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Carleton University W inter 2007

Department of Political Science

PSCI 3105A

Imperialism

Lectures: Tuesday 18:05-20:55

413 Southam Hall

Instructor: Dr. Stephane Lambert Email: Stephane_Lambert@carleton.ca

Office: Loeb B645

Telephone: 520-2600 ext. 1657 Office Hours: Tue. 17.00-18.00

and by appointment

Course Description: 

The course provides an introduction to imperialism in the modern world.  The main objective of the

course is to help students understand the many similarities and continuities between imperialism

in this era and that of earlier phases of world history, considering the fundamental differences

between them.  Our starting point will be the shift towards modern imperialism brought about by

many developments, not the least of which was the European industrial revolution, which allowed

Europeans and North Americans to extend their influence worldwide on unprecedented levels.

One of our main tasks will be to investigate the complexities of imperial control and the colonial

relationship from the nineteenth century to present.  In doing so, we will give particular attention to

ideologies, practices, and legacies of W estern dominance over Asia, Africa, and Latin America.  In

particular, we will examine the new ideologies of nationalism and political liberalism that gave

important new impulses and provided rationales for imperialistic expansion.

In exploring the theme of imperialism, we will survey the wide variety of conflicting interpretations

that was offered by an equally diverse array of authors in the nineteenth and twentieth century.

The course will review the spectrum of debate that exists to approach imperialism and global

developments, and provide proper historical context for understanding each of these

interpretations.

Texts:

There are two required texts for this course. They are available at the university bookstore.

BUSH, Barbara, Imperialism and Postcolonialism , Pearson Longman, 2006.

BOW MAN, W illiam, CHITEJI, Frank, MEGAN GREENE, J., eds., Imperialism in the Modern

World: Sources and Interpretations, Pearson Prentice Hall, 2006.

Evaluation Summary:

Participation 20%

Short paper [due Feb 27] 20%

In-class presentation 20%

Research paper [due April 3] 40%

Participation 

You will be marked on your attendance and participation. Participation grades will be based on

attendance and number of insightful contributions to class discussion.

In-class Presentation/Short Paper [due Feb 27] 
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The class will be divided into groups of 2 that will make presentations related to weekly readings

beginning in week 3. Groups are to sign-up for a presentation with the instructor in weeks 1-2. The

presentations will take the form of an exegesis of one of the documents included in the weekly

readings. Presenters must also suggest thought-provoking questions for the whole class to

discuss. The presentations will be 15-20 minutes in length followed by a 10 minutes questions and

discussion.  Presentations will be evaluated on their completeness in presenting the facts and

effort to situate these in the broader historical context and theme of imperialism.  The students

making the presentation will be assigned the same grade. Students will summarize their findings

in a short paper to be worked on and submitted individually. Short papers should demonstrate

individual efforts that go beyond the group work and the presentation given in class. The paper

should be 4 pages (1.5-spaced) in length maximum, plus a bibliography.

Research Assignment [due Apr. 3] 

The Term Paper is more or less 5000 words.  Topics must be cleared with Lecturer by week 4.

The paper shall present detailed research about a specific issue, case or event in modern

imperialism. In writing your essay, it is important that you review and assess your case in relation

to the debates and theories on imperialism that we address in class. Before week 3, it is

recommended that students see me in person during my office hours to discuss the major

question your paper will address, the main themes it will explore, the argument or thesis your

paper will make, a tentative outline of the essay and some of the major sources you will consult.

Late Paper Policy:

Due dates for assignments are noted above and in the weekly course outline. You will be

expected to hand assignments in on time. Late papers will be penalized one full letter grade per

day (e.g. a B+ becomes a B).

Other Rules:

· Assignments cannot be faxed to the Dept. of Political Science or E-mailed to the       

professor; 

· It is NOT acceptable to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. 

Course Schedule:

Week 1 - January 9

Introduction to imperialism

Conflicting approaches to imperialism

Course requirements and recommended readings

Film: Gandhi, Dir. by Richard Attenborough.

Week 2 - January 16

Commonalities and divergence between empires over time

The new imperialism: from European to W estern imperialism

Film: Gandhi, part 2

Readings:

Bush, Ch. 1, pp. 8-42.

Week 3 - January 23

Defining imperialism and colonialism 

Modern imperialism

Concepts and theories

Readings:



3

Bush, Ch. 2, pp. 43-62.

