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Carleton University       Winter 2007

Department of Political Science

PSCI 2500A

Gender and Politics

Mondays, 14:35 – 16:25 (103 SC)

Professor:  Melissa Haussman Office:  A623 Loeb

Email:  Melissa_haussman@carleton.ca Office Hrs.:  M 4:30-5:30, 

Phone:  (613) 520-2600  x2768         W 2:35-5:30 & by appt.

This course is framed so as to introduce students to some of the main concepts and

debates concerning the inclusion of women in industrialized political systems.  We examine the

historical bases of exclusion and how women and men have responded so as to foster women’s

inclusion. In so doing, we look at the historical “gendering” process used in politics, that it is

supposed to have been only a “man’s game,” dealing with men’s concerns. The course is divided

into two different parts, of women’s activism as “insiders” (such as voters, campaigners and

public office holders) and as “outsiders,” traditionally defined, as NGO members.   Overall, the

intent of the course is to understand the barriers used against women’s entry into the public

political sphere (whether defined as electoral, judicial, administrative politics or ngo activism)

and to enable us to formulate strategies for women to work around those obstacles.  It is most

definitely designed to enable us to understand the theories of women’s relationship to the political

system and to view both women and men as equal participants in it.

Readings:

The following required books have been ordered at the Haven bookstore, Sunnyside and Bank:

1.  Jennifer Lawless and Richard Fox, It Takes a Candidate (Cambridge University Press, 2005)

2.  Manon Tremblay and Linda Trimble, eds., Women and Electoral Politics in Canada (Oxford

University Press Canada 2003)

3. References from other books are on reserve-often for the “Extra Readings” (ER) for TA group

presentations

Requirements:

1.  Group work (including a presentation):     20%

2.  Three response papers, one on 

Congresswoman Byron’s visit on Jan. 22, and one each     30%

on Parts I and II of the course (re: “insider” and “outsider”

strategies)

3.  Final exam during scheduled exam period      25%

4.  Essay-a “political biography” of a woman who

has functioned either on an “inside” basis in politics (re:

electoral politics or related types, such as judicial) or on an 

outside basis such as a key NGO actor (including at the UN, for 

example)      25%

Note:

 ALL written work must be turned in to pass this course.  Response papers are due as follows:  #1

on Jan. 29 and #2 by March 5, #3 by April 2.                 .

mailto:Melissa_haussman@carleton.ca


2

The final essay is due on April 5 with no extensions.  Essays and papers must be submitted to

TA’s or in the Poli. Sci drop box by 4 pm on the due date.

The final exam will be conducted during the exam period (April 9 – 28, 2007), and you must

arrange to be there for it.

TA Groups:

You must contact your TA group leader by email at least 24 hours prior to not being able to make

a group meeting (with certain emergency exceptions, but then you must contact her within 24

hours of missing class).  Only two TA group absences are allowed during the course of the

semester.  Students MUST be prepared to make a presentation on the day they are scheduled.  In

exceptional circumstances only (to be determined by the TA leader), when a student has informed

a TA leader one week prior to the scheduled presentation, students may trade presentation dates

with a group-mate but BOTH students must email the TA leader one week in advance, stating

that they agree to the swap.

Group work assessment:

Group leaders will assess you in the following way:

1.  Demonstrated knowledge of assigned readings through regular participation in group

discussions. 10%

2.  Quality of an oral presentation based on one of the extra readings;

you MUST meet with your group leader the week before the presentation   10%

AND hand out an outline noting the reading’s central issues in your group.

Assigned readings and your success in the course:

To get the most out of the course and to do well, you MUST do the assigned readings on time,

that is for the day they are due.  Some are on reserve and some are accessible via JSTOR in the

library’s database.  You should choose your presentation and essay topics early since many texts

will be borrowed by other students.  It is useful to keep a reading log for the class with notes on

each reading.  This will make your essays and final exam studying very productive.  Extra

readings will take you further into a subject and enable you to conduct presentations and your

essay research better.  Usually, extra readings will be placed on reserve. In addition, useful

websites will often be noted by the Prof. and TA leaders. Two websites with which you MUST

become familiar are:  www.rutgers.edu/CAWP (the Center for American Woman and Politics,

located at Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ) and www.equalvoice.ca (with offices in

Toronto, Ottawa and various other provinces).

