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Carleton University Winter 2007
Department of Political Science 

PSCI 3107C
Causes of War

8:35 a.m. – 11:25 a.m. Thursday
Leeds House 118

Instructor: Dr. P. Huber
Office: Loeb B645
Office Hours: Thursday 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Phone: (613) 520-2600 ext. 1657 *note: there is no voicemail
Email: phuber@connect.carleton.ca

COURSE DESCRIPTION

What causes war?  How can we avoid it?  These are among the most important questions in
international politics.  They are also among the most difficult to answer.  War is a complex
problem.  Though we may not want it, sometimes it might be necessary.  On the other hand,
necessary or not, war seems inevitable anyway.  Indeed, it has occurred throughout history. 

So where to begin?  First, we cannot accept that war is inevitable.  Wars must be justified; they
must be proven to be necessary.  Furthermore, we need to hope that a peaceful future is possible,
that someday we may be able to settle our disputes without having to resort to violence.  Thus,
difficult though it may be, we must continue to explore the complex problem of war with a view
to learning how to avoid it.  

In the field of international politics, numerous studies have been undertaken to address the
problem of war.  Nevertheless, the dominant approach remains that of realism.  One of the most
important realist texts is Kenneth Waltz’s Man, the State and War.  Therefore, we will examine
this book in detail and learn that Waltz’s approach to the problem of war hinges on his unique
analysis of human nature, the nation state and the international system.

After Waltz, we will turn to two very different approaches to the question of war.  Both
challenge the realist view.  The first view is a socialist approach as based on Lenin’s,
Imperialism: the Highest Stage of Capitalism.  This will give us an economic explanation of war,
something realism tends to overlook.  The second view is that of feminism as based on Cynthia
Enloe’s Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics.  The
feminist approach to war suggests that realist discussions of war tend to be masculine, which
denies us a complete picture of what war is.

Class material will be based on lectures, films and class participation.  In the end, the student
should have a sense that the problem of war is worth addressing.  In addition, the student should
have a basic understanding of how a realist addresses the problem of war.  However, the student
should also understand why realism might sometimes miss the mark.
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REQUIRED TEXTS

Cynthia Enloe, Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics, 
University Of California Press, Published: February 15, 2001
ISBN: 0520229126

V. I. Lenin, Imperialism: the Highest Stage of Capitalism, Intl Pub, Published June 1969
ISBN: 0717800989

Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State and War, Columbia University Press, (September 2001) 
ISBN: 0231125372

NOTE: All three books are available at Haven Books (34 Seneca Street).

EVALUATION

2 Take-Home Exams (2 x 40%) 80% (Due February 15 and March 29)
Class Participation (4 x 5%) 20% (Due January 25, February 8, March 8 and 

March 22)

2 Take Home Exams (2 x 40% = 80%)

Students are required to write two take-home exams, each worth 40%.  Each exam must be in
essay format, be typed, double-spaced and have a length of between 7 to 9 pages (approximately
2000 to 3000 words).  The first exam, due February 15, will require the student to do the
following: Apply Waltzian analysis to the problem of war.  Use a case study to justify your
answer.  The second exam, due March 29, will require the student to do the following: Discuss
how Enloe and Lenin challenge the Waltzian analysis of war.  Use a case study to justify your
answer.

Please note that deadlines are firm for both take-home exams.  Extensions will only be granted
for formally documented medical reasons. 

Exams are to be handed directly to the professor in class. Exams sent by email or slid under the
professor’s door will not be accepted.

Late exams will be penalized one half grade per day.  (For example, an exam receiving a B+
would be dropped to a B if one day late)

Note: Late exams or exams granted an extension for medical reasons must be placed in the
Political Science drop box located outside the Political Science main office Loeb B640.  It is
emptied every weekday at 4:00 p.m. and all items collected at that time are date-stamped with
that day’s date.
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Class Participation (4 x 5% = 20%)

Students are required to attend and participate in class.  The participation grade is based on
students’ verbal and written responses to discussion questions, which will be supplied by the
instructor.  Discussion questions will be drawn from issues arising out of the readings, lectures
and films shown in class.  Students will undertake formal discussions four (4) times during the
term.  Discussion sessions will begin in the latter half of the class.

The format of these discussions is as follows:
1) Students will break into small groups to discuss these questions for approximately 20 to

30 minutes.  Each student should write down the discussion points of their group.
2) The class will then be reconvened and the class will answer the questions together for the

remaining 30 minutes.  
3) After the class, each student will, in his or her own words, summarize in written format

what was discussed in class.  This summary should be 2 pages (approximately 500 to 600
words), typed and double-spaced.  Written summaries will be due in class the week after
the discussion takes place.  Late penalties for these summaries are the same as those for
the take-home exams.

Films

Films will be shown during the term.  They may be works of fiction or documentaries.  They will
be used to help flesh out the theories of war discussed in class.  Films shown are at the discretion
of the instructor and will be determined by the ebb and flow of the lectures and class discussions. 
Tentative titles have nevertheless been indicated in the schedule below.

SCHEDULE

WEEK 1: January 4 – Introduction: Theory and War; Just War Theory

WEEK 2: January 11 – Waltz: Man and the State

WEEK 3: January 18 – Waltz: the International System
*First Discussion Session 10:20am – 11:25am

WEEK 4: January 25 – Waltz and War, What is missing
*First Film (The Fog of War)

WEEK 5: February 1 – Lenin: Logic of Capitalism
*Second Discussion Session 10:20am – 11:25am

WEEK 6: February 8 – Lenin: Imperialism and War

WEEK 7: February 15 – Lenin: Conclusions, Comparison to Waltz
*Second Film (Dr. Strangelove)
*First Take-Home Exam due. 
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WEEK 8: February 22 – Reading Week, No class

WEEK 9: March 1 – Enloe: Feminist theory, the personal is political
*Third Discussion Session 10:20am – 11:25am

WEEK 10: March 8 – Enloe: Feminist analysis of war
*Third Film (Full Metal Jacket)

WEEK 11: March 15 – Enloe: Conclusions, Comparison to Waltz
*Fourth Discussion Session 10:30am – 11:25am

WEEK 12: March 22 – Waltz, Lenin and Enloe and war
*Fourth Film (The Control Room)

WEEK 13: March 29 – Conclusions, prospects for peace
* Second Take-Home Exam Due

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this

course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500

University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment

to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class

test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the

following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam

accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winterth th

term courses.

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply

in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such

requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for

accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event.

Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the

instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage

to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance

(www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an

Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to

discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is

anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea

or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that

plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without

acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without

acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in

such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's

own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required

to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the
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Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style

Guide is available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be

date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the

corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that

day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a

stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note

that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the

purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the

approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to

revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade. 

Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a

grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during

the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases,

instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed

the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the

examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up

for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the

Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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