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Carleton University                                             
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 2701A 
Introduction to Research Methods in Political Science 

Fall 2007 
Azrieli Theatre 102 

 
Wednesdays and Fridays 9:35-10:25 

 
Instructor:    Contact information:  Office hours 
 
Dr. Laura Stovel  Loeb 646B    Wed. 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
    lstovel@alumni.sfu.ca    
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course provides an introduction to qualitative research methods in Political Science. Students will 
learn the basics of undertaking and writing up qualitative research; they will learn how to use and assess 
qualitative research in relation to quantitative research; and they will gain an understanding of the 
philosophical and ethical issues around research in Political Science. Students will also gain hands-on 
experience conducting interviews, doing participant observation and finding and analyzing historical 
written materials. 
 
 
FORMAT OF THE COURSE 
This course will consist of two one-hour lectures and one tutorial per week. Tutorial discussions will be 
based on the assigned readings for that week, though TAs may assign supplemental material for their 
groups. Students will also debrief their hands-on assignments in their tutorials. Attendance at these 
groups is compulsory and participation in discussions will form part of the student’s final grade. 
 
 
REQUIRED TEXT (available for purchase in the University Bookstore) 
Northey, M., & Tepperman, L. (2007). Making sense: A student’s guide to research and writing (3rd 

ed.). Toronto: Oxford University Press. (This edition is not necessary, however page numbers may 
differ in earlier editions). 
 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 
Students are expected to attend lectures and discussion groups and to do the assigned readings. Please 
note that the readings complement rather than substitute for material presented in lectures. Lectures and 
required readings will prove equally important to your success in this course.  The mark for this course 
will be calculated on the basis of participation in discussion groups, submission of five short 
assignments, a mid-term exam, a research proposal, and a final exam. Marks will be allocated as 
follows:  

 
Five short assignments (submitted on Web CT) 3% each, 15% total, See below for due dates  
Mid-term in-class exam     25%  October 19 
Research proposal (submitted in class )  25%  November 30 
Final exam      25%  December 6 - 22 
Discussion group participation    10% 
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Discussion group attendance and participation: Students will be graded based on their attendance in 
discussion groups and their active participation in those groups. In addition to discussions and activities 
based on the readings, students will be expected to present and debrief their short assignments in their 
assigned discussion groups. 
 
Five short assignments: These short assignments allow students to engage with the lecture material as 
they develop their research proposal or as they try out some of the research methods discussed. The first 
two assignments relate directly to the research proposal that the students will develop. The last three 
assignments provide hands-on experience with interviews, participant observation and archival research. 
All assignments must be submitted on Web CT by the due date in order to be graded. Students will 
receive an automatic grade of 3% upon submission of each assignment that meets the assignment 
criteria. Unless otherwise stated in the instructions on Web CT, assignments should be 2 – 3 pages 
double spaced or 600-900 words if cut and pasted into the space provided. Detailed descriptions of the 
assignments can be found on Web CT in the ‘Assignments’ folder and file. 

 
 Assignment 1 Keyword search and reference list  Due Tues, October 2 

 Assignment 2 Ethical implications of research project Due Tues, October 23 

 Assignment 3 Discussion of interview experience  Due Tues, October 30 

 Assignment 4 Discussion of participant observation Due Tues,  November 6 

 Assignment 5 Archival search findings   Due Tues, November 13 
 
 

Mid-term exam: The mid-term exam will be written in class on October 19. It will consist of short- and 
medium-answer and essay questions covering major themes arising from the required readings and 
lectures.  
 
Final exam:  The final exam will be written during the exam period (between December 6 and 22). 
The material for the exam will be drawn from lectures and required readings. The exam will be short 
and medium-answer and essay format. 
 
Research Proposal: Students will submit a 10 to 12-page research proposal (hard copies only) in class 
on November 30th. A detailed description of the research proposal is available in the ‘Assignments’ 
folder on Web CT. 
 
Late research proposals will lose a letter grade a day. Exceptions will be made only under absolutely 
extenuating circumstances – a very serious illness or injury or the death of a close family member and in 
such cases a medical note or obituary will be required. In such cases the instructor must be informed at 
least a day before the due date. 

 
Important: Students must write both exams, submit the research proposal and at least half 
the short assignments and attend at least half of their tutorials in order to pass this course. 
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Course Outline and Required Readings 
 

All books other than the required text will be on reserve.  Web sources are available through the 
Web Link on Web CT. 
 
