
Carleton University         Fall 2006
Department of Political Science

PSCI 2602A
International Relations: Global Political Economy

Wednesdays from 2:35 p.m. to 4:25 p.m.
(302 Azrieli Theatre)

Instructor: Anne J Rahming
Office: Loeb B645
Phone: (613) 520-2600 x1657 (no voicemail)
Office Hours: Wednesdays from 12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Email: arahming@connect.carleton.ca

Course Description

What do we mean when we talk about a “global political economy”?  Who are the major
players?  What structures define it?  And, what are the key issues currently being
debated?  This course is an introduction to the study of the global political economy.
Topics include the role and impact of multinational corporations, regional economic
institutions, environmental issues, international development and international migration,
among others.

Course Text

(Available for purchase in the Carleton University Bookstore)

David M. Balaam & Michael Veseth (2005) Introduction to International Political
Economy, 3  edition, Prentice-Hall, ISBN: 0-13-189509-5rd

Evaluation Summary

· Attendance & participation = 10%
· Mid-Term Examination = 20% (October 11, 2006)
· Argumentative Research Essay = 30% (due November 22, 2006)
· Final Examination = 40% (To be scheduled during formal exam period, Dec. 6 – 22)

Expectations

Attendance & participation

This course delivered via a 1 hour and 50 minute lecture plus a 1 hour tutorial each week.
Students are expected to attend both the lectures and their assigned tutorials in order to
obtain full marks for attendance and participation.  



Comprehension of the weekly readings will be tested through active participation in
tutorial groups as well as in-class discussion.  By the end of the course, students are
expected to have developed a knowledge and understanding of the existing theoretical
literature and be able to apply it critically to the themes discussed.

Mid-Term Examination

An in-class, 2-hour mid-term exam will be conducted the week of October 11, 2006. 
The exam format will consist of some short-answer and definitional questions as well as
an essay question to which students should expect to allocate approximately 1 hour of the
allotted time.

Argumentative Research Essay

You are required to complete a 12-15 page argumentative research essay, which is due
at the beginning of class on November 22, 2006.  Your essay must answer one of the
questions below:

1. Why did the Bretton Woods system fail? Explain.
2. To what extent does the power and scope of transnational corporations (TNCs)

rival that of nation states?
3. To what extent were the origins of the financial crises of the 1990s domestic in

nature? Explain.
4. Have the events of September 11 fundamentally altered the global political

economy?  Explain.
5. Can developing countries catch up to developed countries? Explain.

Late essays will be penalized at the rate of 5% per day, including weekends, to a
maximum of 5 days. Essays submitted more than 5 days late will not be accepted.
Extensions will not be granted except on medical grounds, with appropriate
documentation.  

Final Examination

A 3-hour final exam will be conducted during the formal examination period (December
6 – 22, 2006).  The exam format will consist of essay questions.  Students will be
required to answer 3 essay questions in the 3 hours allotted.

PLEASE NOTE

All assignments and exams are mandatory. Students must complete and submit all
assignments in order to receive credit for this course. 



Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic
accommodations in this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC)
for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms.
After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order
to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV
midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note
the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally
scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter termth

courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of
satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to
exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event.
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the
student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an
Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged
to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation.
Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks
prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be
required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as
one's own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another." 
The Graduate Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a)
directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the
equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows,
without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to
present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's
own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect
plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the
Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in
the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available
at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a
brief oral examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may



be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be
retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed
to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-
addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended
solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an
instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved
by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve
a passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to
write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is
assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass
the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use
this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the
course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of
the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good
standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages
students to sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University
information will be distributed via the Connect email system. See
http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.

Lecture/Tutorial Schedule & Readings

Week 1 (September 13, 2006) – What is International Political Economy?
· Readings: Chapter 1, 2 and 3 

Week 2 (September 20, 2006) – Theoretical perspectives in IPE
· Readings: Chapters 4 and 5 

Week 3 (September 27, 2006) – Structures of the IPE – Part 1
· Readings: Chapters 6, 7 and 8 

Week 4 (October 4, 2006) – Structures of the IPE – Part 2
· Readings: Chapters 9 and 10 

Week 5 (October 11, 2006) – MID-TERM EXAM
· No readings this week (time to catch up!) 



Week 6 (October 18, 2006) – State-Market Tensions – Regional integration
· Readings: Chapters 11 and 12  

Week 7 (October 25, 2006) – State-Market Tensions – Economies in transition
· Readings: Chapters 13 and 14  

Week 8 (November 1, 2006) – The IPE of Development
· Readings: Chapters 15 and 19  

Week 9 (November 8, 2006) – The IPE of Migration
· Readings: Chapter 16  

Week 10 (November 15, 2006) – The Trans-National Corporation
· Readings: Chapter 17

Week 11(November 22, 2006) – The Economics of Oil & the Challenge of the
Environment

· Readings: Chapters 18 and 20

Week 12 (November 29, 2006) – The Conclusions
· Readings: Chapter  21
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