
Carleton University        Fall 2007 
Department of Political Science 

 
PSCI 3108A 

Politics of Popular Culture 
 
Seminars:   Tuesday 11:35 a.m. – 2:25 p.m. (516 Southam) 
Instructor:   Professor Conrad Winn 
Office:   D699 Loeb 
Office Telephone:  520-2600 ext. 2651, cell 416 459-6600 
Office hours:  M10:30-11:30, 17-18, 21-22; T9:30-11:30  
Email:   Normal response within one business day: 

cwinn@connect.carleton.ca;  
for urgent matters, cwinn@bell.blackberry.net 

Course Procedures 
Objectives 

This is a course on political aspects of popular culture. A half century ago, there 
was a majority view that popular culture is embodied by the largely Hollywood products 
for a substantially mass public culture. The interplay of the “500 channel universe,” the 
growth of higher education, and the decline of deference have moved substantially the 
boundaries and definitions of popular culture. 

The immense increase in delivery channels has required providers to make niche 
products and audiences profitable, thereby transforming our heretofore understanding 
of a mass culture. Previously elite products entered the mainstream partly because of 
the growth of channels and partly because of the growth of the higher educated 
segments. PBS-style programming became more accessible on non-PBS channels than 
PBS itself. 

The expansion of higher education combined with the dissident effects of broadcast 
news to produce a decline in deference. Many medical, psychiatric, marriage, 
consumer, environmental, and foreign policy issues, for example, ceased being the 
purview of professional elites and entered popular culture. The boundaries between 
pure entertainment products and public or mass culture attenuated. 

Reaching Professor Winn 
Consulting times are by appointment and normally in consulting hours. Students are 

encouraged to use email (cwinn@connect.carleton.ca) to discuss brief topics, send 
writing for comment, seek feedback, book an appointment, or request a telephone 
conversation. Barring technical difficulties, email messages are normally returned within 
a business day. Students arriving to discuss a term paper are requested to bring a 
typed outline of their thoughts, however preliminary or tentative their thoughts might be. 
Email should normally be used to book a face-to-face appointment or telephone 
conversation. Emails requesting a conversation by phone should list the student’s full 
name, phone number, and time periods when the instructor’s return phone call might 
work.  
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On urgent medical or personal matters or to make a last minute change to an 
appointment, students are urged to email cwinn@bell.blackberry.net. In the absence of 
a prompt response, they could supplement this with a call to 416-459-6600 (cell). 

To minimize the risk of accidental deletion in an era of junk mail, emails must have 
the following in the subject heading: “PSCI [course number], [your name].” Students are 
obliged to check the email addresses they have given to the university for possible 
email from the instructor at least weekly on the evening before class. 

Regulations  
 Students are asked to familiarize themselves with the university's many 

regulations. Students are asked to note that plagiarism of any kind is taken 
seriously--serious sanctions may apply to the submission of someone else's 
work as one's own, i.e. without properly citing the source; it is unacceptable to 
submit the same assignment to two or more courses without permission from all 
pertinent instructors; and an individual student may be required to pass an oral 
examination on term work. 

Assignments and Grading  
Grades. Each student’s grade will normally be derived as follows: 50% for 

independent research submitted in the form of a term paper; 20% for a class 
presentation, and 30% for class participation. Students will have the option of a grade 
protecting final test to be held in class November 13th. The grade from the optional test 
will substitute for the class participation grade if higher. The optional final test may be of 
the multiple choice variety. To be eligible to sit the optional test, students must inform 
the instructor of their intent to do so by email on the weekend of November 3-4.. 

Class Discussion. Students will be graded for the quality of their discussion of 
assigned readings for the week and, secondarily, of mediated cultural phenomena of 
the preceding week. Attendance may be taken. A good familiarity with the week's 
readings and uninterrupted attendance, except for health and other exigencies, are 
required for passing. Students may be asked about what was said in an assigned 
reading, the author’s purpose or intent, the latter’s context, and the student’s own 
assessment. 

Class Presentation. Each student will make a 5-10 minute presentation on a term 
paper. The vast majority of such presentations will be statements of intent, presented 
before and, in many cases, well before submission. The presentation will be made orally 
with a 2-3 pp handout distributed to class and emailed as an embedded message to the 
instructor during the preceding weekend with the title: PSCI 3108 Presentation of [Name 
of Student as it Appears in University Records.] The presentation should describe the 
theme or object of the paper, why the subject is interesting or important, different 
perspectives on the subject, and strategies for carrying it out. The presentation should 
also provide a bibliography. Needless to say, presentations early in the term will be 

mailto:cwinn@bell.blackberry.net


 PSCI 3108, Politics of Popular Culture (autumn, 2007), Professor Winn 

 3

graded more compassionately than those presented later. Students presenting on a 
given topic are not required to stick to that topic when actually submitting their paper. 