Class Schedule:

Part I:  Women as Insiders to Politics

January 8  First class meeting-explanation of key concepts and course expectations

January 15   Why Women Traditionally Have not Run for Electoral Office (in both Canada/US)-

   Read:   Lawless and Fox, Chs. 1, 2

January 22 Visit of former Members of US Congress Beverly Byron (D-MD) and Peter

Torkildsen (R-MA);  First discussion groups meet; also read Lawless/Fox, Ch. 3

ER:   1) Joanne Connor Green, “The Role of Gender in Open-Seat Elections for the US House of

Representatives,” Women & Politics (1998)  19:  3-55, on reserve; 2) Joshua Green, “Take Two: 

http://www.rutgers.edu/CAWP
http://www.equalvoice.ca
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How Hillary Clinton turned Herself into the Consummate Washington Player,” The Atlantic

Monthly, November 2006, on reserve.

January 29 First response paper due on former Congress members’ visit; Women and

historic barriers to office-read:  Lawless/Fox, Chs. 4-6

Video on Shirley Chisolm

Theme for TA group presentations:  Why do women not run (primarily in US but

also Canada)-how can they be made to feel more empowered?  

ER (extra readings):  

1)  Joanne Connor Green, “The Times…Are They a Changin’?”, Women &

Politics (2004) 25:  1-29, on reserve.

2)  Jo Freeman, “Whom you Know vs. Whom you Represent,” Ch. 10, in Mary

F. Katzenstein and Carol M. Mueller, eds., The Women’s Movements of the

United States and Western Europe, 1987, on reserve.

February 5 Women and candidacies in the US- Read:  Lawless and Fox, Chs. 7, 8

Extra:  coverage of November 2006 Congressional and gubernatorial elections

Theme for TA Group presentations:  women’s candidacies in 2006-have they

gotten better?

ER:  1) Dianne Bystrom, Ch. 7, “Advertising, Web Sites and Media Coverage,”

in Carroll and Fox, eds., 2006, on reserve

2)  Barbara Burrell, “Campaign Finance:  Women’s Experience in the Modern

Era,” Ch. 2, in Thomas and Wilcox, eds., Women and Elective Office (1998)

February 12 Women and Canadian Politics Overview-  Read:  Tremblay and Trimble, eds.,

Intro. and Part I (Tremblay/Trimble, MacIvor, Trimble/Tremblay, Black)

Guest speaker:  Ann Wicks, Executive Director, Equal Voice Canada

Presentation theme:  how does the Canadian system work differently from the

US?  Where in each system does “institutional gendering” occur?

ER:  1)  Lyn Kathlene, “Institutional Gendering,” in Sue Thomas and Clyde

Wilcox, eds., Women and Elective Office (2005), on reserve

2)  Linda Trimble and Jane Arscott, Ch. 5, “Spice Girls and Old Spice Boys,” in

Trimble and Arscott, Still Counting (2003), on reserve

February 26 Women and Parties in Canada-Read Tremblay and Trimble, eds., Part II (Young,

Young/Cross, Pitre and Praud chapters)

 Presentation theme:  how does the Canadian party system work differently from

the US and what are the implications of the new financing system for women

candidates?  Why are parties so much more important in the Canadian system?

ER: 1)  Sylvia Bashevkin, Toeing the Lines, Ch. 4, “Reforming the System,”

1993, on reserve

2)

March  5 Canadian Voting Behavior and Media Framing of Women Candidates-read,

Tremblay and Trimble, eds., Chs. 9 and 10 in Part III ONLY (Gidengil et al and

Erickson) and Part IV (Everitt/Gidengil and Sampert/Trimble)

Presentation theme:  do Canadian women vote for Canadian women?  What are

the media images and have they become more positive? 

ER:  1) Brenda O’Neill, “Sugar and Spice?” Ch. 3 in J. Everitt and B. O’Neill,

eds., Citizen Politics, 2002, on reserve
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2)  J. Everitt, “Gender Gaps on Social Welfare Issues,” Ch. 7 in Citizen Politics,

on reserve

Note:  Second response paper due by March 5

Part II:  Women as “Outside” Activists through NGO’s-Second response paper due by April 2;

Final Essay due April 5

March 12 US NGO struggles-Background and Current Status of Women’s and Non-

Feminist Movement Organizations in the US

Read:  Maryann Barakso, Governing NOW (2004), Ch. 3, “NOW’s Strategic

Evolution”(on reserve); Carol M. Mueller, “The Organizational Basis of Conflict

in Contemporary Feminism,” Ch. 17, in Myra M. Ferree and Patricia Martin,

eds., Feminist Organizations, 1995, on reserve; 

Presentation theme:  what have the strategic options been for non-feminist

women’s groups in the US? 

