
Carleton University Winter 2007
Department of Political Science

PSCI 2702B
Quantitative Research Methods in Political Science

Lectures:  Mondays 18:35 - 20:25 Azrieli Theatre 302
Tutorials: 1 hour/week

Instructor:

Ken Hart

Contact

C645 Loeb Bld
(613) 520-2600 x1657
(no voicemail)

Office Hours:

Monday 17:00 - 18:00
20:45 - 21:45

Course Description

The course has two objectives.  First, it provides you with sufficient understanding of how
quantitative methods are used in political science to enable you read the material used in upper
year courses, including journal articles and government documents, critically.  Second, it gives
you enough experience using quantitative methods to prepare you for post graduate study or for
work in a government department or private consultancy.

By the end of the course students should be able to:
• select appropriate analysis strategies in different research situations;
• use parts of the SPSS statistical package competently; and
• interpret and analyze basic statistical information and language as it is used in the study

of political science and in applied settings.

Students do not require mathematics beyond what is required for university admission in Ontario.

Students are required to commit themselves to this course in a mature manner.  The tutorials are
critical – you will not succeed without having made your best efforts in the tutorials.  The reading
is not voluminous but is very important.  Since the course is cumulative – what you learn one
week you apply in subsequent weeks – you must not let yourself fall behind.  Cramming will not
work in this course.  The lectures add material and interpretations not found in the readings.

Required Texts (available for purchase in the Carleton University Bookstore):

Pollock, Philip H, III.  The Essentials of Political Analysis 2  edition. CQ Press, Washington,nd

D.C., 2005.
Pollock, Philip H., III, An SPSS Companion to Political Analysis, second edition.  CQ Press,
Washington, D.C., 2005
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Since most students will have completed PSCI 2701, extensive reference will be made to the
principal texts used in that course:

Babbie, Earl and Lucia Benaquisto Fundamentals of Social Research: First Canadian Edition. 
Toronto, Thomson and Nelson, 2004.
or
Manheim, Jarol B., Richard C. Rich, et al Empirical Poitical Analysis: Research Methods in
Political Science, 6  edition.  New York, Longman, 2005.th

Students who do not have either of these texts need not purchase them. Both are available on
reserve in MacOdrum Library.  If you decide to purchase one of them, the Manheim text is closer
to the themes in this course.

Evaluation

One hour in class test worth 15% on March 5
Three hour exam worth 45% during formal exam period (April 9 - 28)
Tutorial participation grade 10%
Two assignments, worth15% each, based on the exercises in Pollock, Companion.  (One of the
required texts.)  February 26; March 26.

Please note: the assignments will not be accepted late.  Failure to submit them on time, without a
doctor’s written opinion that the student was too ill to do the work  for at least three days of the
week before the assignment is due, will result in a mark of zero (0.0).

Course Schedule and reading:
P = Pollock, Essentials
C = Pollock, Companion
M = Manheim
B = Babbie and Benaquisto

January 8 Introduction
P Introduction and Chapters 1, 2; C Getting Started and Chapter 1; M chapters 2, 5, 6; B
chapters 3, 4, 5.

January 15 Descriptive Statistics
P Chapter 3; C Chapter 2; M chapters 15 & 16; B pp 412-425

January 22 Controlling
P Chapter 4; C Chapter 3; M pp 291-294; 301-305; B pp 426-239



3

January 29 Sampling and Inference
P Chapter 5; C Chapter 5; M Chapter 7; B Chapter 7

February 5 Tests of Significance
P pp 130-144; C Chapter 6; M pp 268-275; B pp 426-439

February 12 Measures of Association
P pp 144-153; C Chapter 7; M pp 275-281; B pp 439-444

February 19 Winter Break

February 26 Review No new readings but make sure you understand what we have covered!!!!

March 5 In class test (15%) in the first hour; introduction to the second part of the course in
the second hour.

C chapter 4

March 12 Correlation and Regression
P Chapter 7; C Chapter 8; M pp 282-28; 294-306; B 445-450

March 19 Logistic Regression
P Chapter 8; C Chapter 10

March 26 Reserved for either special topics or catch-up, depending on how the course has
gone.

C Chapter 9
April 2 Review

P Chapter 9; C Chapter 11; M Chapters 22, 23; B Appendix A, Chapters 1 &2

________________________________________________________________________-
Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this

course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500

University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment

to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class

test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the

following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam

accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winterth th

term courses.

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply

in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such

requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for

accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event.

Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the

instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage
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to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance

(www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an

Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to

discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is

anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea

or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that

plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without

acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without

acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in

such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's

own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required

to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the

Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's

Style Guide is available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be

date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the

corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that

day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a

stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note

that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the

purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the

approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to

revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade. 

Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a

grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during

the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases,

instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed

the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the

examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up

for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the

Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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