Term Paper. The independent research project shall explore from a popular culture 
or culture wars perspective (a) arts, culture, and media consumption patterns and 
sources for immigrant groups in Canada (e.g. Tamils, Sihks, Hindus, Arabs, or Filipinos, 
etc., (b) CRTC rules and practices, (c) press rules and practices, (d) university curricula 
and practices, (e) Canadian French language feature films or entertainment 
broadcasting, (f) political content in feature films or entertainment broadcasting in any 
major market (e.g. U.S., U.K., India, Arab world), (g) competition between Fox News 
and the “MSM”, (h) any relevant aspect of political humour, (i) the adoption or non-
adoption of Aboriginal symbols and values in different settler nations, or (j) sources of 
popular culture including religion among First Nations/Metis/Inuit communities. Any 
topics other than the preceding specific examples must be submitted for the instructor’s 
approval by October 1st. The independent research paper shall consist of 20 pp. plus 
footnotes/appendix. Kindly see Term Paper Submission, below.  

Style. Any conventional Anglo-American spelling or essay style is acceptable except 
that all references should be complete, including page numbers, and appear in 
footnotes and in no other form. All papers should be strongly evidentiary, using citations 
and documented verbatims liberally. Kindly see Term Paper Submission, below.  

Term Paper Submission. Students are required to submit their paper electronically 
as an MSWord attachment to Prof. Winn at cwinn@connect.carleton.ca on Thursday 
November 8th. Papers submitted after that but before the official end of classes may 
receive a late deduction. Papers submitted after the official end of classes are not 
permitted to be accepted without official university authorization. 

The subject heading of the accompanying email and the file name must both read: 
“PSCI3108A Paper, Smith John, topic” where Smith is a stand-in for the student’s family 
name, John, for the first name, and topic for a 1-3 word précis of the title of the paper. 
The upper left corner of the title page must contain your email address for return of the 
graded paper. Papers not submitted in this fashion or on this date will not be accepted 
except in the event of medical or other extenuating circumstances according to the 
judgment of the instructor.  

Comment Codes When Term Papers Are Returned: 
VG = very good substantive point 
VG evid = very good use of evidence, sourcing, or citation material 
S = style cumbersome or poor 
M = meaning unclear 
Gr = grammatical problem 
Sp = misspelling 
Wd = inadequate choice of word(s) 

mailto:cwinn@connect.carleton.ca
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NS = non sequitur 
Evid = inadequate or inappropriate evidence 
Inf = style too informal for an academic paper 
Calendar. Oral presentation dates will be assigned randomly in the first class for 

later dates. See above for dates re submission of proposals and papers. 
Plagiarism and Proper Use and Citation of Sources. An excellent set of sources and 

source of counsel may be found at  www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/. 
Source material. Regular access to the following are important, e.g. Fox News 

Channel, CNN, the CBC News Channel, TV5, the Globe and Mail, the National Post , 
Ottawa Citizen, La Presse, NY Times entertainment reporting, michaelmedved.com, 
townhall.com, danielpipes.org, Antonia Zerbisias’s weekly column in the Toronto Star, 
cbcwatch.ca, memri.org, horowitzfreedomcenter.org and frontpagemag.com, 
littlegreenfootballs.com, mediaresearch.org, and dailykos.com. 

Weekly topics and readings 
1. (Sept. 11) Overview of the course  

Principal considerations: Popular culture as professional entertainment, Popular culture as mass 
culture, The politics of entertainment and its industry, The U.S. entertainment industry. Niche and elite 
cultures. Culture as sourced in religion. Two cross-cutting religio-cultural axes: Traditional Christianities 
vs secular revolt; Islam and Islamism vs. the non-Islamic world. 

Key research concepts: fact, taxonomy, theory/explanation, objectivity and historicism, sociology of 
knowledge. 

Key research tools (causal modeling, content analysis, and surveys) and overview of weekly 
readings. Participation and research expectations.  

A round-table discussion of possible topics for independent research, and  assignment of dates for 
oral presentations. 

2. (Sept. 18) Media context 
Unless otherwise indicated, the following items are taken from Dan D. Nimmo and Keith R. Sanders, 
eds., Handbook of Political Communication (Beverly Hills: Sage, 1981): Robert L. Savage, “The Diffusion 
of Information Approach,” chap. 3 
Maxwell E. McCombs, “The Agenda-setting Approach,” chap. 4 
Richard Hofstetter, “Content analysis,” chap 19. 
Alan Rubin, “Uses, gratifications and media effects research” in Jennings Bryant and Dolf Zillmann, eds., 
Perspectives on Media Effects (Hillsdale, N.J.: Lawrence Erlbaum, 1986) 
McGuire's chapter in G. Comstock, Public Communication and Behavior, vol. 1 
Conrad Winn, “CBC Television News Has a Bias Problem,” Policy Options (July-August, 2002). 
James Fallows, Breaking the News: How the Media Undermine American Democracy (Pantheon, 1996) 
or George Bain, Gotcha: How the Media Distort the News (Toronto: Key Porter, 1993) 