Week 1:  
Fri, Sept. 7   Introduction: Course overview, objectives and expectations 
   
 
Week 2:  
Wed, Sept. 12 Research in Political Science 
Required readings: 
Smyth, M. & Darby, J. (2001). Does research make any difference? In Smyth, M. & Robinson, G. (eds.), 

Researching Violently Divided Societies (pp. 34-54). New York: United Nations University Press. 
 
Supplementary reading 
Issak, A. (1969). Scope and methods of political science. Homewood: Dorsey Press. Ch. 2: Politics and 

science, pp. 13-30; Ch. 4: Is political science a science? pp. 45-57. 
 
Fri, Sept. 14 Research in Political Science 
Required readings: 
Neuman, L. (2004). Basics of Social Research: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. Toronto: 

Pearson. Ch. 1: Doing Social Research. pp. 1-21. 
 
Northey, M., Tepperman, L., & Russell, J. (2007). Making sense: A student’s guide to research and 

writing (3rd ed.). Toronto: Oxford University Press. Ch. 1, Writing and thinking. pp. 1-10. 
 
 
Week 3:  
Wed, Sept. 19 Theory in Social Research  
Required readings 
Babbie, E. & Benaquisto, L. (2001). Fundamentals of social research (1st Canadian ed.) Scarborough: 

Nelson Thomson Learning. Ch. 2: Paradigms, theory and research. pp. 30-55. 
 
Fri, Sept. 21 Methodology in Social Research  
Required readings 
Marsh, D. & Furlong, P. (2002). A skin, not a sweater: Ontology and epistemology in political science. 

In Marsh, D. & Stoker, G. (eds.), Theory and methods in political science (2nd ed.). New York: 
Palgrave. pp. 17-40. 

 
 
Week 4:  
Wed, Sept. 26 The nuts and bolts of research and writing - Research 
Required readings 
Northey, M., Tepperman, L., & Russell, J. (2007). Making sense: A student’s guide to research and 

writing. Ch. 8: Planning and organizing an essay or report. pp. 145-160. Ch. 9: Writing an essay or 
exam. pp. 161-181.  
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Fri, Sept. 28 The nuts and bolts of research and writing - Writing 
Required readings 
Northey, M., Tepperman, L., & Russell, J. (2007). Making sense: A student’s guide to research and 

writing. Ch. 10: Documentation. pp. 182-195. 
 
Recommended reading 
Northey, M., Tepperman, L., & Russell, J. (2007). Making sense: A student’s guide to research and 

writing. Chs. 11, 12 & 13. 
 
 
Week 5:  
Wed, Oct. 3  Assessing research: Quantitative perspectives 
Required readings 
Neuman, L. (2004). Basics of Social Research: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. Ch. 5: 

Qualitative and quantitative measurement, pp. 105-135. 
 
 
No class Friday, Oct. 5 due to University Day at Carleton 
 
No discussion groups this week but the professor and TAs will have office hours. 
 
 
Week 6:  
Wed, Oct. 10  Assessing research: Qualitative perspectives 
Required readings 
Schofield, J. (1993). Increasing the generalizability of qualitative research. In M. Hammersley (ed.) 

Social Research: Philosophy, Politics and Practice, pp. 200-225. 
 
 
Fri, Oct. 12  Research ethics  
Required readings 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. (1998, with 2000, 2002 and 2005 
amendments) Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans. 
Government of Canada. Available at: http://pre.ethics.gc.ca. pp. 9-58. 

 
See also the resources available at: http://pre.ethics.gc.ca/english/links/links.cfm
 
 
Week 7:  
Wed, Oct. 17 Research ethics 
Required readings 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. (1998, with 2000, 2002 and 2005 
amendments) Tri-Council Policy Statement: Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans. 
Government of Canada. Available at: http://pre.ethics.gc.ca. pp. 9-58. 

 
See also the resources available at: http://pre.ethics.gc.ca/english/links/links.cfm
 

http://pre.ethics.gc.ca/
http://pre.ethics.gc.ca/english/links/links.cfm
http://pre.ethics.gc.ca/
http://pre.ethics.gc.ca/english/links/links.cfm
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Fri, Oct. 19  50-minute in-class mid-term exam  
 
No discussion groups this week but the TAs and professor will have office hours.
 
 
Week 8  
Wed, Oct 24 Interviews and focus groups  
Required readings 
Fontana, A., & Frey, J. (2000). The interview: From structured questions to negotiated text. In Denzin, 

N. & Lincoln, Y. (eds.), Handbook of qualitative research (2nd ed.) (pp. 645-672). Thousand Oaks: 
Sage Publications. 

 
Supplementary readings 
Johnson, J. (2002).  In-depth interviewing. In Gubrium, J., & Holstein, J. (eds.). Handbook of Interview 

Research: Context and Method (pp. 103-116). London: Sage Publications. 
 