ER:  Mary Thom, Inside Ms., Ch. 7, “Coping with the Backlash,” 1997, on

reserve; Tanya Melich, The Republican War against Women, Chs. 2 and 12,

“Two Emerging Agendas” and “The Coalition Cracks,” 1998 on reserve; and 

Phyllis Schlafly and Colleen Parro, “The Party or the Movement?” and James

Dobson, “The Base:  Letter to the Troops,” in Teresa R. Wagner, ed., Back to the

Drawing Board:  the Future of the Pro-Life Movement, 2003, on reserve.

March 19           Canada-Background and Current Status of the Women’s Movement

Read:  Linda Christiansen-Ruffman, “Women’s Conceptions of the Political,”

Ch. 24, in Ferree and Martin, eds., on reserve; Jill Vickers, Pauline Rankin, and

Christine Appelle,  “Feminist Ideology and Policy-Making in NAC,” Ch. 7, in

Vickers et al., Politics as If Women Mattered, 1993, on reserve; Micheline

Dumont, “The Origins of the Women’s Movement in Quebec,” Ch. 5, and

Micheline de Seve, “The Perspectives of Quebec Feminists,” Ch. 7, in Constance

Backhouse and David Flaherty, eds., Challenging Times, 1992, on reserve

Presentation theme:  what does the future look like for Canadian Feminism?

ER:  1) Sylvia Bashevkin, Women on the Defensive, Ch. 3, “The Money

Crunch”

2)  Jennifer Plyler, “Rooting out Injustice,” Ch. 10, in Shamillah Wilson, A.

Sengupta, Kristy Evans, eds., Defending our Dreams:  Global Feminist Voices

for a New Generation, 2005, on reserve

March 26 International-Is the UN still relevant and what are other forms of International

Feminist Engagement?  Successes and Failures?

Read:  Margaret Snyder, “Unlikely Godmother:  the UN and the Global

Women’s Movement,” Ch. 2 and Aili Mari Tripp, “Challenges in Transnational

Feminist Mobilization,” Ch. 12, in Myra M. Ferree and Aili M. Tripp, eds.,

Global Feminism, 2006, on reserve; Kristen Timothy, “Defending Diversity,

Sustaining Consensus,” Journal of Women, Politics & Policy, 27, 1 (2005), on

reserve; and Elizabeth Riddell-Dixon, “Canada and the Beijing Declaration and

Platform for Action, Ch. 7, in E. Riddell-Dixon, Canada and the Beijing

Conference on Women, 2001, on reserve

Presentation theme:  What are the spaces for anti-feminist organizing at the UN

and other international bodies?
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ER:  1)  Melissa Haussman, Abortion Politics in North America, 2005, Ch. 5,

“The Transnational Nature of Reproductive Choice Issues,” on reserve.

2)  Doris Buss and Didi Herman, Globalizing Family Values, Ch. 3, “Nation,

Church, Family:  the Christian Right Global Mission,” on reserve.

April 2 North America as a Site of Transnational Feminist Organizing

Read:  Sylvia Marcos, “The Borders Within:  The Indigenous Women’s

Movement and Feminism in Mexico,” Ch. 4, in Marguerite Waller and Sylvia

Marcos, Dialogue and Difference, 2005, on reserve; Irasema Coronado and

Kathleen Staudt, “Resistance and Compromiso at the Global Frontlines:  Gender

Wars at the US-Mexico Border,” in Catherine Eschle and Bice Maiguashca, eds.,

Critical Theories, International Relations and the ‘Anti-Globalisation

Movement’: the Politics of Global Resistance, 2005, on reserve; Victoria

Rodriquez, Chapter 1, “Participation, Representation and Democracy,” in V.

Rodriguez, Women in Contemporary Mexican Politics, 2003, on reserve. 

TA Group Question:  What does the future hold for the Politics of Transnational

North American feminist organizing?

ER:  1)  Vanessa Griffen, “Globalization and Reinventing the Politics of a

Women’s Movement,” Chapter 10, in Joanna Kerr, Ellen Sprenger, and Alison

Symington, The Future of Women’s Rights:  Global Visions and Strategies, on

reserve

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in

this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with

Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the

PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two

weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to

process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the

PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winterth

term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances

should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before

the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual

basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in

a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an

Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to

contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make

an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first

academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's

own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate

Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's

work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or

more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and
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recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such

ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting

documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted

to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is

available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief

oral examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will

not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop

box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4

p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned

in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment

returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final

exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to

the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be

subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam

will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's

performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the

final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to

indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not

be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if

the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to

sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be

distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to

set up your account.
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