presse) and
the United States as well as the influential weeklies and websites. Some of the
test/exam questions will require knowledge of mediated events.

Regular access to a variety of influential sources will prove valuable, e.g. Fox News
Channel, CNN, the CBC News Channel, TV5, the Globe and Mail, the National Post ,
Ottawa Citizen, La Presse, townhall.com, danielpipes.org, Antonia Zerbisias’s weekly
column in the Toronto Star, cbcwatch.ca, memri.org, townhall.com,
honestreporting.com/ca, littlegreenfootballs.com, mediaresearch.org, dailykos.com,
canadiancerberus.blogspot.com, warrenkinsella.com,
canadiangovernment.blogspot.com.

Reaching Professor Winn

Consulting times are by appointment and normally in consulting hours. Students are
encouraged to use email (cwinn@connect.carleton.ca) to discuss brief topics, send
writing for comment, seek feedback, book an appointment, or request a telephone
conversation. Barring technical difficulties, email messages are normally returned within
a business day. Students arriving to discuss a term paper are requested to bring a
typed outline of their thoughts, however preliminary or tentative their thoughts might be.
Email should normally be used to book a face-to-face appointment or telephone
conversation. Emails requesting a conversation by phone should list the student’s full
name, phone number, and time periods when the instructor’s return phone call might
work. 

On urgent medical or personal matters or to make a last minute change to an
appointment, students are urged to email cwinn@bell.blackberry.net. In the absence of
a prompt response, they could supplement this with a call to 416-459-6600 (cell).

To minimize the risk of accidental deletion in an era of junk mail, emails must have
the following in the subject heading: “PSCI [course number], [your name].” Students are
obliged to check the email addresses they have given to the university for possible
email from the instructor at least weekly on the evening before class.

mailto:cwinn@bell.blackberry.net
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Regulations 

 Students are asked to familiarize themselves with the university's many
regulations. Students are asked to note that plagiarism of any kind is taken seriously--
serious sanctions may apply to the submission of someone else's work as one's own,
i.e. without properly citing the source; it is unacceptable to submit the same assignment
to two or more courses without permission from all pertinent instructors; and an
individual student may be required to pass an oral examination on term work.

Assignments and Grading

o Multiple choice test in class October 3 : 10%rd

o Multiple choice test in class November 7 : 20%th

o Multiple choice test in December exam period (Dec. 6 – 22): 40%.

o Term paper submitted in class November 14  and electronically: 30%. th

o Any grade for class or TA group participation, calculated at the instructor’s

option, may be used to raise but not lower the overall course grade as calculated
on the basis of the preceding considerations.

Term Paper

Evaluation  The MSWord typed paper shall consist if no more than 15 pages plus
bibliography and footnotes (not endnotes, and not citations in parentheses) drawn from
one of the following options:

o An analysis of Canadian and U.S. policy on one aspect of the environment,

defence policy, or social policy (e.g. abortion, daycare) that compares concisely
the policy options, the protagonists, and the government organizations targeted
by the latter in each country; or

o An annotated list of the top blogs in the two countries, who owns and controls

them and their influence; or

o An annotated list of the top lobbying firms in Canada at the federal level,

including their size and clientele, and how their relative position has changed or
remained unchanged from January 2005 til today.

o An annotated list of the top think tanks in Canada, their policy emphasis and

inclinations, their budgets, and the source of their money.

Papers should be written in an analytic style, avoiding to the extent possible
partisanship on an issue.

Style. Any conventional Anglo-American spelling or essay style is acceptable except
that all references should be complete, including page numbers, and appear in
footnotes and in no other form. All papers should be strongly evidentiary, using citations
and documented verbatims liberally. Kindly see Term Paper Submission, below. 

Term Paper Submission. The paper must be submitted in class November 14  and alsoth

be emailed from the student’s own email account as an MSWord attachment to
cwinn@connect.carleton.ca the same day. The subject heading of the accompanying
email and the file name must each read: “PSCI2401A Paper, Smith John, topic” where

mailto:cwinn@connect.carleton.ca
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Smith is a stand-in for the student’s family name, John, for the first name, and topic for a
1-3 word précis of the title of the paper. The upper left corner of the title page must
contain your email address for return of the graded paper. Papers not submitted in this
fashion or on this date will not be accepted except in the event of medical or other
extenuating circumstances according to the judgment of the instructor. 

Papers will be returned during a period TBD during the week of December 4th. Late
submissions will be accepted only for demonstrable, extenuating medical or other
reasons in the judgment of the instructor

Comment Codes When Term Papers Are Returned:

VG = very good substantive point

VG evid = very good use of evidence, sourcing, or citation material

S = style cumbersome or poor

M = meaning unclear

Gr = grammatical problem

Sp = misspelling

Wd = inadequate choice of word(s)

NS = non sequitur

Evid = inadequate or inappropriate evidence

Inf = style too informal for an academic paper

Plagiarism and Proper Use and Citation of Sources. An excellent set of sources and
source of counsel may be found at  www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/.

Weekly topics and readings

1. Introduction (Week of Sept 10)

Overview of the course, texts, key terms. Political studies or political science. Political
science analysis of a “College” and introductory course called “Public Affairs.”

2. Paradigms (Week of Sept 17)

Beyond Policy Analysis (henceforth, Policy), chapters 1

Irony of Democracy (henceforth, Democracy), chapter 1-2

3. Who are the players  (Week of Sept. 24)

Policy, chapter 2

Democracy, chapter 3-4

4. What is the problem (Week of Oct.1) 

Policy, chapter 3

Democracy, chapter 5

5. What are the policy levers, Canada (Week of Oct. 8) 

Policy, chapter 4-5

http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/
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Democracy, chapter nil

6. What are the policy levers, U.S. (Week of Oct. 15) 

Policy, chapter nil

Democracy, chapter 11, 13

7. Policy stakeholders and lobbyists (Week of Oct. 22) 

Policy, chapter 6

Democracy, chapter 9, 11

8. Institutions (Week of Oct. 29) 

Policy, chapter nil

Democracy, chapter 10,12

9. Evaluation and Other Tools (Week of Nov. 5) 

Policy, chapter 7, 9

Democracy, chapter nil

10. Managing the Public (Week of Nov. 12) 

Policy, chapter 8

Democracy, chapter 15

11. Implementation (Week of Nov. 19) 

Policy, chapter 5

Democracy, chapter 14

12. Campaigns and elections (Week of Nov. 26) 

Policy, chapter nil

Democracy, chapter 6-8

13. Review  (Week of Dec. 3)

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this

course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500

University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment
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to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class

test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the

following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam

accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winterth th

term courses.

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply

in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such

requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for

accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event.

Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the

instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage

to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance

(www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an

Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to

discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is

anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea

or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that

plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without

acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without

acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in

such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's

own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required

to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the

Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style

Guide is available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be

date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the

corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that

day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a

stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note

that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the

purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the

approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to

revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade. 

Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a

grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during

the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases,

instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed
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the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the

examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up

for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the

Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7