3. (Sept. 25) The Political Culture Setting 
Seymour Martin Lipset, Continental Divide. 

http://www.library.ualberta.ca/guides/plagiarism/
http://www.townhall.com/
http://www.danielpipes.org/
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Arend Lijphart, "Language, Religion, Class and Party Choice:  Belgium, Canada, Switzerland and South 
Africa Compared" in Richard Rose, ed., Electoral Participation. 
W. Christian and C. Campbell, Political Parties and Ideologies in Canada or Gad Horowitz, Canadian 
Labour in Politics, introductory chapters  or Gad Horowitz, “Notes on ‘Conservatism, Liberalism and 
Socialism in Canada’: An Interpretation”, CJPS, 11, 2, 1978 
L. Epstein, "The Comparative Study of Canadian Parties" in APSR (March 1964). 
Bob Edwards and Michael Foley, eds, “Social Capital, Civil Society, and Contemporary Democracy,” 
American Behavioral Scientist (March/April, 1997). American Behavioral Scientist, Special Issue devoted 
to Social Capital (March/April, 1997) 
James Davison Hunter, Culture Wars (New York: Basic Books, 1991) or his Death of Character: Moral 
Education in an Age without Good or Evil (New York: Basic Books, 2000) 
Thomas Sowell, Black Rednecks and White Liberals (2004) 

4. (Oct. 2) Arts 
Gary Woodward, Perspectives on American Political Media (Toronto: Allyn and Bacon, 1997), chapter 7 
on “Art, Popular Entertainment and Politics,” pp. 213-37 and the chapters relevant to Hollywood and 
culture. 
Stephen Powers, David Rothman, and Stanley Rothman, Hollywood’s America (Boulder: Westview 
Press, 1996). 
Roger Kimball, The Rape of the Masters (San Francisco: Encounter, 2004). 
Roger Kimball, Art’s Prospect: The Challenge of Tradition in an Age of Celebrity (2003) 
Theodore Dalrymple, “An imaginary ‘scandal’,” The New Criterion (20050505) 
Murray Edelman, From Art to Politics: How Artistic Creations Shape Political Conceptions (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1995) 

5. (Oct. 9) Television and Film 
Ronald and Allis Radosh, Red Star over Hollywood  (San Francisco: Encounter, 2003). 
S. Robert Lichter, Linda Lichter, and Stanley Rothman, Prime Time (Washington: Regnery Publishing, 
1995)  
Kathryn C. Montgomery, Target: Prime Time (Oxford University Press, 1989) PN1992.8.M54M66 
Myrna Blyth, Spin Sisters (New York: Martin’s, 2004). 
Morton Keller, “In Media Disgrace: American Media and the Collapse of Standards,” Hoover Digest  
(Summer, 2004). www.hooverdigest.org/043/toc043.html  
Michael Moore, Stupid White Men...And Other Sorry Excuses for the State of the Nation! (Regan Books, 
2004) and David T. Hardy and Jason Clarke, Michael Moore Is A Big Fat Stupid White Man 
(ReganBooks, 2004) 
Brent Bozell, “The Obscene Reality at MTV,” www.townhall.com (April 5, 2005) 
Brian C. Anderson, South Park Conservatives (Regnery, 2005). 

6. (Oct. 16) Entertainers and Journalists 
James Hirtsen, Hollywood Nation (2004) 
Michael Medved, Hollywood vs. America (1993) 
Robert Lerner, Althea K. Nagai, and Stanley Rothman, American Elites (Yale, 1996). Stanley Rothman 
and R. Lichter, “Personal Ideology and Worldview A Comparison of Media and Business Elites”, Br. J. of 
Pol. Sci. 9(Jan., 1985), 29 49. Stanley Rothman and R. Lichter, “Media and Business Elites: Two Classes 

http://www.townhall.com/
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in Conflict,” Public Interest (1982), 117 25. Stanley Rothman and Amy E. Black, “Media and Business 
Elites: Still in Conflict?”  The Public Interest  (Spring 2001), pp 72-86 
Barry Cooper, Sins of Omission (University of Toronto, 1994). 
Conrad Winn, “CBC Television News Has a Bias Problem,” Policy Options (July-August, 2002). 
Tucker Carlson, “Mumia Dearest,” Weekly Standard (Sept. 18, 1995), pp. 58ff. 
Pajamas Media, “How the New Republic Got Suckered,” August 20, 2007. 
http://www.pajamasmedia.com/2007/08/how_the_new_republic_got_sucke.php 