Bowman, (Eds.):

- “General Act of the Conference of Berlin, 1885”

- Jules Ferry, Tonkin and the Motherland

- Aimé Césaire, Discourse on Colonialism

Week 4 - January 30

Capitalism and the rise of European empires

Imperial and colonial economics

System-world theories

Readings:

Bush, Ch. 3, pp. 77-86.

Bowman, (Eds.):

- Karl Marx, “The British Rule in India”

- Godfey N. Uzoigwe, Britain and the Conquest of Africa

- Vladimir Lenin, Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism

Week 5 - February 6

Imperialism and the culture of modernity

Justificatory ideologies of imperialism

‘W hig imperialism’

Readings:

Bush, Ch. 3, pp. 87-93. 

Bowman, (Eds.):

- Arthur James Balfour, “Problems with which we have to deal in Egypt”

- Rudyard Kipling, “The W hite Man’s Burden”

- Herbert Spencer, Illustration of Universal Progress

Week 6 - February 13

Anti-Imperialism and anti-colonial nationalism

Contradictions of imperialism and modernity

Liberatory ideologies

Readings:

Bush, Ch. 3, pp. 93-114.

Bowman, (Eds.):

- Ho Chi Minh, “Equality!”

- M.K. Gandhi, “Civilization”

- Kita Ikki, “An Outline Plan for the Reorganization of Japan”

Week 7 - February 27

Culture and Imperialism

Imperial power and cultural oppression

Exportation of civilization

[Short papers are due]

Readings:

Bush, Ch. 4, pp. 115-124.

Bowman, (Eds.):

- “Emperor Meiji’s Letter to President Grant on Iwakura Mission, 1871”

- “An Ottoman Government Decree Defines the Official Notion of the Modern Citizen,

June 19, 1870”
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- José Marti, “Mother America”

Week 8 - March 6

The colonial world

Center-periphery relations

Power, resistance and change

Readings:

Bush, Ch. 4, pp. 125-145.

Bowman, (Eds.):

- M. K. Gandhi, “Satyagraha in South Africa”

- Truong Nhu Tang, A Viet Cong Memoir

- Brian Loveman and Thomas M. Davies, Jr. (Eds.), Che Guevara: Guerilla Warfare

Week 9 - March 13

The legitimization of imperial power

Imperialism, popular culture and national identities

Orientalist discourses

Readings:

Bush, Ch. 5, pp. 146-166.

Bowman, (Eds.):

- Harry Thuku, “Nairobi”

- Orishatuke Faduma, “African Negro Education”

- Liang Qichao, “Inaugural Statement for the Eastern Times”

Week 10 - March 20

Decolonization

The postcolonial world

Imperial legacies

Readings:

Bush, Ch. 5, pp. 167-186.

Bowman, (Eds.):

- Martin Buber, “From an Open Letter to Mahatma Gandhi (1939)”

- Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation: History, Politics and Salvation

- Indonesian President Soekarno, “Speech at the Opening of the Asian-African

Conference”

Week 11 - March 27

Post-imperial politics and culture

Global relations reconfigured

Postcolonial perspectives

Readings:

Bush, Ch. 6, pp. 187-198.

Bowman, (Eds.):

- Kim Il-sung, “The Newly-Emerging Forces Should Unite Under the Banner of

Independence Against Imperialism”

- Gamal Abdul Nasser, “The Arab Revolution”

- Amilcar Cabral, “National Liberation and Culture”

Week 12 - April 3
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Imperialism and Globalization

‘Pax Americana’

Imperialism Today

Readings:

Bush, Ch. 6, pp. 199-215.

Bowman, (Eds.):

- D. K. Fieldhouse, Black Africa 1945-1980: Economic Decolonization and Arrested

Development

- Edward W . Said, “The Clash of Ignorance”

- “W TO Protest”

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in

this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with

Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the

PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two

weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to

process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the

PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winterth

term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances

should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before

the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual

basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in

a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an

Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to

contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make

an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first

academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's

own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate

Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's

work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or

more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and

recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such

ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting

documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted

to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is

available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief

oral examination on research papers and essays.
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Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will

not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop

box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4

p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned

in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment

returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final

exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to

the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be

subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam

will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's

performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the

final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to

indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not

be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if

the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to

sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be

distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to

set up your account.
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