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Carleton University W inter 2007

Department of Political Science

PSCI 3004A

Political Parties and Elections in Canada

Lecture: Mondays, 8:35 am - 11:25 am

Southam Hall 404

Instructor: Murray Cooke

Office: D696 Loeb Building

Office Hours: Mondays and Fridays 11:30-12:30 or by appointment

Phone: (613) 520-2600 x1189

Email: Please use the email function within W ebCT to contact me. On weekdays, I will

generally respond to your emails within 24 hours.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WebCT [http://webct.carleton.ca]:

Course materials, including the course outline, assignments and links to readings,

will be posted on W ebCT. Please ensure that you have access to W ebCT and

consult it regularly.

Course calendar description:

This course will examine the evolution of the Canadian party system, the activities

of the parties and the functioning of the electoral process in Canada.

Required texts (available from Haven Books, at corner of Sunnyside and Seneca):

Carty, R. Kenneth, W illiam Cross and Lisa Young. 2000. Rebuilding Canadian

Party Politics. Vancouver: UBC Press.

Trimble, Linda and Jane Arscott. 2003. Still Counting: Women in Politics across

Canada. Peterborough: Broadview Press.

Evaluation:

10% class participation and attendance

15% short paper (4-6 pages, due February 12)

35% research paper (10-12 pages, due April 2)

40% final exam (during the formal examination period, April 9 - 28)

Students are expected to attend class having read the required materials for that

week and prepared to participate in class discussions on the weekly topic.

Short paper and research paper topics will be distributed in class by the instructor.

The short written assignments and research essays should be submitted either in-

class or during my office hours. Do not slide essays under my door. Essays will not

be accepted in electronic form. The Political Science drop box is intended to collect

late assignments only if a student has extenuating circumstances and is unable to

submit the paper directly to me in class or during my office hours. The drop box is

emptied every weekday at 4 pm and all items collected at that time are stamped

with that day’s date.
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The short written assignments and research essays are subject to late penalties.

Late papers are subject to a one letter grade deduction per day, including

Saturdays and Sundays. For example, an A- paper received one day late would be

reduced to a B+.

The final exam will cover the course materials from the entire term.

Schedule and Required Readings

January 8: Introduction to the course and course expectations

January 15: Overview of Parties, Elections and Voters

Carty et al., Ch. 1 - “Party Politics at Century's End,”

Trimble and Arscott, Preface - “W hy Are W e Still Counting?” and Ch. 1 -

“Introduction: Still Counting,”

O’Neill, Brenda. 2003. “Examining Declining Electoral Turnout among Canada’s

Youth,” Electoral Insight. July. 5, 2.

[http://www.elections.ca/eca/eim/pdf/insight_2003_07_e.pdf].

Carty, R. Kenneth. 2006. “The Shifting Place of Political Parties in Canadian Public

Life.” IRPP Choices 12 (4).

[http://www.irpp.org/choices/archive/vol12no4.pdf].

January 22: The Evolution of Canada’s Party System and the Franchise

Carty et al., Ch. 2 - “The Party Question in Canada”

Courtney, John. 2004. “W ho Can Vote?” from Elections. Vancouver: UBC Press.

Supplemental readings:

Thorburn, Hugh G. 2001. “The Development of Political Parties in Canada,” in

Hugh G. Thorburn and Alan W hitehorn (ed.), Party Politics in Canada.

Eighth Edition. Toronto: Prentice-Hall. 

Canadian Museum of Civilization. “A History of the Vote in Canada.”

[http://www.civilization.ca/hist/elections/el_001_e.html].

January 29: The Transformation of Canada’s Party System

Carty et al., Ch. 3 - “Challenging the Consensus: Two New Parties” and Ch. 4 -

“Struggling to Survive: Three Old Parties”

Flanagan, Tom. 2006. “Ottawa is W orth a Mass: Stephen Harper’s Rise to Power,”

Inroads. 19.

Supplemental readings:

Flanagan, Tom and Stephen Harper. 1998. “Conservative Politics in Canada: Past,

Present, and Future.” in W illiam D. Gairdner (ed.), After Liberalism: Essays

in Search of Freedom, Virtue and Order. Toronto: Stoddart.

Harper, Stephen. 2003. “Rediscovering the Right Agenda,” The Report

Newsmagazine. June 2003. [a link to this article will be provided via

W ebCT].

Clarkson, Stephen. 2005. “Introduction: Party Systems and Liberal Leaders,” from

The Big Red Machine: How the Liberal Party Dominates Canadian Politics.

Vancouver: UBC Press. 
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February 5: Leadership Selection

Carty et al., Ch. 6 - “Remaking Party Democracy”

Trimble and Arscott, Ch. 4 - “It's a Drag: W here Have All the W omen Leaders

Gone?”