7. (Oct. 23) Commentary on Mass and Elite Cultures 
Roger Kimball, The Long March: How the Cultural Revolution of the 1960’s Changed American (2001) 
Roger Kimball, Experiments Against Reality: The Fate of Culture in the Postmodern Age (2002) 
The New Criterion issue (2004) on religion, manners, and morals in the U.S. and Great Britain 
Arnold Beichman, Herman Wouk: The Novelist as Social Historian (2004) 
David Shiflett, Exodus: Why Americans Are Fleeing Liberal Churches for Conservative Christianity (New 
York: Penguin, 2005). 
John Fiske, Understanding Popular Culture (Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1989). 
Michael Kammen, American Culture American Tastes (New York: Basic Books, 1999) 
Juan Williams, Enough: The Phony Leaders, Dead-End Movements, and Culture of Failure That are 
Undermining Black America (2006). 
Morris Fiorina, Culture Wars and the Myth of a Polarized America (Pearson, 2006) 
Edward Lazear, Culture Wars in American (Hoover, 1996) 
Theodore Dalyrimple, Our Culture, What’s Left of It (2004) 

8. (Oct. 30) Universities and Education 
David Stove, Against the Idols of the Age (2001) 
Roger Kimball, Tenured Radicals: How Politics Has Corrupted our Higher Education (1998) 
Roger Kimball, The Lives of the Mind: The Use and Abuse of Intelligence from Hegel to Wodehouse 
(2003) 
Leszek Kolakowski, Main Currents of Marxism: The Founders, The Golden Age, The Breakdown (W. W. 
Norton, 2001). 
Daniel Pipes, “The Rot in Our [Canadian] Universities,” National Post, January 30, 2003 
“Faculty Follies,” The New Criterion (June, 2005) 
Roger Kimball, “Retaking the University,” The New Criterion (May 11, 2005) 
“A Thankyou to Ward Churchill,” The New Criterion (April, 2005) and “Ward Churchill, and more….” In 
Weekly Standard  Vol. 010 (June 20, 2005) 38. 
E. Karsh, “Columbia and the Academic Intifada,” Commentary (July-August, 2005) 
David Horowitz, The Professors: the 101 Most Dangerous Academics in America (Regnery, 2006) 
Kate O’Beirne, Women Who Make the World Worse (New York: Sentinel, 2006) 
Lynne V. Cheney, Telling the Truth 

9. (Nov. 6) Islam as Cultural Countervail 
K. Makiya, Cruelty and Silence 
Edward Said, Covering Islam (New York: Pantheon, 1991) 
Fouad Ajami, Dream Palace of the Arabs (New York: Vintage, 1999) 
Irshad Manji, The Trouble with Islam: A Muslim’s Call for Reform in Her Faith (2005) 
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Bernard Lewis, What Went Wrong: Western Impact and Middle Eastern Response (New York, 1999) 
Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order 
David Brooks, “Trading Cricket for Jihad,” New York Times (August 4, 2005); 
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?mode=8&id=1055&sid=1 
Serge Trifkovic, Sword of the Prophet or J. L. Menezes, The Life and Religion of Mohammed 

Duncan Currie, “The Libel Tourist Strikes Again” Weekly Standard (Aug 20, 2007) 
http://www.weeklystandard.com/Content/Public/Articles/000/000/013/987ankei.asp?pg=1

10. (Nov. 13) Optional Grade-Protecting Test 

11. (Nov. 20) Language, Imagination, Humour 
Doris A. Graber, “Political Languages” in Nimmo and Sanders, eds., Handbook of Political 
Communication, 195-224. 
Max Atkinson, Our Masters' Voices: the Language and Body Language of Politics 
George Orwell's essay on Politics and the English Language 
Bruno Bettelheim, The Uses of Enchantment: the Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales (New York: 
Knopf, 1975) 
Chris Powell and George Paton, eds., Humour in Society (St. Martin's, 1988) 

12. (Nov. 27) Canuckistan 

http://www.weeklystandard.com/Content/Public/Articles/000/000/013/987ankei.asp?pg=1
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L. Van Luven and P. Walton, Pop Can (Scarborough: Prentice Hall, 1999) 
G. Pevere and D. Dymond, eds., Mondo Canuck (Scarborough: Prentice Hall, 1996) 
William Watson, Globalization and the Meaning of Canadian Life (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 
1998). 
 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an 
appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the 
first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. 
Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled 
exam accommodations: November 9th, 2007 for December examinations, and March 14th, 2008 for April 
examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea 
or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states 
that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without 
acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without 
acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in 
such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's 
own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required 
to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to 
the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's 
Style Guide is available at:  http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/Essay%20Style%20Guide.html 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
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Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 
that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the 
purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade. 
 Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a 
grade of ABS. FND (Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the 
term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, 
instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed 
the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the 
examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up 
for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the 
Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account. 
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