Morgan, D. (2002).  Focus group interviewing. In Gubrium, J., & Holstein, J. (eds.). Handbook of 

Interview Research: Context and Method (pp. 141-157). London: Sage Publications. 
 
Fri, Oct 26  Ethnography 
Required reading 
DeWalt, K., & DeWalt, B. (2002). Participant Observation: A Guide for Field Workers. NY: Altamira 

Press. Ch. 4: Doing participant observation: Becoming an observer, pp. 67-82.  
 
 
Week 9: 
Wed, Oct. 31 The anthropology of violence 
Required reading 
Robben, A., & Nordstrom, C. (1995). The anthropology and ethnography of violence and socio-political 

conflict. In Robben, A., & Nordstrom, C. (eds.). Fieldwork under Fire (pp. 1-20). Berkeley: 
University of California Press. (Electric resource e-book available through library website).  

 
Guest speaker, Susan Thomson, PhD student at Dalhousie University will talk about her ethnographic 

research on gacacas (traditional courts modified to try those accused of genocide related crimes in 
Rwanda). 

 
Fri, Nov. 2  Case studies  
Required readings 
Stake, R. (2000). Case Studies. In Denzin, N. & Lincoln, Y. (eds.), Handbook of qualitative research 

(2nd ed.) (pp. 435-454). Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications. 
 
 
Week 10: 
Wed, Nov. 7 Unobtrusive and archival methods  
Required readings 
Palys, T. (1997). Research decisions: Quantitative and qualitative perspectives. 4th ed. Toronto: Nelson. 

Ch. 10: Unobtrusive and Archival Methods, pp. 215-242. 
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Fri, Nov. 9  Historical-comparative methods  
Required readings 
Neuman, L. (2004). Basics of Social Research: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. Ch. 12: 

Historical-comparative research. pp. 295-317.  
 
 
Week 11: 
Wed, Nov. 14 Analysis of qualitative data 
Required readings 
Neuman, L. (2004). Basics of Social Research: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. Ch. 13: 

Analysis of qualitative data, pp. 318-334.  
 
Fri, Nov.  16 Participatory research 
Required readings 
Dockery, G. (2000).  Participatory research: Whose roles? Whose responsibilities? In Truman, C; 

Mertens, D. & Humphries, B. (eds.), Research and Inequality (pp. 95-110). London: UCL Press.  
 
 
Week 12: 
Wed, Nov.  21 Who speaks for whom? Ethnicity, power and social research 
Required readings 
Ladson-Billings, Gloria. (2000). Racialized discourses and ethnic epistemologies. In Denzin, N. & 

Lincoln, Y. (eds.), Handbook of qualitative research (2nd ed.) (pp. 257-277). Thousand Oaks: Sage 
Publications. 

 
Fri, Nov.  23 Feminist research 
Required readings 
Olesen, V. (2000). Feminisms and qualitative research at and into the millennium.  In Denzin, N. & 

Lincoln, Y. (eds.), Handbook of qualitative research (2nd ed.) (pp. 215-241). Thousand Oaks: Sage 
Publications. 

 
 
Week 13:  
Wed, Nov. 28 Argumentation 
Required reading 
Baxter-Moore, N., Carroll, T., & Church, R. (1994). Studying politics: An introduction to argument and 

analysis. Toronto: Copp Clark Longman Ltd. Ch. 2: Understanding arguments. pp. 23-48.  
 
Supplementary reading 
Huff, Darrell (1954). How to lie with statistics. New York: W. W. Norton and Co. 
 
Fri, Nov. 30  Review and wrap-up 
Required reading 
Northey, M., Tepperman, L., & Russell, J. (2007). Making sense: A student’s guide to research and 

writing. Ch. 7: Arguing and writing with style. pp. 117-144.  
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Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course are 
encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to 
complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in 
order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will 
allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed 
forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 9th, 2007 for December 
examinations, and March 14th, 2008 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in 
writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests 
should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be 
worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will 
make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may 
contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity 
Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your 
needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea or 
product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that 
plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or (b) 
closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without 
acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's 
own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own 
work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the 
Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to 
two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available at:  
http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/Essay%20Style%20Guide.html 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral examination 
on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-
stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside 
B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or 
email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of 
the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are 
final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade.  Failure 
to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. 
FND (Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot 
pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the 
Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and 
should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up for a 
campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the Connect email 
system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account. 

 
 