Supplemental Readings:

Cross, W illiam. 2004. “Selection of Party Leaders,” from Political Parties.

Vancouver: UBC Press.

 

February 12: Policy Formation

W hitaker, Reg. “Virtual Political Parties and the Decline of Democracy,” Policy

Options. June 2001. [http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/jun01/whitaker.pdf].

Cross, W illiam and Young, Lisa. 2006. “Are Canadian Political Parties Empty

Vessels? Membership, Engagement and Policy Capacity.” IRPP Choices

12 (4). [http://www.irpp.org/choices/archive/vol12no4.pdf].

Baier, Gerald and Herman Bakvis. 2001. “Think Tanks and Political Parties:

Competitors or Collaborators,” ISUMA: Canadian Journal of Policy

Research. Spring. 2,1. [http://www.isuma.net/v02n01/baier/baier_e.pdf].

February 19: Reading Week

February 26: Parties at the Constituency Level

Carty, R. Kenneth. 2002. “The Politics of Tecumseh Corners: Canadian Political

Parties as Franchise Organizations,” Canadian Journal of Political Science.

35, 4.

Cross, W illiam. 2006. “Candidate Nomination in Canada’s Political Parties,” in Jon

H. Pammett and Christopher Dorman (ed.), The Canadian Federal Election

of 2006. Toronto: Dundurn.

Trimble and Arscott, Ch. 2 - “Counting Matters: The Numbers Game and W omen's

Political Power” and Ch. 3 - “The Electoral Glass Ceiling” 

Supplemental Reading: 

Carty, R. Kenneth and Munroe Eagles. 2005. Politics is Local: National Politics at

the Grassroots. Toronto: Oxford University Press.

March 5: Party and Electoral Finance

Carty et al., Ch. 7 - “Paying for Parties”

Massicotte, Louis. 2006. “Electoral Legislation Since 1997: Parliament Regains the

Initiative,” in Jon H. Pammett and Christopher Dorman (ed.), The Canadian

Federal Election of 2006. Toronto: Dundurn.

March 12: Election Campaigns and Technological Innovation

Carty et al., Ch. 8 - “On the Ground: The Local Campaign”

Carty et al., Ch. 9 - “In the Air: National Campaign Communication”

Bowman, John. 2006. “2006 – Year of the Blog,” Policy Options. March.

[http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/mar06/bowman.pdf].

Supplemental reading:

Barnery, Darin.2005. Communication Technology. Vancouver: UBC Press. p.134-

141.
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Pammett, Jon H. and Christopher Dornan (ed.). 2006. The Canadian Federal

Election of 2006. Toronto: Dundurn. ch. 9-10.

 

March 19: The Electoral System and Electoral Reform

Cairns, Alan C. “The Electoral System and the Party System in Canada, 1921-

1965,” Canadian Journal of Political Science. 1,1.

Thomson, Patrick and James Maunder. 2005. "Electoral reform in BC: so near and

yet so far," Policy Options. October.

[http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/oct05/thomson.pdf].

Gibson, Gordon. 2005. "BC electoral reform: voters to decide, again." Policy

Options. October. [http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/oct05/gibson.pdf]. 

McKenna, Peter. 2006. "Opting out of electoral reform - W hy PEI chose the status

quo," Policy Options. June.

[http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/jun06/mckenna.pdf].

Supplemental Reading:

Blais, André and Louis Massicotte. 2002. “Electoral Systems,” in Lawrence LeDuc,

Richard G. Niemi and Pippa Norris (ed.), Comparing Democracies 2: New

Challenges in the Study of Elections and Voting. London: Sage. 

March 26: Representing Interests

Carty et al., Ch. 5 - “Representing Interests”

Trimble and Arscott, Ch. 5 - “Spice Girls and Old Spice Boys: Getting There Is

Only Half the Battle” and Ch. 6 - “Counting for Something: W omen in

Politics Can Make a Difference”

Black, Jerome. 2002. “Ethnoracial Minorities in the House of Commons,” Canadian

Parliamentary Review. 25, 1.

[http://www.parl.gc.ca/Infoparl/25/1/25n1_02e.pdf].

April 2: Conclusions and Review

Carty et al., Ch. 10 - “Rebuilding the Canadian Party System”

Trimble and Arscott, Ch. 7 - “Conclusion: Halfway to Equal?”

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in

this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with

Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the

PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two

weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to

process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the

PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winterth

term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances

should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before

the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual
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basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in

a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an

Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to

contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make

an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first

academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's

own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate

Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's

work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or

more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and

recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such

ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting

documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted

to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is

available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief

oral examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will

not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop

box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4

p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned

in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment

returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final

exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to

the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be

subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam

will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's

performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the

final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to

indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not

be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if

the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to

sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be

distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to

set up your account.
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